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Year of the Family

Protection for Every Family Member

This is the "Year of the
Family," a year dedicated to
family interests and concerns.

One of those concerns should
be protection for each and every
member of the family. The
Lithuanian Catholic Alliance
offers that protection to its
members and we would like to
see every member of your family
a member in our family,

LCA offers a variety of insur-
ance coverage to choose from.
You can select the protection
most suited to your individual
needs.

Getting to Know Us

How do I become a member of
the Lithuanian Catholic
Alliance? This is a question we
hear quite often when answering
the phones at the Home Office.

Everyone is welcome at LCA
and you can become a member
from the day you are born and as
late in life as age 70.

The Lithuanian Catholic
Alliance was organized in 1886
and is primarily a fraternal
benefit society. Our main objec-
tive is to provide members with
the lowest possible rates for life
and endowment insurance,
mortgage loans,
loans, etc.

Our organization is non-dis-
criminatory; enrollment is open
from age O to 70 with coverage
available from $2,000 to $10,000
depending on age at enrollment.

We operate on a Lodge system
with a representative form of

certificates

Our most popular policy is the
Single Premium Life (SPL). This
is the latest addition to our fam-
ily at LCA and should definitely
be the choice for your latest ad-
dition to the family tree.

Grandma and Grandpa are
finding the SPL the most worth-
while gift they can give that new
grandchild.

For the unbelievable amount
of just $106 you can insure that
new baby for life without
his/her parents ever having to
worry about monthly payments.
From the day that policy is ap-

government. A national con-
vention with election of officers

is held every three years. We
have 133 lodges operating
throughout the United States
with members living in 43
states, a few in Canada and
Australia.

The newspaper "GARSAS" is
our official publication and is
sent to all members free of
charge. A subscription fee of $5
is charged non-members for 10
issues annually. It is printed
mostly in English with a few
pages of Lithuanian.

Members have been receiving
dividends since 1949. As a fra-
ternal organization, we have
provided financial aid to desti-
tute members for medicine and
other essentials; grahted schol-
arships to students; and since
1973, we have exempted hun-
dreds of members {rom paying

proved and paid for, that child
receives full coverage for life.

We have something for every-
one with coverage from $2,000 to
$10,000.

If it's the child's education
you're interested in, check out
our Twenty Year Endowment
Policy. You'll be saving for the
child's college tuition and
having full insurance coverage
at the same time.

the life insurance portion of
their dues upon reaching age 85.
This age was gradually reduced
to 82 in 1984, 80 in 1986, and 78
in 1989.

We also established the
Lithuanian Catholic Alliance
Foundation to sponsor educa-
tional, cultural and religious
projects emphasizing
Lithuanian Catholic traditions
in American life.

Fraternalism at its best!
that you got to know us better --
why not become a part of our
family?

Just f{ill in the handy form on
page 3 and an application will be
sent to you.

Now
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Florence Eckert - If You Were There

Lent is coming to a close as
Holy Week draws near. If you're
an avowed atheist, it holds little
meaning other than possibly
bitterness due to your human
nature longing to be a part of it
and your self-made-you rebeling
and causing turmoil within your
whole being.

If you're a Christian, you'll at-
tend special services this week
depending on the tradition of
your particular religion. If
you're a Jew, there will be
Passover with all its traditional
ceremonies.

Let's look in on the Christian,
the follower of Christ -- perhaps
--YOU.

If you walked the earth at the
time of Christ, where would you
have been on the road to
Calvary?

Would you have been as brave
and compassionate as Veronica?
Would you have had the courage
to step forward in front of all the
angered mob and offer Him a
cloth on which to wipe His
blood-stained face? Would your
love for Him and your belief in

Him have been strong enough to
withstand the ridicule from the
angry mob and the possible dan-
ger from the soldiers?

Or would you, on the other

hand, have been the modern-day
complainer and walked among

the group muttering how awful it
was, what they were doing to this
innocent man, yet taking no
positive steps of action to stop
them?

Perhaps Simon of Cyrene fits
you better. Would you feel
honored that they picked you out
of the crowd to assist this weary,
tormented man they spit upon
and ridiculed but whom you be-
lieve to actually be the SON OF
GOD? Would you carry the
weight of His cross for Him be-
cause you wanted to, or only out
of fear of the soldiers? Would
you whisper words of comfort to
Him along the way or would you
pretend not to know Him or be-
lieve in Him?

Would you have been among
the women who stepped forward
to comfort Him while the angry
mob and the soldiers pressed

NEW INSURANCE PLANS
All plans available in following sums:
$2000 - $3000 - $4000 - $5000 - $7500 - $10,000

forward anxiously, moving  to-
ward the hill for fe‘rar He might

expire before He reached it? -

Would you have had the courage
to let your compassion show?

Would you, like Peter, have de-
nied ever even knowing Him, or,
like Judas, betrayed Him?

If you were in a position of au-
thority, would you have washed
your hands of the matter as
Pilate did, or would you be brave
enough to have the courage of
your conviction and order Him
to be set free? Would the possible
loss of your position of impor-
tance sway your decision?

Would you have been able to
stand in the crowd and watch
this Man whom you firmly be-
lieved to be the Son of God
stripped of His garments, nailed
to a cross and hung up to die,
without making one move to
save him?

Weren't there any of His faith-
ful followers present who be-
lieved strongly enough to step
forward and defend Him?

Don't you think He was look-
ing for consolation in the form
of LOVE somewhere out there
among His people? Where were
they? Didn't anyone care?

Scarcﬁ inside yourself during
this coming Holy Week. Try to
find out where you would have
beenat Calvary. Calvary is not a
story about yesterday. It is a
story of today, and whether you
like it or not, you are one of the
characters in that story.

This story, or play, is unique
in one particular way. We are
not auditioned for our parts.
Each of us is free to choose his or
her own part and act it out to the
best of our ability.

The whole world is your stage
and the play runs indefinitely
for each character. The curtain
call is not for the entire cast at
the same time but rather for
each individual who is given his
or her own private curtain call.

When that final curtain comes
down for you, your performance
will be judged. There are no re-
runs. Either you were a star or
you failed miserably.

Were you happy with the part
you chose or would you like to
try another?

Lucky for you if you're reading
this it means you still have time.
Make it an old-fashioned Holy
Week. Pick up your cross and

follow Christ. One Judas was

age 80 years.

Classes of Policies
Life Paid Up at Age 80: This is low-cost life insurance which is

fully paid up when the insured reaches the anniversary nearest

Plan Without Waver With Waver
of Premium of Premium
Life paid up at age 80 Ages 0-70 Ages 16-55
Twenty payment life Ages 0-60 Ages 16-55
Twenty year endowment Ages 0-60 Ages 16-55
Single Premium No waver of premium available
Ages 0-70

Non-Medical: Ages O to 55 - If under $5,000
Over $5,000 - medical application required
Medical: Ages 55 to 70 regardless of amount of coverage

20 Payment Life: Premiums are paid for 20 full years after
which further payment of premiums cease and policy is fully paid
up. It is retained by the insured and the amount of life insurance
is paid to the beneficiary at the time of death. If death occurs dur-
ing the 20 year period, benefits are paid to the named beneficiary.

20 Year Endowment: This plan combines life insurance with

GARSAS
Publication No. (USPS 214-320)
Published Monthly Except July and August
Published by LITHUANIAN CATHOLIC ALLIANCE
71-73 S. Washington St., P.O. Box 32, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18703-0032

Telephone 717/823-8876

Second Class Postage Paid at Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

Postmaster: Send Change of Address Notice to: Garsas
71-73 S. Washington St., P.O. Box 32, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 18703-0032

Subscription $5.00 per year

savings. If the insured dies within 20 years of the date of issue of
the policy the face amount is paid to the beneficiary named. If
payment of premium is made on the policy for 20 full years the
face amount is paid to the insured on the date of maturity after
which time the life insurance benefits cease.

Single Premium Life: This policy does away with monthly
premium payments. Pay only One Premium, receive full protec-
tion and your policy is Fully Paid Up.

B e
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New! New! New! New!

