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Perspecti ves
Another Lithuanian-American icon will be only a treasured 
memory...

In the November 30, 2001 issue of the Darbininkas (The 
Worker), T. Benediktas Jurčys, OFM, Franciscan Provincial, an
nounced that the weekly newspaper would cease to be pub
lished as of January 2002.

According to Jurčys, the Lithuanian Franciscans united three 
Lithuanian newspapers, which were in financial crisis: Pitts
burgh's Lietuvių Žinios (Lithuanian News), Boston's Darbin
inkas (The Worker), and Brooklyn's Amerika (America) in 1951.

For 50 years Darbininkas provided the connection between 
many Lithuanians on the East Coast, primarily New York City 
area. Each subscriber could vicariously be part of activities and 
events just by reading and communicating with friends about 
them.

Lithuanians applauded for each other, comforted each other 
during times of loss, and cheered together when the news was 
as fantastic as the announcement of the reestablishment of 
Lithuania's independence.

Why are the presses stopping? The story is all too familiar. 
Many subscribers have died, youth have not subscribed, and 
costs to run the newspaper have steadily risen above what was 
affordable. The Franciscans manned the newspaper and didn't 
draw a salary. Currently there is only one Franciscan left — the 
rest are salaried employees.

The only consolation we have is that with each generation of 
newly-arrived Lithuanians there are changes in the form of in
creased parishioner numbers at all ready established Lithuanian 
churches, an interest in maintaining the language by enrolling 
children into Lithuanian schools, and the desire to connect with 
others. This connection inevitably takes the form of newspa
pers, clubs, events, and informal gatherings.

The only difference between what has passed and what will 
be is the method... the machine by which it is done... the rebirth 
in a form befitting the future. Will there be other newspapers to 
take the place of Darbininkas? I truly think so. Connections do 
not simply fade... they grow stronger and are empowered by a 
forum. Enterprising newly-arrived Lithuanians will hit the 
ground running, and we will soon see the presses churning 
again.

Editor
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On the cover: 
GRANDIS Lithuanian folk 
dancers at the 50th Jubi
lee Celebration on Octo
ber 13th, 2001 in Chi
cago.
Photo: J. Tamulaitis
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frthuonions haven't always been on "time" with the rest of the world. In fact, it 
Cs took a few hundred years before she caught up with the calendar we all use to
day.

The Lunar calendar was used in ancient Lithuania. The Solar calendar took root 
with the development of agriculture. From the middle of the 13 th century until the 
end of the 16th century, the Julian calendar became official in the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania. The Gregorian calendar was introduced in the year 1586. This counting of 
time was abolished in 1800 when Lithuania was divided for the last time and fell un
der Russian rule. Russia used the old Julian calendar and reintroduced it in Lithuania.

In 1918, when Lithuania became independent Lithuanians began to use the stan
dard calendar. Changes of official calendars caused many disorders and misunder
standings in calendar traditions. Finally, most pagan festivities were connected to the 
Christian Holydays.

The names of months in Lithuania are connected with phenomena in nature, sea
sonal works, holidays, flora and fauna. The days of the week are called according to 
their place in the week; Pirmadienis - first day; Antradienis - second day; Trečiadi
enis - third day; Ketvirtadienis - fourth day; Penktadienis - fifth day; Šeštadienis - 
sixth day; and Sekmadienis - seventh day.
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Teresė Gečienė

LAC CCLCEN

CELLLLATICN

Threats of terrorist attacks, media hype 
about fear of flying did not deter 
Lithuanian-Americans and their guests 
from Lithuania to gather in the Chicago 
area for a week long celebration of the 50th anni
versary of the Lithuanian-American Community, 

Inc. From October 8th through the 14th there were 
enough events and activities to please every taste: 
from highbrow discussions to pure Lithuanian en
tertainment.

To bring as many people as possible from 
throughout the United States, it was decided by 
LAC leadership to hold the celebration in conjunc
tion with the annual Board of Directors meeting. 
To include dignitaries from Lithuania, the semi
annual session of the Joint Commission of Seimas 
(Lithuanian Parliament) and LAC was scheduled 
for the first time to meet in the United States rather 
than in Vilnius during the first part of the week of 
the Board of Directors session.

A happy coincidence brought the distinguished 
Boys' Choir Ąžuoliukas from Lithuania to partici
pate in a youth choirs' Friendship Festival in Salt 
Lake City in October. Thanks to the coordinating 
efforts of Marija Remienė, Chair of LAC Cultural 
Council, the jubilee celebration would have a mag
nificent finale with a concert by Ąžuoliukas on 
Sunday, October 14!

A Brief Summary of Jubilee Events
From October 8-11, the Joint Commission of 

Seimas and LAC met at the Lithuanian World Cen
ter in Lemont, IL. The Commission has four mem

bers from Seimas representing each of the major 
political parties and five elected members from the 
LAC Board of Directors. Co-chairs of the Com
mission are Vaclovas Karbauskis from Seimas and 
Liuda Rugienienė from LAC.

The Joint Commission meets to discuss issues 
of mutual concern both to Lithuania and to Lithua
nian Americans, such as double citizenship, educa
tional and economic cooperation, double taxation 
of pensions of Lithuanian-American retirees living 
in Lithuania, taxation of charitable donations, etc.