Single Premium Life
A Good Buy Anytime

$2,000 Face Amount

Issue Single Issue Single Issue Single
Age Prepium Age Premium Age Premium
0 $ 106 25 $ 220 50 $ 566
1 106 26 228 51 588
2 108 27 236 52 610
3 110 28 244 53 632
4 114 29 254 54 654
5 116 30 264 55 678
6 120 31 274 56 702
7 124 32 284 57 726
8 128 33 296 58 752
9 132 34 306 59 778
10 136 35 320 60 804
11 140 36 332 61 832
12 144 37 346 62 860
13 150 38 360 63 888
14 154 39 374 64 918
15 160 40 388 65 948
16'- 164 41 © 404 66 978
17 170! ds1° 42 ' 420 R -1 1,006
b b, I ‘43 436 68 1,038
19 180 44" 452 69 1,068
20 186 45 470 70 1,100
21 192 46 488

22 198 47 506

23 206 48 526

24 212 49 546

Fill out and send coupon to:
LITHUANIAN CATHOLIC ALLIANCE
71-73 s. Washington St.
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701
Phone (717) 823-8876

I am interested. Send an application to:

AN S T s e sl e e e b e )
A Y R S S e o R e
CITYS  STATE," "ZIP

Check Policy: E] 20 Year Endowment D 20 Payment Life
D Life paid up at age 80 D Single Premium Life

Amount of coverage | J$2,000 (}3.000 84,000
Qssooo Ms7s00  D$10.000

Invest for the Future
while :
Receiving Full Insurance Coverage Now
20 Year Endowment
Premiums for $10,000 Face Amount
Without Waiver of Premium
Issue Semi- g
Age Annual Annual Quarterly Monthly
0 351.10 179.06 91.29 31.60
1 351.10 179.06 91.29 31.60
2 351.10 179.06 91.29 31.60
3 351.10 179.06 91.29 31.60
4 351.20 179.11 91.31 31.61
5 351.30 179.16 91.34 31.62
6 351.40 179.21 91.36 31.63
7 351.60 179.32 91.42 31.64
8 351.90 179.47 91.49 31.67
9 352.20 179.62 91.57 31.70
10 352.50 179.78 91.65 3173
11 352.90 179.98 91.75 31.76
12 353.30 180.18 91.86 31.80
13 353.80 180.44 91.99 31.84
14 354.10, 180.59 92.07 31.87 CRETE
15 354.50 180.80 92.17 31.91 =
16 354.80 180.95 92.25 31.93
17 355.00 181.05 92.30 31.95
18 355.20, 181.15 92.35 31.97 e
19 355.30 181.20 92.38 31.98 ek
20 355.40! 181.25 92.40 31.99 Ry :
i 355.50 1:1.21 92.43 32.00
22 355.70 181.41 92.48 32.01
23 355.90 181.51 92.53 32.03
24 356.10 181.61 92.59 32.05
25 356.40 181.76 92.66 32.08
26 356.80 181.97 92,717 32.11
27 357.30 182.22 92.90 32.16
28 357.90 182.53 93.05 32:21
29 358.60 182.89 93.24 32.27
30 359.40 183.29 93.44 32.35
31 360.30 183.75 93.68 32.43
32 361.30 184.26 93.34 32.52
33 362.40 184.82 94.22 32.62
34 363.50 185.44 94.54 32.72
35 365.00 186.15 94.90 32.85
36 366.50 186.97 95.32 32.99
37 368.30 187.83 95.76 33.15
38 370.10 188.75 96.23 33.31
39 372.10 189.77 96.75 33.49
40 374.30 190.89 97.32 33.69
41 376.60 192.07 97.92 33.89
42 379.10 193.34 98.57 34.12
43 381.80 194.72 99,27 34.36
44 384.70 196.20 100.02 34.62
45 387.80 197.78  100.83 34.90
46 391.20 199.51 101.71 35.21
47 395.00 201.45 102.70 35.55
48 399.00 203.49 103.74 35.91
49 403.50 205.79 104.91 36.32
50 408.40 208.28 106.18 36.76
51 413.80 211.04 107.59 37.24
52 419.70 214.05 109.12 37.77
53 426.10 217.31 110.79 38.35
54 433.10 220.88 112.61 38.98
55 440.70 224.76 114.58 39.66
56 443.10 229.04 116.77 40.42
57 458.30 233.73 119.16 41.25
58 468.50 238.94 121.81 42.17
59 479.80 244.70 124.75 43.18
60 492.50 251.18 128.05 44.33
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F.irst Lithuanian Arrives in America in 1659

The first fully authenticated
Lithuanian in the United States
was Alexander Carolus Curtis
(gq.v.). He arrived in New York
(New Amsterdam) in 1659 to be-
come the colony's first Latin
schoolmaster, but two years
later he resigned his position
and returned to Holland.

Mass immigration of
Lithuanians to the United States
began in the second half of the
19th century. Prior to that time,
immigration was limited to in-
dividuals or small groups, about
whom there is little documented
information. There may have
been some Lithuanians among
the "eight Dutch men and
Polanders" recruited in the
Baltic ports and brought over to
Virginia in 1608 by Captain
John Smith, who, a few years
had escaped from
Turkey to Lithuania and trav-
eled westward through Poland.

Lithuanians are known to
have fought in the American
War of Independence (1775-83).
One of these was Thaddeus
Kosciuszko (q.v.), a military
engineer, who described himself
as "a native of Lithuania."
Having earned the rank of bri-
gadier general in Washington's
Continental Army, he went back
to his own country, headed the

Polish and Lithuanian insurrec-
tion of 1794, and in 1797 revis-

ited the United States with his
aide-de-camp Julius Ursinus
Niemciewicz, a former
Lithuanian deputy in the Polish-
Lithuanian Diet.

The first larger group of
Lithuanians came to the United
States in the first quarter of the
19th century by way of the
British army in Canada. These
were rank and file soldiers of
Napoleon's Cisalpine or Polish
Legion, who had been taken
prisoners of war by the British,
recruited into regiments of
mercenaries,and sent to Canada
to fight against the United
States. As many as two hundred
of these recruits were natives of

earlier,

Lithuania. After the war of
1812, they were endowed with
lands in the frontier areas of
lower Canada, from where most
of them migrated to the Dakotas.
The subsequent fate of these
early Lithuanian settlers has
not been traced. '
The next, somewhat smaller,
contingent of Lithuanian immi-
grants reached the American
shores in 1831-35. These were
mostly members of the nobility,
who had taken part in the anti-
Russian insurrection of 1830-31.
Among them was Alexander
Bielaski who later served as a
surveyor in Florida during the
Seminole War (1835), and then in
Mexico. From 1845 on, he
worked as a draftsman at the
Land Office in Washington.

President Abraham Lincoln who
personally knew Bielaski,

commissioned him as a captain
in August, 1861. Bielaski was
killed' storming the confederate
positions at Belmont, Missouri,
on November 7, 1861. Quite a few
Lithuanians served in the Union
ranks and in smaller numbers
in the Confederate army during
the Civil War (1861-65).
Voluntary emigration was
given a big boost by the ban on
serfdom in 1861, which enabled
the villagers to move about
freely in search of better jobs in
burgeoning industrial centers.
Since under Russian rule
Lithuanian towns were small,
many people began looking to
the larger cities of Russia and
abroad for employment. Thus in
the period from 1897-1914 the in-
dustrial cities of neighboring
Latvia attracted about 80,000
Lithuanians, while another
40,000 found their way to
Russian industrial centers.
Meanwhile about the middle of
the 19th century, mass emigra-
tion from the Russian empire to
the New World had already be-
gun. This wave of Slavic emigra-
tion eventually swept along
large numbers of Lithuanians,
resulting in the first mass set-

tlements in the United States.

It was not until the eighth
decade of the 19th century that
Lithuanians began settling in
the United States massively.
There were many reasons for
this mass emigration to the
United States.

Young men wanted to avoid ex-
tremely long compulsory service
in the Russian armed forces,
there was persecution by
Russian authorities for patriotic
Lithuanian activities, serfdom
was abolished and there was a
belief that the United States was
a veritable "land of gold."

The precise number of
Lithuanians who had come to
the United States by 1898 is not
known, largely because at first
they were registered as Russians,
Poles and even Germans.
Roughly though it is estimated
that from 1869-98, 60,000-
75,000 Lithuanians arrived. In
1899 the government began ac-
cording them separate classifi-
cation. Offical statistics show
that in the period from 1899-
1914, annual immigration var-
ied between 13,000 and 26,000,
the total number being 252,594
(170,699 men and 81,895
women). After World War 1,
immigration from Lithuania
was restricted to a yearly quota
of 382. The 1930 census revealed
439,255 Lithuanians, among
whom 245,589 were born in the
United States. It is known from
records of Lithuanian parishes,
organizations, and other sources
that at least a third of the
Lithuanians did not indicate
their national origin.

World War II caused a large
and unusual exodus of
Lithuanians from their home-
land. When Soviet Russia occu-

pied Lithuania for the second
time in 1944, a mass of persons

retreated to the West by all pos-
sible means. The advancing Red
Army caught up with and
stopped several thousand of
them in Germany. Nevertheless,
over 75,000 managed to reach

West Germany, Austria and
other Western countries.

They cannot be regarded as
genuine emigrants, because their
original objective was not to set-
tle away from the native land.
They were refugees fleeing from
the terror which they had
known during the first Soviet
occupation in 1940-41.

The overwhelming majority of
Lithuanian emigrants (with the
notable exception of the refugees
of 1940-44) were peasants and
unskilled laborers.

At first they were able to get
only low-paying jobs involving
hard physical labor. Almost all
of the very first Lithuanian im-
migrants in the United States
worked in coal mines. In 1904
about 75,000 Lithuanians lived
in the coal-mining regions of
Pennsylvania . and - West
Virginia.

From there they moved to the
industrial cities, where they
took jobs in iron foundries, cot-
ton and silk mills, shoe facto-
ries, sugar refineries, stock-
yards, packing houses, at the
docks and on railroads.

Through diligence and honesty
Lithuanians earned a reputation

as good and demanded workers.
Their sense of economy enabled

many to acquire property.

Through joint efforts they cre-
ated their own parishes and var-
ious organizations, erected
churches, schools, halls, club-
houses. Until World War II they
maintained vigorous ties with
the native land.

During and especially after
World War II, the Lithuanians of
America and other countries
aided the refugees and assisted
them in securing papers neces-
sary for immigration.

According to U.S. Census
Figures for the period 1910-1960,
the number of Foreign-born
Lithuanians in the United States
in 1910 was 140,963. There were
66,858 U.S. born Lithuanians

(Continued on page 6)
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Ten American Catholic jour-
nalists traveled through five
countries throughout Eastern
Europe on a journey of discovery
and sharing.

The group was sponsored by
the Eastern Europe committee of
the Catholic Press Association
of the United States and Canada.

The trip was financed by a
grant from the Raskob founda-
tion, with the expectation that
the journalists would listen to
the concerns of Catholic jour-
nalists in Lithuania, Poland,
Slovakia and the Czeck
Republic, and from Slovenia;
and that hearing their needs
would determine specific ways
that the Catholic Press of
America- and its Association
could be of assistance to them.

Father Timothy P. Stein, one
of the members of the group re-
ported on the trip in The
Catholic Register which ‘also ran
in the Catholic Journalist.
Father Stein gave an interesting
viewpoint of his trip to
Lithuania.

"We flew to Vilnius, the capital
city - a city I thought would

American Catholic Journalists
Visit Eastern Europe

break my heart," he said. "Every
preconceived notion of the

Soviet bloc being gray, dull and
depressing was reinforced as we
walked through the cold, poorly-
lit airport, and boarded a van for
a ride through the cold, poorly-
lit city."

Father Stein reported his hotel
was a large, "western" type
building, having been built by
the Soviets to accommodate
guests from the outside world.

He noted that from its windows
he could look out at "a city that
seemed asleep."

Father Stein noted that even
though lights seemed to be at a
premium in most parts of town,
they "blazed gloriously at the
Shrine of the icon of Our Lady of
Mercy." The shrine is housed in
a chapel built above one of the
city gates.

The group met with represen-
tatives of Catholic publications,
and also had a meeting with
Archbishop Audrys J. Backis of
Vilnius, the president of the
Lithuanian Episcopal
Conference.

A poll of 1,198 people taken by
the British-Lithuanian com-
pany Baltic Surveys showed a
drop in the popularity ratings of
all political figures except for
opposition
Landsbergis.

The report on January 1-2 gave
Landsbergis a rating increase of
three points since the December
poll placing him at 40%.

The three most popular figures
were President Algirdas
Brazauskas with a 58% rating
(dropping four points), Seimas
deputy chairman Egidijus
Bickauskas with 53% (-5%), and
Center Union chairman
Romualdas Ozolas with 47% (-
5%).

A majority of the respondents

leader Vytautas

Political Popularity Poll
Shows Drop in Ratings

(56%) were opposed to holding
early presidential elections with
20% favoring them.

The desire for early parlia-
ment elections was greater, 28%
in favor and 45% opposed. If
parliament elections were held
now, 22% said they would not
participate in the elections,
while 17% would vote for the
Lithuanian Democratic Labor
Party, 12% for the Christian
Democratic Party, 6% for
Sajudis, 5% for the Conservative
Party, 4% for the Center Union,
3% for the Democratic Party,
and 2% each for the Liberal
Union and the Social
Democratic Party.

RFE/RL Daily Report
Saulius Girnius

Lithuania Bans
Casinos

Lithuania's Seimas adopted
several amendments to the law
on enterprises, on January 11,
prohibiting gambling and casi-

nos.
To become law, these amend-

ments need to be signed by
Lithuania's president.

The government had previ-
ously issued a decree authorizing
the establishment and licensing
of casinos, slot machines, and
lotteries, expecting to receive $3
million in revenues per year.
The ban on gambling has been
proposed by the right-wing op-
position, whose leader
Gediminas Vagnorius said that
he was sure that casinos would
be established in the future when
legal institutions worked more
effectively and then "only in cer-
tain territories."

Finance Minister Eduardas
Vilkelis told a press conference
that he hoped President Algirdas
Brazauskas would not sign the
amendment banning casinos,
noting that an agreement with
foreign investors to privatize the
hotel Lietuva for $12 million
would take place only if the ho-
tel had a casino.

RFE/RL

Vote on Prime
Minister

Lithuania's Social Democratic
Party's (LSDP) Chairman
Aloyzas Sakalas told a press
conference on January 25 that
the party's board had charged its
parliament members to begin ef-
forts to hold a no-confidence
vote against Prime Minister
Adolfas Slezevicius. Since the
LSDP has only six deputies, it
will have to support holding the
vote in Seimas. The charges
against the Slezevicius govern-
ment include allowing illegally
acquired money to be converted
to the national currency, the li-
tas, and non-fulfillment of gov-
ernment pledges to prepare pro-
grams designed to promote in-
vestments and the reconstruc-
tion of state industries.

RFE/RL

Ukraine President
Visits Lithuania

On February 7, Leonid
Kravchuk, accompanied by act-
ing Prime Minister Yukhim
Zyvahilsky and other ministers,
paid a one-day visit to Vilnius.
After talks with his Lithuanian
counterpart Algirdas
Brazauskas, the two leaders
signed a treaty of friendship and
cooperation. In a speech to the
Seimas and at a press confer-
ence, both broadcast live by
Radio Lithuania, Kravchuk
noted both countries wanted
closer integration with NATO
through the Partnership for
Peace program and hoped that a
Baltic-Black Sea alliance would
be formed.

Lithuanian Foreign Minister
Povilas Gylys and Ukrainian
International Economic
Relations Minister Oleh
Slepichev signed an agreement
on investment promotion and
protection. ' -

RFE/RL
Saulius Girnius

Cost of Living Up
in Lithuania

The consumer price index, a
measure of inflation, showed an
overall increase of 6.2% in
Lithuania during the month of
December, 1998, according to the
Lithuanian Statistics
Department. Within the index,
the greatest increase was in the
price of food, which rose 9.2%,
followed by an 8% rise in the
cost of entertainment, education
and leisure, a 4.4% increase in
the cost of clothing and
footwear, and a 3% rise in the
cost of housing.

The rate of inflation in
Lithuania was lower in
December than in the two previ-
ous months (6.8% in November
and 7.3% in October). The rate of
inflation for all of 1993 was
188.6%.

ABN
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Lithuanian

March 4, is the feast day of
Lithuania's only saint - St.
Casimir. This day was also
known as the day of the skylark
- in Lithuanian vyturelio diena.
On that day, the lark has re-
turned and his happy singing
melts the snow, so goes a
Lithuanian saying.

In the old days, the unpaved
roads would be almost impass-
able due to spring thaw. People
nevertheless came in huge num-
bers to attend church and then
the fair - muge.

Even now, in the age of the au-
tomobile, a late winter blizzard
can dump enough snow to close
many roadways.

The age old tradition of St.
Casimir's fair - Kaziuko muge -
has been kept throughout
Lithuanian communities in the
U.S., where not only handicrafts
created by scout troops and other
craftspeople can be bought and
admired. Also available are
Lithuanian books, and while the
music plays in the background,
one can satisfy one's craving for
Lithuanian food.

At the Vilnius fair, which be-
gins on March 4 and continues
through the weekend, there is a
sea of colorful palms - verbos -
that will be taken to church on
Palm Sunday. The popularity of
verbos has grown so that they
are used not only on Palm
Sunday but have become winter
bouquets that decorate homes
and offices.

The sound of singing birds fills
the air - these are clay bird whis-
tles played by people trying to
find the right key. After verbos,
the birds are the most abundant
item at the fair. If you limit
yourself to only one purchase, it
must be a verba. If there's no
limit to your purchases, then try

First Lithuanians

(Continued from page 4)
bringing the total to 207,823
Lithuanians in the U.S. in 1910.
By the year 1960, that figure
almost doubled but the growth

Traditions

the whistles of the many clay
birds to see if it is in the C or E
key, as the locals do.

Now that the traditional pur-
chases are made, enjoy the fair.
There will be temptations to buy
angels, either wooden and clay;
willow and straw baskets;
woolen mittens; socks and
shawls or one of the many col-
ored sashes.

The folk art of wood carving is
very popular and there usually
are several versions of many
saints - Anne, Veronica, John,
Peter, Agatha, Anthony and

others.
And, of course, there are the

many faces of St. Casimir. Since
there is no true picture of the
saint, the godmakers -
dievdirbiai - who carve him,
have taken the liberty to portray
St. Casimir in their own fash-
ion. But he is always pictured
holding a lily in his left hand.
Again, there is the temptation to
buy one of these beautiful stat-
ues, especially if he or she is
your patron saint.

In place of the ever popular
bagels - riestainiai - of yore,
some tables are now laden with
miniature twig cakes - sakociai,
or baumkuchens in German,

There have been no ginger-
bread hearts - muginnnukai - a
traditional sweet at the fairs of
many years ago. Hopefully the
hearts will return to the fair as a
renewal of this old tradition.

Two traditional St. Casimir's
Fairs that have come to ABN's
attention are the Detroit St.
Casimir's Fair, held at the
Church of Divine Providence,
Southfield Michigan and the
Chicago Fair held at the
Lithuanian Youth Center
Claremont Ave., Chicago, IL.

ABN

was in Lithuanians born in the
U.S. rather than foreign-born
immigrants. The 1960 figures
showed a drop from 140,963 for-
eign-born Lithuanians to

Vilnius Gets "Kosher" Restaurant

Ever since Lithuania, Latvia
and Estonia regained their inde-
pendence, many Balts who had
fled the Soviets at the outset of
World War II are now residing in
the Baltics. Among those re-
turning to their former home-
land are also Baltic Jews who
were born or had lived in the
Baltics.

One of the returnees is Simon
Kaplan, who was born
Kedainiai, Lithuania, and had

studied in Kaunas. Despite sad
memories - his parents were

killed during the genocide of
Jews - he did not forget the
kindness shown to him and his
family during this terrible pe-
riod in history.