To discuss reforms in Lithuania's higher educa
tion brought six administrators of institutions of 
higher learning in Lithuania and fourteen Lithua
nian-American academics to share their experi
ences in American universities and colleges. Coor
dinated by Dr. Stasys Bačkaitis, vice president of 
LAC National Executive Committee for Academic 
Affairs, they held two day long meetings and pre
sented their conclusions to the Joint Seimas and 
LAC Commission.

The 16th LAC Board of Directors met for its 
second annual session October 12-13 at the Radis
son Hotel, Alsip, IL. Current Chair of the Board is 
Regina Narušis, Esq. Among the distinguished 
guests were Ambassador to the U.S.A. Vygaudas 
Usackas, Ambassador to the United Nations Dr. 
Gediminas Šerkšnys, Vice president of Seimas 
Artūras Skardžius (representing Artūras Pau
lauskas, President of Seimas), Minister of Educa
tion Algirdas Monkevičius, Minister of Social and 
Human Services Irena Blinkevičiūtė, General Con
sul of Lithuania Giedrius Apuokas, Honorary Con-

TERESĖ GEČIENĖ is The Lithuanian-American Community Inc. ’s Information Services officer.
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sul Vaclovas Kleiza, the rectors and vice rectors of 
institutions of higher learning of Lithuania, as well 
as members of the Joint Commission from Seimas

Guests from Lithuania closely observed the ses
sion's meetings and also had an opportunity to visit 
the many Lithuanian institutions in the Chicago 
area.

One of the more important changes in the LAC 
structure voted during this session was the creation 
of the 10th region (apygarda) of LAC to encompass 
the heretofore "independent" chapters of Colorado. 
Kansas, Nebraska, and Texas.

The Board of Directors session included a gala 
dinner on Friday, October 12, attended by many 
prominent Lithuanian-Americans not only from the 
Chicago area, but also from throughout the United 
States. The keynote speaker was Vytautas Voler- 
tas, former two term national 
president of the LAC.

Saturday, October 13 was 
the official commemoration 
of the Golden Jubilee of the 
LAC held at the Lithuanian 
Youth Center (Jaunimo Cen
tras) in Chicago. After offi
cial greetings by Dr. Petras 
Kisielius, President of the Ju
bilee Organizing Committee, 
Artūras Skardžius, Vice 
president of Seimas; Vygan
das Ušackas, Ambassador of 
Lithuania to the United 
States; Bronius Nainys, for
mer National President of 
LAC, former president of the 
Lithuanian World Community and the author of the 
book Lietuvai ir Lietuvybei (For Lithuania and 
Lithuanian Heritage) written expressly for the Ju
bilee; delivered the main address.

S. Algimantas Gečys, current President of the 
National Executive Committee of the LAC, pre
sented commemorative plaques to five organiza
tions which play prominent roles in the preserva
tion of Lithuanian heritage among the youth: Ateit
ininkai (Lithuanian 
Catholic Youth Organization). Lithuanian Scouts 
of America, Knights of Lithuania, and the Lithua
nian Folk Dance Institute. The fifth recipient was 
The Lithuanian Foundation whose financial support 
enables much of the cultural, educational, and so
cial services work of the LAC and many other

Lithuanian organizations.
The formal part was followed by a cultural pro

gram featuring the choir Dainava under the direc
tion of Darius Polikaitis; the Lithuanian Folk 
Dance Group Grandis under the direction of Vio
leta Smieliauskaitė-Fabianovich; Kanklės Ensem
ble of Chicago under the direction of Genė Razu- 
mienė; and recitations by Audrė Budrytė and the 
Lithuanian Heritage School students.

The evening's program was preceded by a photo 
exhibit arranged by Leonas Narbutis, Vice presi
dent of LAC Cultural Council, to show fifty years 
of activities by the Lithuanian-American Commu
nity in its various fields of endeavors. A reception 
with music by Tėviškės Kapela, directed by Stasė 
Jagminienė, provided a happy ending to the eve
ning's festivities.

Sunday, October 14 started 
with a Mass of Thanksgiving 
at Nativity BVM Lithuanian 
R.C. Church Chief celebrant 
and homilist was Reverend 
Bishop Jonas Kauneckas from 
Lithuania. Concurrently, a 
special service was held at Tė
viškės (Homeland) Parish of 
Evangelical Lithuanian- 
Americans. In the afternoon, 
the concert by Lithuania's emi
nent boys' choir Ąžuoliukas in 
Maria High School auditorium 
drew a full house of enthusias
tic listeners.

Vytautas Miškinis, the 
choir's teacher and musical 

director, evoked remarkable disciplined perform
ances from his singers. The rapport between the 
boys and their teacher is one of mutual respect and 
affection. A standing ovation at the end of the pro
gram elicited more than one encore from Ąžuoliu
kas.

The next day Ąžuoliukas flew to Salt Lake City 
where they successfully participated in a week long 
Youth Choirs' Friendship Festival. From Salt Lake 
City, they flew to Canada for concerts in Toronto 
and Ottawa before returning to Lithuania ex
hausted, but jubilant about their North American 
tour, which also included concerts in Washington, 
New York City, Cleveland and other cities.

The organizing committee published a 200-page 
anniversary program book, edited by Jūratė
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Budrienė. It included official greetings from Presi
dent Bush of the United States and President Val
das Adamkus of Lithuania, as well as other Ameri
can and Lithuanian dignitaries. It also provided an 
historical glimpse into the activities of the LAC 
with a listing of all chapters, and former and cur
rent national officials.

The Lithuanian-American Community will con
tinue to celebrate the Golden Jubilee through this 
and next year as the original LAC chapters hold 
their own 50th celebrations. Anniversary celebra
tions need to bring together the descendants of old 

and the new generations of Lithuanian immigrants. 
Unless the LAC taps and unites the talents and en
ergies of the newest arrivals together with those of 
former generations, all that has been accomplished 
and preserved by the LAC and the earliest immi
grant pioneers of 19th and early 20th centuries will 
be lost. Let us use the spirit of the Jubilee not to 
dwell on the past, but to look forward to the future 
to carry on our traditions and to continue the social, 
educational, and cultural services for the future 
generations of Lithuanian-Americans. ♦

Scenes frcm the Jubilee Celebraticn

S. Algimantas Gečys, pres, of the LAC National Execu
tive Committee, delivers his annual report to the LAC 
Board of Directores. From left: LAC Board of Directors 
officers B. Juodelis, Dr. P. Kisielius (also chairman of the 
50th Jubilee Committee), and B. Vilutis.

Photo: K. Razgaitis

Delegation from Lithuania to the Seimas and LAC Joint Commission session Oct. 8—11, 2001. From left: V. Karbauskis, prof. V. 
Gontis, Dr. R Motuzas, prof. A. Gaižutis, V. Vidugiris (LAC representative), J. Šniaukštienė, A. Sakalas, J. Razma, A. Lydeka, prof. 
S. Vaitekūnas, R. Griškelis (Lithuanian World Center official), Lithuania's Minister of Education Dr. A. Monkevičius, and prof. K. 
Makarūnas.

Photo: A. Rugienius
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the LAC 50th Anniversary Mass of Thanksgiving on October 14, 
2001 in Chicago.

Photo: J. Tamulaitis

Recipients of the LAC 50th Jubilee Awards for Fostering Lithuanian Heritage among Lithuanian-American Youth. From left: for the 
Knights of Lithuania — Robert A. Martin, jr.; for the Lithuanian Folk Dance Institute — Nijolė Pupienė; for the Ateitininkai — Dr. Vy
tas Narutis; for the Lithuanian Scouts — Birutė Banaitienė; for the Lithuanian Foundation — Dr. Antanas Razma and Povilas Kilius.

,haįį«s'-. O Photo: J. Tamulaitis
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Marija Remienė received an appreciation award from prof. Vytautas Miškinis for arranging 
the American concert tour. From left: V. Miškinis — Musical Director of the AŽUOLIUKAS 
Boys' Choir; M. Remienė — Chairperson of the LAC Cultural Council; and S. A. Gečys — 
pres: Of the LAC National Executive Committee.

Photo: J. Tamulaitis

The AŽUOLIUKAS Boys’ Choir during their concert in Chicago, Oct. 14th at the LAC 50th Jubilee. Walking 
across the stage is Vytautas Miškinis, the Musical Director.

Photo: J. Tamulaitis
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TĖVIŠkĖS KAPELA plays Lithuanian music at the reception following the formal festivities of the 50th Jubilee Program on Oct.

13th. In the center is the KAPELA's director Stasė Jagminienė.
Photo: J. Tamulaitis

KANKLĖS players and the DAINAVA CHOIR singers in the background after their performance at the LAC 
50th Jubilee. First at the right in front is Genė Razumienė, director and teacher of the KANKLĖS 
ensemble.

Photo: J. Tamulaitis
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Zita Petkus

Origins of a Thriving 
Community

or its 30th birthday 20 years ago, the national Lithuanian-American Com
fy munity of the USA, Inc. published a commemorative volume incorporating 

J- chapter histories to that date. In celebration of its 50th jubilee, the organi
zation prepared a history of all its chapters, including that of Washington State, for 
the time period-1981-2000. Below is the overview excerpted from a manuscript that 
was submitted to the national Lithuanian-American Community on behalf of the 
Washington State Chapter.

O
ld-timers recall that although the Seat
tle Lithuanian-American Community 
was quite active in the 1950’s and 
60’s, membership dropped off. and the 
pace slowed down in the 1970's. However, in 

1979 the idea of “community” took hold once 
again, and the local chapter of the national Lithua
nian-American Community was revived under the 
leadership of the new president, Ina Bertulytė Bray, 
with an executive board consisting of Victor Vy
tautas Lapatinskas. vice president; Bruno Gedimi
nas Morkūnas, treasurer; and Nijolė Maria Raižys, 
secretary. From that point on, it seemed that the 
community flourished and grew by leaps and 
bounds; its activities expanding to encompass di
verse cultural, social, and political aspects of 
Lithuanian interest.

Back in 1979, there were even fewer Lithuani
ans in Seattle. The membership roster contained 
well under a hundred names; some were World 
War II refugees and their children, others were de

scendants of earlier immigrants, and there was a 
significant number of "mixed" families (i.e., only 
one of the spouses being Lithuanian) with no 
Lithuanian language fluency.