In the newly opened Center of
Jewish Culture, on Pylimo
Street in Vllnius, in a building
that housed a Jewish high
school before World War II,
Simon Kaplan found room to
open a restaurant named
"Lietuvos Jeruzale" (Lithuania's
Jerusalem). The restaurant has
two parts: one, a tea room, seats
some 20 people; the other, which
is the main restaurant, serves
80.

Both parts are done in pale
colors, lit by baroque light fix-
tures created by designers in
Vilnius, and adorned with paint-
ings by Lithuanian Jewish
artists. Mr. Kaplan says proudly
that nothing is Soviet in his
restaurants; everything is either
Lithuanian or has been brought
in from France, France being his
adopted country to which he fled
from Russia in 1959.

in

When questioned how the
restaurant will manage to pre-
pare kosher food in Vilnius, Mr.
Kaplan answers that Lithuanian
Airlines fly in the needed kosher
meats and wines from France.
Other items are purchased lo-
cally. The kitchen equipment
has been brought in from France
and meets the rabbinical re-
quirements for preparing and

serving kosher food. The restau-
rant's chef is Jacques, who has

cooked in Paris and Israel and is
himself of Russian Jewish
ancestry. Chef Jacques has per-
sonally instructed the helpers
and waiters in the art of prepar-
ing and serving Jewish food.

The restaurant is owned by Mr.
Kaplan in partnership with his
son, Alexander. The reason why
he opened the restaurant goes
above and beyond the profit mo-
tive. Mr. Kaplan wishes to re-
build some of the Jewish culture
that was lost during the war. It
is also a way to thank the
Lithuanians who helped him,
his wife and young daughter,
escape the holocaust.

Everyday before opening its
doors to the public, the restau-
rant will use its profits to feed
some 200 poor elderly, both
Jewish and Lithuanian.

Dining in the restaurant runs
about 40 litai (about US $10), in-
cluding wine.

"Lietuvos Jeruzale" is located
at Pylimo 4, Vilnius.

ABN (Compiled from

Lietuvos rytas & Lietuvos
Aidas)

99,043. The number of U.S. born
Lithuanians climbed from
66,858 in 1910 to 303,803 in 1960
for a total of 402,846
Lithuanians in the U.S. in the
year 1960. Lithuanians consti-

tuted 1.2 percent of the entire
U.S. population.

Census statistics were not
completely accurate because the

census takers did not always pay
attention to the original nation-
ality.

The 1970 U.S. census did not
register national origin.

Information compiled from
Encyclopedia Lituanica
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In difficult times, the innocent
are often the ones who suffer the
most. This is certainly true of
many children in Lithuania.
Those who have been orphaned,
abandoned, impoverished and
those with physical disabilities
are truly among the most needy.
The government is unable to
provide adequate care for them
and the public has little to give.

The Sarunas children's fund
was established in 1993 for the
purpose of helping the children
of Lithuania. Its goal is to bring
joy and hope into the lives of
Lithuania's youth, to ease the
hardships of physical limita-
tions, to take away some of the
burdens caused by economics,
and to allow the children to grow
into motivated, vibrant and
productive individuals.

Sarunas Marciulionis, the
heart and soul of the fund, grew
up in Kaunas, Lithuania. He ex-
celled both in school and sports.
In his senior high school year,
Sarunas transferred to a special
sports school.

After high school, Sarunas at-
tended Vilnius University ma-
joring in journalism and ex-
celling in basketball. In 1992,
Sarunas organized and cap-
tained the Olympic Basketball
Team for newly independent
Lithuania, a team which went on
to win the Bronze Medal.

Since becoming star player for
the Golden State Warriors in

Pro Basketball Player Shares Success with
Lithuania's Less Fortunate Children

California (Sarunas was the
first player from an Eastern
Bloc nation to sign with the
NBA), he has used his new-found
wealth to help the people of his
country rebuild the nation after
it was left in shambles by years
of Soviet occupation. His special
goal is to help the needy children
of Lithuania.

The Sarunas Children's Fund
supports schools for children
with visual impairments, pro-

viding much needed educational
and recreational supplies and
equipment; works closely with
orphanages to upgrade their en-

vironments starting with the
most basic needs; sponsors
youth basketball schools which
combine athletics with educa-

tion including drug abuse pre-
vention and self-improvement;
and sponsors cooperation be-

tween health care workers in the

U.S. and Lithuania to provide
medical and dental care for
Lithuania's children.

To pursue ‘its goals, the fund
needs donations of den-

tal/medical equipment, sup-
plies, as well as cash contribu-
tions. All donations are tax de-

ductible and should be made to:
Sarunas Children's Fund, P.O.

Box 4173, Walnut Creek, CA
94596,
American Baltic News

Clintons Hear Mother
Theresa Condemn Abortion

Mother Theresa of Calcutta
addressed an audience of 3,000
people at the National Prayer
Breakfast in Washington held in
February.

Included in the audience were
President Clinton and his wife
Hillary along with the Vice-
President and his wifle.

According to an article in The
Wanderer reprinted from The

Los Angeles Times syndicate, the
83-year old nun received a

standing ovation when she
spoke of abortion tying to grow-
ing violence and murder in the
streets.

"If we accept that a mother can
kill even her own child, how can
we tell other people not to kill
each other? Any country that

accepts abortion is not teaching
its people to love, but to use any
violence to get what they want."

It was reported that following
that line something that rarely
happens at these sedate events
took place. Most of the people in
attendance responded with a
standing ovation. President
Clinton is said to have reached
for his water glass while Hillary
and the Gores stared at Mother
Theresa without expression.

At the close of her address,
Mother Theresa is said to have
pleaded to pregnant women who
do not want their children to
give them to her. She said she
has already placed 3,000 chil-
dren in adoptive homes.

Facts on Widows and

The following facts about wid-

owhood have been compiled by
the American Association of

Retired Persons:

The U.S. has about 11 million
widows and two million widow-
ers.

Half of all women over age 65
are widows.

80% percent of all retirement
age women have no pension eli-
gibility of their own.

21% of widows live in official
poverty. That is well above the

Widowers of America

12% poverty rate for the general
population.

Wwidows tend to be poorer than
widowers: medial incomes of
$9,397 and $12,307 respectively.

Widows 65-plus spend 42% of
their income on housing costs.

- Widows grieve longer than
most people think - often for two
or three years.

Widowers tend to remarry;
widows don't. Statistics show
widowers have more opportu-
nity to find a new mate.

Fraternal Monitor (DEC)

Lithuanians Lose Cars
and Clothes in Moscow

Lithuania's embassy in
Moscow reports that it is often
visited by Lithuanians who have
driven to the city to sell an au-
tomobile but were victims of car
thieves. They seek help from the
embassy in recovering their au-
tos, as well as funds to buy cloth-
ing.

In a continuing transborder
trader in Europe, most of the

cars are purchased in Germany
and the Netherlands and driven
back to Lithuania. The autos are

then resold to buyers in
Lithuania, many of whom are
from Russia.

Recently, however, the used car
business in Lithuania has begun
drying up. Buyers from Russia

who fueled this trade see no need
to travel to Lithuania as they
can now buy cars in Moscow.

With this shift, Lithuanian
traders feel compelled to go to
Moscow to sell their vehicles.

Moscow's criminals can easily
spot the Lithuanians. On the
pretense of test-driving the vehi-
cle before buying it; the Russians

climb aboard but are soon
stopped by armed accomplices at

a prearranged spot. The
Lithuanians are then robbed and
left stranded in their underwear
on the streets of Moscow, while

the thieves drive away. The vic-
tims have no choice but to head
for Lithuania's embassy in

Moscow and seek money and ad-
vice from the staff.

To date, no Russian thieves
have been arrested, nor any of
the stolen autos recovered.

Brand new U.S., German or
Japanese makes can now be pur-
chased in Lithuania at local

dealerships at prices that some-
times match those of used
Mercedes-Benz or BMW's

brought in by scalpers. 'Foreign
makes are also more difficult to
service, and their visibility
makes them more vulnerable to
theft. As a result, demand for
high-priced used cars from the
west has decreased in Lithuania,
but continues to be strong in
Russia.

American Baltic News
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— PRADEDANT 1994-TUOSIUS —

Advokato S. Povilo Zumbakio
komentarai, transliuoti Chicago-
je per Amerikos lietuviy radijo
programy, kuriai vadovauja Ana-
tolijus Slutas.

-0-

Ekonomine, politiné ir kariné
Jungtiniy Amerikos Valstijy jega
daugiau ar maziau dominavo pa-
saulyje trejety karty per paskuti-
niuosius 200 mety: po Pirmojo
Pasaulinio karo; po Antrojo Pa-
saulinio karo ir po Saltojo karo.

Simtmedio pradzioje ameri-
kie¢iai bandé demokratizuoti
Europy, skelbdami tauty teise j
savivaldybg nepriklauso-
mybe. Prezidento Wilsono idea-
lizmas buvo atmetamas arba ig-
noruojamas beveik visur. Pra-
sidéjus didziajai depresijai, eko-
nomika pasidaré Zmonéms svar-
biausia tema, o politika ir Zmo-
gaus laisves klausimai tapo an-
traeiliais dalvkais. Atmetus idea-
lizmg, pasaulio krastai linko j va-

dovavimg, bet ne j demokratijos
valdymo modelj.