As the reinvented community entered the 
I980’s, it became clear very quickly that its future 
stood at risk unless steps were taken to ensure an 
approach of inclusion, not exclusion on the basis of 
not knowing the Lithuanian language - as was the 
unspoken norm elsewhere. Therefore, early on it 
was decided to conduct community events in Eng
lish whenever there were non-speakers of Lithua
nian present - a radical concept for its time. Over 
the years this strategy has had great success in 
bringing together all people of Lithuanian heritage, 
especially the youngsters, and their friends. No 
one is excluded - the important common denomi
nator being a connection to “Lithuanianism”.

Community life got an additional kick-start with 
the establishment of the Lietutis Lithuanian Folk 
Dance Group in 1981. Yes, the group provided a

ZITA PETKUS received an honorary appointment as Tulpė Times representative to the Seattle chapter of the Lithuanian- 
American Community. Inc. This article first appeared in the Tulpė Times Slay 2001 issue.
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fun opportunity for people to get together on a fre
quent and regular basis, but it also fostered the de
velopment of friendships and strengthened ties 
within the greater context of Community life. 
Many of the dancers became among the most ac
tive of Community members and found themselves 
working together in leadership roles on other 
Lithuanian projects.

Also in 1981, Tulpė Times began publication. 
An effort to keep Community members in touch 
with their Lithuanian interests, the bilingual quar
terly newsletter started out humbly as a one-time 
only project. Twenty years later, it continues to 
have “something for everyone” as it addresses po
litical, cultural, and social interests of the Commu
nity, no longer just locally, but internationally. On 
the occasion of Tulpė’s fifth birthday in 1986, 
president Ina Bertulytė Bray wrote: “You have pro
vided the glue that has bound us together.”

During its first four years, Tulpė stayed away 
from controversial politics due to concerns about 
potential reprisals against relatives behind the Iron 
Curtain. However, in 1985. the floodgates opened 
with the publication of an article on the Helsinki 
Accords, and it’s been “no holds barred” ever 
since. In the course of its 20 years Tulpė Times 
has obtained recognition and highly favorable re
views from the wider Lithuanian Community na
tionwide.

Lithuanian activities in Washington state aren't 
exclusive to the auspices of the Lithuanian- 
American Community, Inc. A large number of 
Community members also belong to the local chap
ter of the Daughters of Lithuania, a charitable or
ganization open to all Lithuanian women. Estab
lished in 1975, the Seattle chapter is particularly 
proud that two of the founders of this international 
organization, Aleksandra “Mama” Gylys and her 
daughter, Aldona Minelga, are still active locally. 
The Daughters host annual workshops in Easter 
egg dyeing and Lithuanian Christmas tree straw 
ornament construction, and also hold a yearly fund
raiser picnic open to all families and friends Their 
motto, “a helping hand for the needy,” keeps them 
focused on fund-raising in support of charitable 
causes, most recently, needy children in Lithuania. 
To this end they periodically sponsor bake sales, 
organize garage sales, and also feature arts and 
crafts sales.

Seattle’s Lithuanian-American Community is 
justifiably proud of a whole line of talented and 

dedicated presidents who not only provided leader
ship, but with their energy, commitment, and vision 
prodded, urged, dragged, coaxed, and inspired the 
community into an impressive scope of Lithuanian 
activity. In particular, Ina Bertulyte Bray, Irena 
Blekys, and Jūratė Mažeika-Harrison spring to 
mind. Their respective administrations operated 
during the dramatic era of Lithuania's rebirth and 
re-establishment of independence, when the inten
sity of political involvement and cultural expres
sion locally paralleled the passion and excitement 
of events in Lithuania. During those exhilarating 
but tense times, it seemed that not a day, not an 
hour went by, without requiring prompt Commu
nity response and involvement, at which these three 
leaders excelled.

Local Baltic-Americans discovered the benefits 
of inter-community cooperation in 1984, working 
together on a large scale Baltic cultural exhibit, the 
first of its kind (though not the last!) in Seattle, at 
the Nordic Heritage Museum. Thenceforth, Latvi
ans, Estonians, and Lithuanians have joined forces 
in diverse settings: folk dance parties, political 
demonstrations, community picnics, and, in recent 
years, auctions and other projects in support of the 
Baltic Studies Program at the University of Wash
ington.

In 1986, the Baltic Action Committee was 
formed to strengthen the joint political clout of the 
three local communities. Leadership responsibili
ties were rotated, so that Lithuanians also took their 
turn in heading up the committee.

With the above elements in place - strong lead
ership, a philosophy of inclusion, social and net
working opportunities, a system for regular com
munication, and inter-community cooperation with 
other Balts - over the years the Seattle Chapter has 
evolved into a dynamic and thriving community 
that has come to the notice of and commands the 
respect of larger communities elsewhere. ♦

Editor’s Postscript: Lithuania recently opened a consu
late in Seattle. Lithuanian ambassador to the U.S. Vy- 
gaudas Ušackas spoke at a two-day Seattle Conference 
on NA TO Enlargement in the Baltic States at the Uni
versity of Washington in Seattle, Washington on Nov. 
29th detailing the Lithuanian view on expansion in the 
Alliance and what that will mean for regional security 
and cooperation with Russia.
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Vygaudas Ušackas

The IBalitiic States and Russia
iiini ami Enlarged Europe

The following is on excerpt from a speech made at 
The Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS) 
Seminar in Washington, D.C. on November 13th, 2001.

T
he common agenda and common ef
forts to advance the vision of Europe 
whole and free make us believe that 
we are within reach to utilize the his
toric window of opportunity in 2002. As we pro

gress towards this goal [inclusion to NATO], we 
nevertheless remain realists and acknowledge the 
demanding and possible bumpy road still ahead of 
us.

First, we still may need, as my President Valdas 
Adamkus said on the 10th of September at the 
CSIS. to counter the (for us a hardly comprehensi
ble) argument: “you are not like us. so we don’t 
want you’’. However neuralgic to this argument we 
may be, the best counteraction, however, remains 
consistent in our efforts to further economic pro
gress and strengthen defense capabilities and to 
continue to deal with appearing shortcomings of 
each of us.

Secondly, we may still need to be innovative 
and redouble our efforts to outreach Russia and to 
prove for some who are still suspicious - and what 
for us is self-evident - that the Baltics are not anti
Russian and our aspirations to join NATO will not 
poison US/Westem-Russian relations, in particular 
at this critical juncture of the war against terrorism. 
On the contrary, Euro-Atlantic integration of the 
Baltic States opens new opportunities for us all, for 
Europe, for the U.S. and for Russia itself.

From my point of view, the positive agenda of 
Baltic-Russia relations, which was presented by 
President Adamkus at the CSIS on Sept. 10, 2001, 

becomes even more appealing as we witness a 
change of Russian attitudes towards the U.S. and 
the West in general.

It remains to be seen whether President’s Putin 
support for the U.S. actions against terrorism, clo
sure of Soviet era military bases in Cuba and Viet
nam, and the softening position on NATO enlarge
ment constitute a part of his tactics for the medium 
term geopolitical considerations and economic 
needs or it is a much in-depth change of the strat
egy in relations with the West, which some have 
already named as a promising new paradigm of re
lations between Russia and the West.

I, myself, being an advocate of “consistency and 
fact building diplomacy with Russia”, believe that 
further efforts of the Baltic states and their friends 
to "reach" practical cooperative activities with Rus
sia may further reduce anxieties over Baltic mem
bership in NATO and facilitate better appreciation 
of Russia’s cooperation/integration with the West 
or. at least if not at first, clarify the degree of Rus
sia's readiness to be integrated with the West.

From the outset, let me clarify my understand
ing of verbs of “Integration or cooperation”. Cur
rently, I am often asked, what do Lithuanians/ 
Baltics think about Russian membership in NATO 
and/or EU. My answer to the American, European, 
and Russian friends is: “Yes, Russia, which shares 
the values and conducts herself in accordance to 
the ideals and principles of the communities which 
have gathered around the key Euro-Atlantic institu
tions EU and NATO, would be a success to both

VYGAUDAS UŠACKAS is the Ambassador of Lithuania to the United States
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them and us. Moreover, keeping in mind our com
plex history', Russia, acting like any other country 
of Euro Atlantic community , would be an impor
tant guarantee for stability and security in the re
gion”.

However, the key prerequisites for this (what I 
consider not a joke) "happy ending” is, first, appre
ciation of what kind of requirements (including 
thousands of EU directives) the memberships in 
EU and NATO contain, and how this would affect 
the country concerned.

Secondly, unwavering commitment to democ
racy and determination to pursue demanding eco
nomic, political, and military reforms by the Presi
dent of Russia and by the Russian political class 
majority. And last but not least, it is the will of the 
nation itself to be in alliance politically and eco
nomically with the West through core Western in
stitutions.

The lack of all the above mentioned prerequi
sites is probably why the public consideration by 
some Russian leaders about Russia joining NATO 
have often been considered not convincing, neither 
for the Americans or Europeans, or for the Rus
sians themselves. As one senior Russian diplomat 
said to me the other day: "... it’s going to take 200 
years before Russia will be willing and ready to 
adopt NATO military interoperability require
ments”.

Therefore, realistically one can speak at the mo
ment not about the memberships of Russia in 
NATO or the EU, which neither they have asked 
for, nor I would imagine at the moment they would 
have been granted, but rather about the degree of 
Russian involvement and engagement with NATO 
or the EU.

The new contours of Russian “integration” have 
been already made public by recent interviews of 
Vladimir Putin to the press representatives prior to 
his visit to the U.S., when he spelled out the goals 
to get for Russia the chance to participate in the al
liance's decision making and to significantly im
prove Russia-NATO relations. If this happens, 
then according to President Putin. "Russia is pre
pared to reconsider its previous opposition to 
NATO expansion to the three Baltic States”.

The reference to participation in the decision 
making process is not by accident. I believe Presi
dent Putin, being a realist and pragmatic, has now 
understood that Baltic membership in NATO is a 
natural process, which is going to happen anyway 

and ultimately. It does not threaten Russia’s secu
rity as membership of Poland was not a threat. 
However, my previous experience with Russia, 
when she was unable to constrain NATO during 
the Kosovo campaign and Putin’s overall goal to 
restore Russia’s strength and role in international 
affairs, leads me to believe that current policies of 
Putin are only natural because; first, it aims at re
gaining influence and acquire leverage over the de
cision making process on key subjects of interna
tional politics and, secondly, it promotes further 
avenues for needed cooperation with the West to 
bring know-how. investments and technologies to 
Russia, which are so needed for the country's re
covery and modernization.