Po Antrojo Pasaulinio Karo
Amerika buvo vienintelis domi-
nuojantis kraStas pasaulyje —
bent trumpg laiky. Tik Amerika
turéjo branduoling ginkly ir pa-
naudojo jj pries savo priesus (da-
bar yra gana aisku, kad tai buvo
padarvta, norint iShandyti jj ir,
tuo paciu atkerSyti japonams,
nes jie jau buvo linke pasiduoti).
Amerikos ekonomika buvo ga-
lingiausia. Ji kontroliavo Euro-
pos ir Azijos kraSty versly.

Amerikos  Marshall ~ Planas
padéjo atstatyti Vakary Europg.
Amerikos karininkai perorgani-
zavo pralaiméjusiy kradty teising
ir ekonoming sistemy. Tai leido
Vokietijai ir Japonijai atsigauti.
Viena po kitos Europos didzio-
sios valstybés atsikrate savo in
perijy. Tik komunistiniai kras-
tai, ypac Soviety Sgjunga ir Kini-
ja, €jo savo keliu — tolyn j dik-

tatiiry, j vis didéjantj imperializ-
my. Tai buvo kelias j neisvengia-
ma karStgjj bei Saltgjj karg su Va-
karais.

Laiméjusios pasaulio karus ir
uzémusios dominuojandiy stra-
teging pozicijg politikoje, Jung-
tines Valstijos ryvZosi sustabdyti
komunizmo vergijos plitimg.
Deja, po karo, kuomet JAV-jos

galéjo nuginkluoti Soviety Sg-
jungg, gal net ir Kinijy, ir iSva-
duoti pavergtas tautas Europoje
bei Azijoje, Amerikos vadai,
vpaé kairieji intelektualai nesu-
prato, nemateé ir nenoréjo matyti
pavojaus is buvusiy ir esamy ko-
munistiniy imperijy.

Amerika padare eile nuolaidy
sovietams ir kinie¢iams. Net po
karo jkurta Jungtiniy Tauty or-
ganizacija buvo diplomatinis fa-
sadas. Komunistai diktatoriai is-
naudojo Jungtines Tautas nuo
pat Sovietai
ikalbéjo Amerikos diplomatus,

pradzios. net
kad jiems baty suteikti trys bal-
sai Asambléjoje ir veto galia Sau-
gumo Tarvboje.

Pagal Jungtiniy Tauty organi-
zacija, Ukraina ir Baltarusija
buvo nepriklausomi kraStai, tu-
rintys teise balsuoti lygiagreciai
su laisvais kratais, tuo suteikda-
mi Soviety Sajungai didesng bal-
savimo galig. Net Siandien, po
Soviety Sgjungos sugriuvimo ir
ty kraSty iSsivadavimo, rusai la-
bai nori tuos du kraStus susi-
grazinti j Motinos Rusijos glébj.

[lgai netruko, kad sovietai pa-
vogty branduolinio ginklo pa-
slaptis i$ amerikieciy. Pagrobty
vokiec¢iy mokslininky pagalba
bolsevikai sugebeéjo ne tik pasi-
vyvti Amerikg, bet ir pralenkti jg.
Kai vokiec¢iy suprojektuotos ra-
ketos iskele “Sputniky” j erdves,
amerikieCiai staiga atsibudo ir
pamaté, jog jie atsiliko nuo dvi-
deSimto amziaus barbary i§
Rvty.

Vietoje kruviniausiy pasaulio
komunistiniy diktatiiry — Sovie-
ty Syjungos ir Kinijos panaikini-
mo, JAV-jos pradéjo Saltyjj kary
su jomis. Tas karas amerikie-
Ciams ir jy alijantams atéme de-
Jmtis tikstanciy gyvybiy, o ma-
ziems kraStams atnesé vergijy.

Siandien toks Amerikos diplo-
maty ir politiky naivumas galéty
deminti tik istorikus. Bet taip
galvoti bty klaidinga. Istorijos
pamirsti jokiu badu negalime,
kad nepakartotume ty paciy klai-
dy. Amerikos liberalai ypad tarp-
tautinéje politikoje pasimetusio
Prezidento Bill Clinton admi-
nistracija, vel veda pasaulj j he-
tvarke.

Po Soviety Sgjungos subyréji-
mo, prie kurio Lietuva prisidéjo

savo  drgsumu ir iStverme —
vpad sausio 13-osios kraujo pra-
liejimu — Amerika turéjo gali-
mybe atvesti diktativinius kras-
tus j demokratisky keliy. Bet to
Amerika ir tolian nedaro, net ir
po Prezidento G. Bush naujos
pasaulio tvarkos kilniy pareiski-
my.

Pagrindiniy principy  tritku-
mas vercia JAV-bes bendradar-
biauti su  Ziauriyjy diktatary
valdziomis. Amerika remia kai
kurinos: kraStus, negerbiandius
savo gyventojy teisiy; valstybes,
persekiojancias savo mazumas:
valdzias, zudandias savo Zmones
del religiniy jsitikinimy bei ne-
gerbiandias savo kaimyny...

Ekonominiai ir specialiis poli-
tiniai motyvai sumaiso Amerikos
tarptautinés. politikos  krypt;.
Neturtingiems kraStams, jy tar-
pe beveik visiems is komunizmo
issivadavusiems, Amerikos dip-
lomatai duoda nurodymus, kaip
elgtis, 5 jy reikalaudami daug
daugiau, nei patys i§ saves. O
kity valstybiy, turinciy gamtos
turty ar dominanéiy Washingto-
no politinj elity, amerikieciai ne
tik nekritikuoja, bet jiems pade-
da...

Siais metais, manau, $i Ameri-
kos “realpolitik™ sgvoka prives
prie pasaulio padalinimo j inte-
resy zonas. Tas pasidalinimas
nebus. pagristas demokratiskais
principais. Tai bus didziyjy kras-
ty de facto pasiskirstymas jtakos
ZOonomis.

Kaip ir visuomet, pasidalini-
mas yra pagrjstas ekonominiais,
kariniais ir politiniais interesais.
Tose sferose maZiesiems, ypac
neturintiems reik§mingos jtakos
Washingtonui ir Maskvai, vietos
liks tikrai nedaug. Tarptautinés
teisés vardan silpnesniems kras-
tams, jy tarpe net tokiems, kaip
Ukraina ar Baltarusija, vietos ne-
bus. Lietuvai drauge su kitais
mazaisiais kraStais, jeigu kas ir
liks — tai tik trupiniai.

Si nuomoné néra pagrista ko-
kiu pesimizmu. Tai yra reali Siy
dieny tiesa. Amerika trecig karty
dominuodama pasaulyje, nusi-
leidZia imperialistams ir diktato-
riams, vel leidzia dalintis pasau-

lio turtais ir Zzmonémis pries jy
valig.

Bet nusiminti nereikia. Priva-
lome stebéti ir atitinkamai rea-
guoti j Amerikos bei Lietuvos
politiky veikla. Mes negalime
leisti valdzios pareigimams, dip-
lomatams, - biurokratams ir net
saviesiems vadams — kuriy pa-
reiga ir tikslas yra tarnauti
mums, o tikrasis motyvas — is-
saugoti savo  pozicijas  bei,
daznai, privilegijas — uzlinlivoti
mus savo graziais zodziais ir §i-
kiais. Lietuvoje misy tautieciai
vra jprate, kad valdZia spresty
visas jy problemas. Mes turime
sau ir jiems priminti, jog val-
dzios ir biurokratai negali musy
isgelbeti. Jie tegali mums tar-
nauti. Mes, ir tik mes galime ap-
sisaugoti save ir savuosius.

-- Kauno technologijos
universitete vasario 1-4 dienomis
vyko kasmetiné konferencija "Lie-
tuvos mokslas ir pramoné".

Dar vienas
rekordas...

Praéjusiais metais Lietuvoje bu-
vo jvykdyta daugiau kaip 60 tuks-
tan¢iy nusikaltimy,- daugiausiai
per visa pokario istorija. Antra
vertus, nusikaltimy didéjimo lygis
- 6,6% - pernai buvo maZziausias
per pastaruosius ketverius metus.
Siuos duomenis sausio 25 d. Lietu-
vos prokuraturos kolegijos iSplés-
tiniame posédyje pateiké Genera-
linis prokuroras Arturas Paulaus-
kas, kriminogenine padetj Lietu-
voje pavadines "itempta".

53% pernai padariusiu nusikal-
timus asmenu yra darbingo am-
Ziaus Zmonés. Prevencinio sulaiky-
mo jistatymo déka pavyko i$3ais-
kinti ir izoliuoti organizuoty gru-
puoliu narius jvairiuose miestuo-
se. Sustiprinti kova padés ruosia-
mas Antimafijinis jstatymas.

Generalinis prokuroras pranese,
jog jau i3 esmés baigtos garsiosios
Sausio 13-osios ir Zurnalisto Vito
Lingio nuZzudymo bylos.

Kalb¢jo ir Seimo vicepirminin-
kas Egidijus Bi¢kauskas. Jo nuomo-
ne, tai, kad pernai Lietuvoje jvyko
daugiau kaip 400 ZmogZudysciy,
liudija, jog "nusikalstamumas sta-
bilizavosi patiame auk3¢iausiame
tadke". Argumenty tokiam opti-
mizmui vicepirmininkas nepatei-
ke.

e e stie . e . e e e s
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Nuvykimas j Lietuva

Visi $ventés dalyviai, kurie at-
vyksta i$§ uzsienio, Lietuvoje pri-
valo biiti nevéliau kaip liepos 5
d. Pirmom liepos ménesio die-
nom skrydziai bus ypatingai ap-
krauti. Aviabendroviy, skren-
dandiy j Vilniy i§ jvairiy Europos
miesty, yra kol kas ribotas
skaiCius.