What the Baltic countries can do in this context 
is to continue to build cooperation with Russia and 
its adjacent regions so as to reinforce a positive 
trend of appreciation about mutually beneficial co
operation between Russia and enlarging NATO and 
the EU.

The following basic agreements/understandings 
and practical steps could facilitate this policy:

■ Common understanding that Russian coop
eration with the West and the U.S., specifi
cally, are made by Russia’s own choice and 
not by force. President Putin's statement 
that it was time for Russia to end its isola
tion from the West and "to become a full- 
fledged member of the international com
munity” is confirmation of it.

■ In pursuit of its national interests to regain 
the strength and place in World Affairs, 
Russia needs the West/U.S. economically, 
politically, and strategically to promote in
vestments and thus economic change; to 
prepare herself for membership in the 
WTO; and to be in coalition against a possi
ble threat of terrorism.

■ Equally, membership of the Baltic states in 
the EU and NATO, will enlarge the area of 
countries and reach Russia, where the EU 
legislation will prevail, free trade will flour
ish, and investments will flow. Therefore 
instead of publicly asking or implicitly an
ticipating "prices" or "gifts" for the support 
to anti-terrorism or NATO enlargement. 
Russian political leaders should be encour
aged to further advance appreciation of its 
own decisions to cooperate with the West/ 
U.S.
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■ Listening to warnings about the possible 
new “Gorbachev’s fate scenarios” for Mr. 
Putin and "that the attempt to force a rever
sal of the foreign policy course should not 
be ruled out”, tend to agree with the conclu
sion of Michael McFaul from Stanford Uni
versity that most importantly, Putin needs 
the Bush administration to win the Afghan 
war. “Victory would vindicate Putin's pol
icy and quiet critics An American victory 
would demonstrate to Russia the benefits of 
being part of the powerful West and the 
negative consequences of being an enemy 
of the West.” (. .. Liberals within Russia 
also would be politically strengthened, and 
communists and nationalists weakened. 
Ironically, rather than a different policy on 
NATO expansion or Russian debt relief, the 
best strategy for improving U.S.-Russian 
ties is to win the war in Afghanistan.)

■ At the same time and in the context of the 
above mentioned, NATO, EU and the can
didate countries like the Baltic states, 
should continue steady and consistent prac
tical cooperative activities with Russia, sup
ported with the enhanced information pro
gramme which would help - what at this 
moment is perceived - the steps already be
ing made by President Putin to change Rus
sian attitudes towards NATO.

President Adamkus in his speech at the CSIS on 
the Sept. 10th, 2001 laid dow n the vision for the fu
ture Baltic-Russian cooperation. This vision is 
based upon what has been achieved at home and in 
the region during the past decade.

First, the Baltic States remain committed to the 
goal that the borders of the Baltic states should be 
among the most friendly and cooperative in all 
Europe. Lithuania and Russia are already off to a 
good start, especially with regard to Kaliningrad.

We are prepared to build on our successful co
operation with Russia in Kaliningrad and to expand 
cross-border cooperation with other neighboring 
regions of Russia and make it a priority. Academic 
exchange, sharing experience on how to widen the 
business network, improve public administration, 
and to develop gradual military contacts are just a 
few examples to mention. There should be more 
people-to-people contacts between our countries 
and regions.

Second, we have a common interest with Russia 

in regional economic growth and prosperity. The 
more securely we are anchored in the West, the 
more open we will be to trade and expanded eco
nomic cooperation with the East, including with 
Russia. For centuries Lithuania has been a natural 
gateway between Europe and Russia. We will be 
better able to assume that role once we are mem
bers of the EU and NATO

Third, a Russia that is democratic and at peace 
with itself and with its neighbors is an essential 
Lithuanian interest. No one will benefit more than 
us from the success of Russian democratic reform. 
We, too, want to see a Russia that feels integrated 
with, and not isolated from, the West. That is why 
Lithuania will be among those countries in the 
European Union and NATO who are politically 
committed to working to make sure that the doors 
of the Euro-Atlantic community are open for ex
panded cooperation with Russia.

Finally, at some point Russia will have to come 
to peace with its history, including with our coun
tries. We recognize that the Russian people suf
fered as much as anyone else under the yoke of 
communism. True reconciliation between the Bal
tic states and Russia can only be based on the truth 
about history and an honest reckoning with the 
past. We do not see this as a precondition for mov
ing forward. But so long as Russia is in denial 
about the past, and insists on upholding the myth 
that our countries voluntarily joined Soviet Union, 
our peoples will harbor doubts as to whether Mos
cow has truly and finally accepted the legitimacy of 
our sovereignty and independence.

I am more hopeful and optimistic about the U. 
S.-Russia relationship and the Lithuania-Russia re
lationship than at any time in the past ten years. It 
is in Russia’s interest for Lithuania and the Baltic 
states to be part of NATO. The events of Septem
ber 1Ith made this way of thinking more acceptable 
to Russia as it joins the new world coalition, and I 
believe Mr. Putin’s visit to the U.S. will further so
lidify this new way of thinking. We in Lithuania 
have worked hard at our relationship with Russia, 
and we will continue to do our part. We arc opti
mistic Russia will do the same not just in the con
text of NATO enlargement but also in the wide 
range of issues within which we deal with each 
other. ♦
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From the Lithuanian-American Community, Inc. Washington Office

AMERICA
AND LITHUANIA’S
FUTURE IN NATO

O
n October 24, 2001 Congressman 
Doug Bereuter (R-Nebraska) intro
duced into the House International Re
lations Committee the Freedom Con
solidation Act of 2001 (H.R.3167). The draft legis

lation was cosponsored by Congressmen Lantos, 
Hastert, Bonior, Armey, Hyde, Gilman, Goss, Cox, 
Gellegly. Mica, and Tanner.