Siuo metu skrenda: Lufthan-
sa, SAS, LOT, Malev, Vengry
Aviakompanija, Hamburg Air,
Sterling Air, Finnair, Austrian

ir Lietuvos Avialinijos.

Dél Lietuvos aerouosty nusi-
leidimo taky yra ribojami léktu-
vy dydziai. Reikia atsizvelgti ir
j tai, kad minétos linijos ne kiek-
vieng dieng skrenda j Vilniy. Tai
reiSkia, kad per vieng savaite at-
skraidinamy Zmoniy skai¢ius yra
ribojamas. Dar reikia prisiminti
ir tai, kad pvz. Aviakompanijos
Var$uva — Vilnius perseédimas
imanomas tik vieng karta per sa-
vaite, atvykus i§ JAV. Leéktuvas
mazas, propelerinis, tai irgi
sumazina atgabenamy Zmoniy
skaiciy. '

Protingiausia yra savo kelione
tvarkyti per kelioniy biura, per
tokj biurg, kuris Lietuvoje turi
didZiausig patirtj ir tinkamiausiai
aptarnauja. Visos lietuviy kelio-
niy agenttiros Sioje srityje turi
didZziausig patirtj, tai ir bty pro-
tingiausia j jas kreiptis. Konsoli-
duotos bendroves veza daugiau-
sia keleiviy, tai tas pacias salygas
taikys tom paciom aviakompani-
jom.

Dainy Sventés renginiy
tvarkarastis
Nors §is renginys vadinsis dai-
ny $venté, bet prie jos prijungia-
ma ir daugiau tradiciniy rengi-
niy.

Liepos 6 d.

Tai bus pirmoji proga iSeivijos
chorams ir ansambliams pasiro-
dyti. Tie, kurie norés, galés jvai-
riose Vilniaus salése turéti savo
grupiy koncertus bei pasirody-
mus. Tai bus pirma proga Lietu-
vai susipazinti su atvykusiais.

Liepos 7 d.

Ty dieng atidaromos jvairios
liaudies meno parodos Vilniaus

PASAULIO LIETUVIU DAINU SVENTE LIETUVOJE

muziejuose ir galerijose. Ty ga-
lerijy yra jvairiy ir gana daug.
Vakare Vilniaus senamiescio kie-
muose prasidés folkloro vakaras.
Ansambliai koncertuos regio-
nais. Atstovaujant visg Lietuvy,
saulei nusileidus, 9 v.v., jvyks
ansambliy vakaro generaliné re-
peticija.

Si repeticija daznai laikoma
paciu spektakliu. Sialoma tiems,
kurie galvoja liepos 8 d. vaziuoti
j Kaung, butinai nueiti j §j an-
sambliy pasirodymg, nes tai bus
tikrai nuostabus reginys.”

Liepos 8 d.

Isvyka j Kaung. Anksty-
vesnése Sventése to nebuvo. Da-
bar yra jtraukta j Sventés rengi-
nius, prisimenant pirmgjg dainy
$vente, kuri jvyko Kaune 1924
m.

Kaune jvyks Sventés atidary-
mas. Dalyvaus geriausi Lietuvos
chorai, prisijungiant ir iSeivijos
chorams. Vileiio aikstéje, kur
ivyko pirmoji Sventé, bus ati-
dengtas memorialinis akmuo. Po
iskilmiy prie Laisvés paminklo
bei Nezinomojo kareivio kapo
bus visy dalyviy eitynés per
Kauno miesta j dainy slénj, kur
vyks koncertas.

Tuo tarpu Vilniuje bus pucia-
myjy orkestry bei Sokiy grupiy
pasirodymai  jvairiuose sena-
miescio kiemuose. Vakara apvai-
nikuos ansambliy vakaro pasiro-
dymas, kur dalyvaus 2-3 tukstan-
Ciai atlikéjy — Lietuvos stipriau-
sios pajégos. Ansambliy vakaro
repeticija bei pasirodymas vyks
Kalny parke, paciame Vilniaus
centre.

Liepos 9 d.

Sokiy diena. Koncertai jvyks
Zalgirio stadijone. Kadangi sta-
dijonas néra pats didZiausias, o
zinrovy tikimasi daug, tai bus du
koncertai. Treéig valanda po pie-
ty dalis koncerto bus skiriama
uzsienio lietuviy pasirodymams.
7 v.v. jvyks antrasis Sokiy kon-
certas. Aisku, tebeveiks muges,
parodos ir koncertukai visame
Vilniaus senamiestyje.

Liepos 10 d.

Si diena prasidés iskilmingo-
mis misiomis Vilniaus arkikated-
roje bazilikoje. Misios jvyks
12:30 v. Tuoj po jy tradicinés ei-
tynés is Katedros aikstes Gedi-
mino prospektu j Vingio parky,
kur jvyks dainy diena. 6 v.v.
jivyks ceremonijos dainy ir Sokiy

\,\
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§ventéms paminéti. Po to bus
pati dainy diena, dalyvaujant vi-
siems Lietuvos bei iSeivijos cho-
rams. Po to vakaras bus tesiamas
uzsienio lietuviy vakarone Vin-
gio parke.

Liepos 11 d.

Patys smagiausi renginiai jau
baigti, tadiau jvyks aptariamoji

konferencija  $venteés, kurios
Sukis “Viena tauta — viena
kultara”.

Nuo liepos 11 d. iki 18 d. atvy-
ke uzsieniediai su savo Sokiy bei
dainy vienetais turés progos pa-
bendrauti atskirose Lietuvos
vietovése, budami Lietuvos an-
sambliy svediais.

Programos turistams

Turistams taip pat netriks
uzsiémimy. Daugelis agentiry
sitilo turistines keliones po Lie-
tuvg. Tai bus gera proga, nes
bisite dalyvave Sventés rengi-
ninose. Dauguma $iy firmy pa-
ripina ir bilietus j Sventés rengi-
nius.

Tiems, kurie ne pirma karty
bus Lietuvoje, siiloma aplankyti
Baltijos respublikas. Kelione
baigti dainy $vente Lietuvoje.
Aisku, yra galimybé po Sventés
pabiti dar ir pas savo gimines.

Neziarint, kokj variantg pasi-
rinksite, skambinkite savo kelio-
niy agenturai.

-- Baltarusijos pilieciai
nuo kovo 1 d. i Lietuva galés atvyk-
ti tik su galiojanciais savo valsty-
bés uZsienio pasais, kuriuose bus
Lietuvos viza.

-- Lietuvos demokratuy par-
tijai vasario S d. sukako S metai.
1989 m. ji pirmoji pradéjo daugia-
partinés sistemos kurima Lietuvo-
je. Vasario 6 d. Vilniuje jvyko i3-
kilmingas minéjimas, skirtas Siai
sukakéiai. Siandien partija vienija
apie 1200 nariy ir ji turi Seime 4
mandatus.

- Vidutinis atlyginimas
Lietuvoje gruodZio meénesi buvo
291 litas, Latvijoje - 71,46 lato
(467,3 lito), Estijoje - 1,200 kronu
(419 litu), Baltarusijoje - 164,973
Baltarusijos rubliai (88,8 lito),
Kaliningrade - 115,312 rubliuy
(364,4 lito).
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Vasario 16-osios dvasia

Vasario 16-0ji kiekvienais me-
tais tiek Lietuvoje, tiek Amerikoje
pasitinkama su $ventine nuotaika.

Si diena visada primena lietuviy
" tautai, kad tik nuosaikus, bet tvir-
tas éjimas i valstybine nepriklau-
somybe gali uZtikrinti tautos lais-
ve.

Ir Siemet, pasitikdami 3ia vie-
na svarbausiu musu tautai dieny,
prisimename ne tik praéjusios is-
torijos vingius, bet ir 3iandieni-
nius nepriklausomos Lietuvos
rupesCius. Vasario 16-osios proga
neverta kalbéti apie dabartinius
ekonominius Lietuvos sunkumus.
Sia proga reikia pazvelgti i Z7mogu
- lietuvj, kuris prie$ 76 metus gyve-
no Lietuvoje ir kuris Siandien joje
gyvena, kad suprastumém kodél
tada 1918 m. Lietuva pasuko ne-
priklausomybeés keliu ir kodél Sian-
dien mes vél atsigreZiame i tuos
laikus, ieSkodami atsakymo | pati
svarbiausia Lietuvai klausima -
Lietuyos valstybinguma.

[vairiai, lietuviai skirtingais
}netais&ve,nté Vasario 16-aja. Iki
1940 m. - tai buvo ne tik kiekvie-
no lietixﬁé,_ bet, pirmiausia, visos
tautos $venté. Buvo ypatingai prisi-
menami Lietuvos savanoriai, ku-
rie apgyné Lietuvos nepriklauso-
mybe, negailedami savo gyvybiu.

vy

Tik laisva Lietuva jie isivaizdavo,
kaip gyva, augantia ir grazéjancia.
Butent tada lietuviy tauta suprato,
kad valstybingumo paskelbimas
yra tik ilgo kelio i nepriklausomy-
be pradZia. Kelio, kuris bus gausiai
laistomas didvyriu krauju.

Dar ir Siandien Lietuvoje yra
iSlikusiu Lietuvos savanoriy kapu
ir vienodu paminkly, skirty kri-
tusiems. Gal todél Sie kapai isliko
per visus sovietinio reZimo metus,
kad paminklai buvo nedideli ir
sovietams nepastebimi. Tac¢iau lie-
tuviai ateidavo aplankyti $iy kapuy.
Paminkléliai kiekvienam savano-
riui kuklas, bet prasmingi - kryZius,
i§ kurio tryksta saulés spinduliai.
Kancia ir viltis. Pasiaukojimas ir
dékingumas. Kovotojo dvasia ir
nemirtingumas. Visa tai surasda-
vo lietuviai, i3drise ateiti ir pagerb-
ti savanoriu kapus.

Siandien savanoriy kapai daz-
nai aplankomi Lietuvos kareiviu
ar paprasty Zmoniy jvairiomis pro-
gomis. Ir Siu mety Vasario 16-aja
&ia tikriausiai stoves Siandieniniai
savanoriai, kurie turi perimti 20-
uju mety savanoriy drasg ir ryzta.
Lietuvos kovas uz laisves jtvirtini-
ma po 1918 m. vasario 16-0sios
galima istorijoje palyginti tik su
atkakliausiomis kovomis su kry-

Ziuociais. Nors ir tai buty netikslu.
Lietuvos prie3ai, norintys pasi-
griebti kuo riebesnj kasni 1918 m.,
buvo iSsidéste i3 visu pusiy. Lietu-
va neturé¢jo Kur trauktis. Ji galéjo
tik apginti savo Zeme.

Situacija dabartinéje Lietuvo-
je labai panasi { 1918 m. Lietuva
apsupta nelabai draugiSkai nu-
siteikusiy 3aliu, i§ Vakary pagalbos
tikétis nerealu. Taigi, istorija kar-
tojasi. O Lietuva jau karta iSejusi
jos pamokas. Tik ryZtas ir tvirta
uzsienio politika, savos ekonomi-
kos stiprinimas gali uZtikrinti Va-

sario 16-osios idealy jgyvendini-

ma. Taciau to tikrai nepakakty,
jeigu mes uZmirStume Zmogu. Ar
lietuvyje teberusena tas pats kovin-
gumas, drasa, vienybé, sugebéji-
mas aukotis vardan tautos laisves?

ligiems metams $ios savybes
buvo uzmirstos. Tik pokario parti-
zany bei pavieniy didvyriu déka
Lietuva Siandien vel yra nepriklau-
soma.

Kad ja iSsaugotume, turime
susigrazinti dvasia, ta pacia, su
kuria tukstanciai vyry apgyne Va-
sario 16-aja, nes tik ji lietuviams
suteiks jegu kelyje i nepriklauso-
mybeés jtvirtinima.

IS LIETUVOS IR APIE LIETUVA

— Vilniuje sausio 21 d. iskil-
mingai pasiraSyta bendradarbia-
vimo sutartis tarp Lietuvos vals-
tybinés geodezijos tarnybos ir
JAV Gynybos departamento Gy-
nybos kartografavimo agenti-
ros. Beveik metus rengty doku-
menty savo parasais patvirtino
Geodezijos tarnybos direktorins
Zenonas Kumetaitis ir JAV agen-
tiros vicedirektorius Charles D.
Hall. Si sutartis, kaip pasaké EL-
TOS korespondentui Z. Kume-
taitis, turi didelg politing reiks-
me. Ji sudarys technines prielai-
das Lietuvai grei¢iau integruotis
i NATO saugumo sistemg —

1993 m. Kalédos ir Naujieji Metai Vilniuje pirma karta buvo svenéiami Rotusés aikstéje.
Anksciau pagrindiné Kalédy egluté ir linksmybes vykdavo Gedimino aikstéje prie
arkikatedros. Viktoro Kapodciaus nuotrauka.

NATO nariams privalomi griezti
unifikuoti standartai. Nauji Lie-
tuvos kartografiniai zeméelapiai
bus rengiami nebe pagal sovie-
ting, o pagal NATO standarty si-
stema. Z. Kumetaitis taip pat ak-
centavo, jog sutartis pades Lie-
tuvos sp('ciulistmns greic¢iau jsi-
savinti praktiskai naujas darby
risis:  jariniy . ir  aeronautiniy
zemelapiy sudarymay.

— Lietuvos jory laivininkys-
tes motorlaivis “Siauliai” j Svedi-
jos Ahuso uosty nugabeno klai-
pedieciy dovang biciuliams —
Karlskriinos miesto gyventojams
— 2.5 metro aukséio skulptirg.
Ja i8 zuolo isdroze alytiskis tau-
todailininkas Vladas Krusna ir
pavadino Birute, o Svedai tik-
riausiai, jg vadins lietuvaite.
Skulptiira atidengta Karlskraimo-
je sausio 22-23 dienomis rengia-
mo forumo “Lietuva—94" metu.

— Tik normaliy tarnybos sg-
lygy sudarymas gali pagerinti
Lietuvos karinomenés padétj,
pasaké Lietuvos Respublikos
krasto apsaugos ministras Linas
Linkevicius sausio 19 d. radijo
laidoje, skirtoje karinomenés
problemoms. Ministras  sake,
kad svarbiausia priezastis, del
kurios kencia tiek kareiviai, tiek
karininkai, yra leSy trikumas.
KraSto apsaugai 1994 metais,
kaip ir pernai, skiriama 4,4%
biudzeto lésy, o tai apie 130 mi-
lijona lity. Atsakydamas j klausi-
mg apie nestatutinius santykius
Lietuvos karintomenéje, minist-
ras uztikrino, kad su Sia blogybe
kovojama. 15 81-os iskeltos bau-
driamosios hvlos 72 jau perduo-

tos teismui.
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— Baltijos taikos bataliono
mokymo centryg ketinama jkurti
Alytuje, buvusioje rusy desanti-
nio bataliono bazéje. Savo zodj
turés tarti NATO ir Jungtiniy
Tauty ekspertai. Jkurti Baltijos
bataliong 1993 m. lapkricio 20 d.
nusprende Taline susitike Lietu-
vos, Latvijos ir Estijos kariuo-
meniy vyriausieji vadai.

— Svedijoje, Karlskramoje,
sausio 23 - 24 dienomis Svedi-
jos-Lietuvos draugija ir Baltijos
institutas surengeé seminarg “Fo-
rum Litauen — 94”. Buvo svars-
tytos dvisalio bendradarbiavimo
galimybés.

— Rusijos uzsienio reikaly
ministerijos spaudos departa-
mento direktorius G. Krasinas
pareiské, kad “Lietuvoje pasi-
girde nedraugiski pareiskimai
deél Kaliningrado srities stebina

ir gali apsunkinti prasidéjusj Ru-

sijos ir Lietuvos = santykiy
normalizavimo procesy”. Pasak
jo, “teisés, istorijos ir moralés
poziariu Kaliningrado sritis yra
neatskiriama Rusijos dalis, ir Ru-
sija neleis perziaréti tarptauti-
niy teisiniy akty, jtvirtinusiy jos
dabartinj statusa”.

— Numizmatikos paroda “Pi-
nigai Lietuvoje 1915-1940 me-
tais” surengta Suomijoje, Joensu
mieste.  Ekspozicija parenge
Lietuvos nacionalinis muziejus.

— Lietuvos Respublikos Mi-
nistras  Pirmininkas Adolfas
Slezevicius, sausio 17 d. su neo-
ficialiu vizitu, iSvyko j Estijos
Respubliky. Sausio 18 d. jvyko
susitikimas su Estijos Respubli-
kos Ministry Pirmininku Martu

Laaru. Aptartos abiejy valstybiy
tolesnio bendradarbiavimo per-
spektyvos, plétojant energetikos
aikj, vystant pramong ir prekyba.
Sausio 19 d. Jarmaloje jvyko
Lietuvos, Latvijos ir Estijos Res-
publiky  Ministry  Pirmininky
bei juos lydinéiy delegacijy pasi-
tarimas.  Lietuvos ir Latvijos
premjery bei delegacijy susitiki-
me tartasi del Lietuvos — Latvi-
jos jary sienos bei Liepojos ir
Biitingés terminaly statybos.
— “Lietuvos — Lenkijos lais-
vos prekybos zona bus jkurta is-
kart po to, kai Lietuva taps
GATT-0 naré”, — pasaké Lenki-
jos ekonominio bendradarbiavi-

mo su uzsieniu ministras Leslav-
vas Potkanskis. Tokia nuostata
Lenkijoje susiformavo po
GATT-o eilinio raundo sutarties
pasiraSvmo. Pasak ministro, jau
dabar deréty pradeti rengti to-
kios dvisalés sutarties projekty.
— Latvijos, Lietuvos ir Esti-
jos aukStyjy mokykly deéstytojai
ketina jkurti tarptauting nevy-
riausybing organizacijy “Baltijos
vienvbe”. Si organizacija veiks
Baltijos valstybiy vienvbes ir jos
gynimo interesais. Baltijos vals-
tvbiy inteligentijos atstovai jsiti-
king, kad gvvybiskai batinas
glaudesnis  Baltijos  valstyvbiy
bendradarbiavimas  politikos,
ekonomikos ir kultairos srityje.