On the same date, Senator Jesse Helms (R- 
North Carolina) introduced the same bill into the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee as S. 1572. 
The cosponsors included Senators Lieberman, 
Lugar, Durbin, Smith (Oregon), Mikulskį, Kyi, Al
len, Hagel, McCain, Brownback, McConnell, Frist, 
Dewine, Voinovich, Grassley, Hatch, Lott and 
Enzi.

The Freedom Consolidation Act of 2001 affirms 
the vision that President Bush expressed this June 
in Warsaw when he called for a Europe whole and 
undivided, and urging a further round of NATO 
enlargement at the 2002 NATO Summit. The Act 
is bipartisan as it is consistent with the policies of 
former President Clinton who launched the first 
round of NATO enlargement.

The bill describes how the NATO enlargement 
would aid in the global campaign against terrorism 
and that the proposed legislation would further 
peace and stability in Europe. Modest levels of fi
nancial assistance are included to assist the aspirant 
countries to better prepare for their membership in 
NATO. (The full text of the Act may be found on 
the internet at www.uscongress.usg.)

The interests of the United States and Lithuania 
would be best served by a quick enactment of this 
legislation. Enactment would strengthen the re
solve of the Bush Administration in supporting 
NATO enlargement in 2002 and inviting Lithuania, 
its fellow Baltic neighbors, and other adequately 
prepared aspirants into NATO.

We were very pleased that on November 7 the 
House of Representatives adopted with a 372 vote 
majority the now renamed Gerald B.H Solomon 
Freedom Consolidation Act. For a listing of the 
roll call vote, please refer to the following internet 
address: http:// clerkweb.house.gov/cgi-bin/vote. 
exe?year=2001 &rollnumber= 431. Senate ap
proval is now required.

Additional support for S. 1572, the Freedom 
Consolidation Act 2001, is urgently needed from 
Senators of both parties. Accordingly, the Lithua
nian-American Community’s Public Affairs Coun
cil seeks your assistance that not only Lithuanian 
Americans, but all voters in your localities urge 
their Senators to support S. 1572. It would also be 
advisable to send your Congressperson a thank you 
note for a vote cast in favor of H R. 3167 for the 
now renamed Gerald B.H. Solomon Freedom Con
solidation Act or a note of concern in the event of a 
negative vote.

Listed below are some talking points and sam
ples of letters that may be written to Senators and 
Congressmen. The writers may wish to include 
some thoughts on their personal experiences and 
the values of individual freedom and opportunity in

THE LA C WASHINGTON Office is located at 11250 Roger Bacon Dr., Suite 17C, Reston, VA 20190. E-mail: 
lacinc@erols.com. Algirdas Rimas is the chairman of the LAC Public Affairs Council at this office.
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the United States. Many may wish to share the 
thought that we wish to share the values of freedom 
that we cherish in the United States with all the 
people of Europe, including Lithuania.

It is advisable to mail hand written letters to 
Congressional offices in the respective states and 
electoral districts, not Washington, or to have them 
sent via fax. Please look up the address of your 
representative’s office in your local telephone di
rectory or enquire at your area public library. 
Sending e-mail is not recommended as the large 
volume of such messages arriving at Congressional 
offices precludes their being given adequate atten
tion .

Talking points to use in discussing NATO 
enlargement and the Freedom 

Consolidation Act
1. lam your constituent, and I have a strong inter
est in the passage of the Freedom Consolidation 

Act 2001 ( S. 1572).
2. I urge you to support this bill because it affirms 
the bipartisan policy of both former President Clin
ton and President Bush to make Europe whole, 
free, undivided, and secure by enlarging NATO.
3. NATO is our most important alliance, and its 
enlargement would make the U.S. stronger and 
more secure, Europe more stable, and the NATO 
organization more effective.
4. NATO should be enlarged in 2002. Lithuania, 
together with the other Baltic states of Latvia and 
Estonia, and other aspirant countries that meet 
NATO standards should be admitted.
5. NATO enlargement would add resolve and re
sources to our most important alliance thereby con
tributing to our a vital national objective: victory in 
the global campaign against terrorism.

Sample Letters

To your U.S. Senator -

The Honorable
(address of local office)

Dear Senator:

I am writing to urge you to support the Freedom Consolidation Act 2001 (S. 
1572). This bill is important to me because it endorses the vision of a Europe whole, 
undivided, free and secure and reaffirms the strong and bipartisan Congressional 
commitment to NATO enlargement in 2002.

In the wake of the September 11 terrorist attacks on the United States, NATO 
enlargement is especially important because it would affirm our recognition that col
lective self defense remains vital to our national interests. A stronger NATO alliance 
would assist us in the global campaign against the scourge of terrorism.