— Sausio 16 d. prie Seimo ri-
my jvyko iSkilminga savanoriy
rikinoté,  skirta  savanoriskos
krato apsaugos tarnybos jkiri-
mo tre¢iosioms metinéms. Ri-
kinotéje dalyvavo visy aStuoniy
SKAT-0 rinktiniy bariai. Vil-
niaus arkikatedroje bazilikoje
buvo aukojamos misios uz zuvu-
sius savanorius.

— Vilniuje $iuo metu veikia dvi
valgyklos, kurios kasdien nemo-
kamai pamaitina 1,500 vargsy.

— Kunigy seminarijos Lietu-
voje kandidaty pereitais metais
priimta: Kaune 42, TelSiuose 17,
Vilniuje 22, Lietuviai prancisko-
nai Siais metais turi 15 klieriky
noviciate Kennel)unkporte,
ME, ir 11 klieriky Kauno kunigy
seminarijoje.

— Jau trecia karta sausio 13-
gja Vilniaus gatvémis surengia-
mas tradicinis devyniy kilomet-
ry begimas “Gyvybés ir mirties
keliu” nuo Antakalnio kapiniy iki
televizijos boksto. Siemet jame
dalyvavo rekordinis 700 begiky
birys — Karo mokyklos, Polici-
jos akademijos, SKATo wvyrai,
daug moksleiviy i§ jvairiausiy
Lietuvos kampeliy. Zmonés prie
TV boksto sveikino finiSuojan-
¢ius. Ypac Siltai buvo sutiktas
pirmasis bégimo dalyvis — uz-
sienietis, JAV ambasados rysiy
karininkas  kapitonas  James
Voss. “Dalyvaudamas begime
troskau solidarizuotis su narsiai-
siais lietuviais”, — pasaké James
Voss. Bégimo dalyviai prie TV
hoksto padéjo vainiky.

— Alytuje pradedamas statyti
naujas tiltas per Nemuna. Jis bus
252 m ilgio, 16 m plodio.

Dr. Alfonsas Eidintas, Lietuvos Respublikos nepaprastasis ir
jgaliotasis ambasadorius Jungtinése Amerikos Valstijose
gruodzio 9 d., jteike skiriamuosius rastus prezidentui W. J.
Clinton.

— Visuomenés apklausos
duomenimis populiariausiu
1993 m. Lietuvos politiku tapo
A. Brazauskas — 34%, antras —
opozicijos lyderis V. Landsber-
gis — 7%, trecias — Seimo vice-
pirmininkas E. Bickauskas —
5%.

— “Pieno laso” draugijos pir-
masis suvaziavimas jvyke Vilniu-
je. Atsikiirusios draugijos svar-
biausias tikslas — kovoti su vaiky
mirtingumu, remti daugiavaikes
Seimas, rinkti bei skleisti zinias
apie tarptauting vaiky teisiy
konvencija, igyvendinti Sio do-
kumento principus Lietuvoje.
Pries kara Lietuvoje “Pieno
laso” draugija veiké nuo 1923 m.
iki 1940 m.

Netﬁrtinga
Lietuva tik

liaudziai...

Pirmasis Lietuvos Seimas te-
turéjo 78 narius ir ju uZteko, dabar
- 141 narj. 1994 m. iSlaidos Seimo
iSlaikymu numatytos 4,6 karto
didenés negu kad 1993 m.

Prezidentas A. Smetona teturé-
jo adjutanta ir asmeninj vairuoto-
ja, kuriam atlyginima mokéjo i3
savo algos, o dabartinis Lietuvos
Prezidentas turi 30 jvairiy pataréju
ir referenty, bei kita tiek kancelia-
rijos darbuotoju. Prazidenturos i$-
laikymui iSlaidos 1994 m. padidin-
tos 18 karty lyginant su 1993 m.

Lietuvos prezidentas skuba sta-
tyti sau valstybine vila ant Urbo
kalno Nidoje, kurios pirmine sa-
matiné verté¢ 2,7 milijono lity.
Buvusi vadinamoji "Kosygino vila"
jam pasirodé per prasta - nugriove
ligi pamaty net be Kultaros pavel-
do inspekcijos Zinios. Kai kam jsta-
tymai vis dar negalioja...

Prie3karin¢je Lietuvoje buvo
8 ministerijos, dabar Lietuvoje -
16, be to premjeras reikalauja dar
ir septynioliktosios - Bendruju
reikaly ministerijos.

LDDP "rinkimy i Seima pro-
gramoje" rasé: "taupiai naudoti
izdo lesas, krasto isteklius, suma-
zinti valdymo aparata, panaikinti
bet kokio rango valdininky privile-
gijas".

Taigi, neturtinga Lietuva Sjan-
dien yra tik liaudZiai, bet ne jos
"tarnams”...




Page Twelve

GARsAs

Vol. 77 /No. 3

Lithuanian Self-Tauqht

Popular Lithuanian Recipes
by Josephine Dauzvardas

LITHUANIAN HISTORY/HERITAGE BOOKS
(Available to Members Only)

by M. Variakojyle - Inkeniene (Essentials of
Lithuanian for travel and enjoyment)........

Lithuanian/English Dictionary

English/Lithuanian Dictionary
(30,000 words by V. Baravykas)....

by B. Piesarskas and B. Svecevicious (about 27,000 words)................... $15.00

Introduction to Modern Lithuanian

Simas t imas Kudirka

Lithuanians in America

The Brothers Domeika

Lithuania’s most famous ruler)

(Forty lessons for the teacher or the self-teacher)
by Dambriunas, Klimas and Schmalsteig,

by Jurgis Gliauda (Translated by Kestutis

by Dr. Antanas Kucas, (translated by Joseph Boley) .........cccoiiviieiiviniennns $11.00

by Liudas Dovydenas, (translated by Milton Stark.)..........ccccoceneiiiiniiciininnnnne $3.50

Vytautas the Great - Grand Duke of Lithuania
by Dr. Joseph B. Koncius. (The life and times of

Praise the Lord, All You nations

by Sister Virginia Marie Vytell
Lithuanian Cookery

Lithuanian Customs and Traditions
by Danute Brazyte Bindokiene.

(A religious, social and cultural history of Lithuania)

by Izabele Sinkeviciute (328 pages)............

Birthday Greetings

Birthday greetings go out to
Mrs. Julia Bendock who was 99
years young on Valentine's Day.

Proof again that "Lithuanians
live longer."

Julia lives at Park Towers
Apts., Green Street, in Nanticoke
and is more chipper than some
50 and 60 year olds.

Julia and her friends are look-
ing forward to the Big 100 in
1995.

Correction

On our recipe page in the
February issue, the Meat Loaf
and Vegetables recipe and the
Rice Pudding were two specials
of our Lithuanian Cook Fran
Shoppel. The Tuna Bean Salad
was credited to her by mistake.
Sorry, Fran.

Make all checks payable to:
Lithuanian Catholic Alliance and mail to:
L.C.A., 71-73 S. Washington St., Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701

Attention Poets

The National Library of Poetry
has announced that $12,000 in
prizes will be awarded this year
to over 250 poets in the North
American Open Poetry Contest.

The deadline for the contest is
March 31, 1994. The contest is
open to everyone and entry is
FREE.

Any poet, whether previously
published or not, can be a win-

ner. Every poem entered also
has a chance to be published in a
deluxe, hardbound anthology.

To enter, send ONE original
poem, any subject and any style,
to The National Library of

Poetry, 11419 Croncridge Dr.,
P.O. Box 704-YF, Owings Mills,
MD 21117.

The poem should be no more
than 20 lines, and the poet's
name and address should appear

on the top of the page. Entries
must be postmarked by March
31, 1994. A new contest opens
April 1, 1994,

Obituaries

CHERNESKY, John

298 Ward Rd. Lodge 170
N. Towanda, NY 14120
Died: 1/22/94

Buried: 1/28/94
St. Michael's Cemetery
Dubois, PA

DAIDYNAS, Anthony ............

Lodges 111, 222
Last address:

C/O T. Koehler

101 W. Broadway #1110
San Diego, CA 92101-8212
Died: 12/25/91

MACHINIST, ANNa .....ccoeevenee
Lodge 28

(Adele Melesky)

Last address:

1621 Church St.

Scranton, PA: 18508

Died: 1/19/94

Buried: 1/22/94

St. Catherine Cemetery

Moscow, PA

STRAVINSKY, Albert ........c...
Lodge 28
486 Walnut St.

Luzerne, PA 18709

Died: 2/5/94

Buried: 2/8/94

St. Ignatius Cemetery
Pringle,PA

Sincere sympathy is extended
to Mr. Stravinsky's widow,
Helen,his brother Joseph, sis-
ters Florence Stravinsky,
Albina Bolsar, Mary Sternick,
and nieces and nephews who are
members of Lodge 28 in Luzerne.

MALASAUSKAS, Adele
Lodge 30

216 Lawdon St.

N. Syracuse, NY 13212

Died: 1/17/94

Buried: Lake Lehman Cemetery
Dallas, PA

Athletic Scholarships Available

Over 100,000 collegiate schol-
arships are available each year
to male and female high school
and junior college student ath-
letes. Contrary to popular belief,
students don't have to be all state
to qualify. Much of this money
goes unused.

A new publication with forms,
sample letters and tables of fac-

tual information is available for
student athletes.

For information on how to get
a collegiate athletic scholarship,
send a #10 self-addressed,

stamped envelope to the
National Sports Foundation,

611A Willow Drive, P.O. Box 940,
Oakhurst, NJ 07755.

i MOVING?
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B Name (please print)
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| Please allow 4-6 weeks for issues to arrive at new address.
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