NATO should be enlarged at the 2002 NATO Summit meeting to include Lithua
nia, the other Baltic countries of Latvia and Estonia, and other aspirant countries that 
meet NATO standards for membership.

Sincerely,
Your full name
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To your U.S. Congressman/woman:

The Honorable
(local address)

Dear Congressman/Congresswoman :

Thank you for your vote in favor of H R. 3167, the Gerald B.H. Solomon Freedom Consoli
dation Act. I am in favor of NATO enlargement in 2002 to include Lithuania, the other Baltic 
countries of Estonia and Latvia, and other aspirant countries that meet NATO standards for 
membership. A strong and enlarged NATO is important to the United States, and it would con
tribute in our campaign against terrorism.

Or:

I write to express my disagreement with your negative vote on H R. 3167, the Gerald B.H. 
Solomon Freedom Consolidation Act. I am in favor of NATO enlargement in 2002 to include 
Lithuania, the other Baltic countries of Estonia and Latvia, and other aspirant countries that 
meet NATO standards for membership. A strong and enlarged NATO is important to the 
United States, and it would contribute in our campaign against terrorism.

Sincerely,
Your full name

NATO Updates.
From the Prerf**

Bait’s NATO Candidacy Advancing

On November 7, the U.S. House of Representa
tives took the unprecedented step of approv
ing security assistance funds for countries that as

pire to join NATO. The three Baltic states were 
earmarked as recipients, along with four other ap
plicant countries (Slovakia, Slovenia, Romania and 
Bulgaria) from the Vilnius Ten group. The House 
authorized US$55 million. The bill is expected to 
pass in the Senate as well.

This legislation's international political signifi
cance is fourfold. First, it passed by the over
whelming margin of 372 to 46, indicating a sub
stantially broader American support for NATO's 
enlargement than had recently been assumed. Sec
ond, while the measure concerns seven countries,

the floor debate focused, because of the Russian 
factor, on the Baltic candidacies. The debate and 
the overwhelming vote laid conclusively to rest the 
thesis that NATO ought not to admit countries bor
dering Russia.

Third, the Baltic states' shares in the overall 
funding are proportionately higher than the shares 
of the other four countries, in what constitutes a 
reflection on the Balts' homework for NATO and 
political backing for their candidacies. And, 
fourth, the vote's timing, on the eve of the U.S .- 
Russia summit, should dissuade Russian President 
Vladimir Putin from trying to place NATO's Baltic 
enlargement on the bargaining table. Some of 
Putin's prominent advisers are recommending that
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he try that, apparently underestimating the Bush 
administration's commitment to enlarging the alli
ance.

The term "enlargement" might itself be inade
quate, as NATO's Secretary-General George 
Robertson recently suggested in Nezavisimaya Ga- 
zcta (October 23). The applicant countries them
selves, Robertson pointed out, are initiators of the 
process as a matter of sovereign policy choice. In 
that vein, the House International Relations Com
mittee chairman Henry Hyde argued that "it would 
be shameful as well as stupid of us to ignore their 
pleas to become members of the Atlantic Alli
ance" (AP. Reuters. November 7).

This level of political support increases U.S. 
traction power to lead the European allies toward 
admitting the Baltic states into the alliance next 
year. It suggests, moreover, perhaps for the first 
time that a more comprehensive round of admis
sions is a politically realistic goal for next year's 
summit.

On the military track, the Baltic states and 
NATO ran a massive naval exercise in de-mining 
operations. MCOPEST-2001 (mine clearing opera
tion Estonia), [from Nov. 4th to the 19th] in the Bay 
of Tallinn. NATO's minesweeping squadron 
(MCMFORNORTH). the Estonian-Latvian- 
Lithuanian naval squadron Baltron, and a Norwe
gian divers' unit participated in the operation, 
which involved twenty-two ships from seven 
NATO and Nordic countries. In terms of both par
ticipation and duration, this exercise was the most 
ample of its kind since the restoration of the Baltic 
states' independence. For the first time, a NATO- 
aspirant Baltic state - Estonia in this case - is com
manding a major allied exercise (BNS, ETA, 
LETA, October 31, November 5-6; see the Moni
tor. September 6, 17, 28, October 10). ♦

**This article was edited by Vladimir Socor, socorGcybemet- 
ag.de for the /amestown Foundation, Monitor, Volume VII, 
Issue 207, 09 Nov Ol.

From the Baltic Newt feruice
Putin speaks on NPR with 
a Seattle Lithuanian

A Seattie-area Lithuanian. Rimas Mikšys, had 
an opportunity to question visiting Russian 
president Vladimir Putin during his interview with 

National Public Radio on the issue of NATO ex
pansion to include the Baltic states. The interview 
was conducted by Robert Siegel in NPR's New 
York offices.

At first, Putin tried to evade the question with a 
rerun of 20th century' Cold War history and con
cluded with, "... So what I am trying to say is that 
while Russia acknowledges the role of NATO in 
the world of today, Russia is prepared to expand its 
cooperation with this organization. And if we 
change the quality of the relationship, if we change 
the format of the relationship between Russia and 
NATO, then I think NATO enlargement will cease 
to be an issue -- will no longer be a relevant issue. 
I guess that would be my comment."

Not satisfied, NPR radio interviewer Robert 
Siegel repeated the question posed by Rimas 
Mikšys, and Putin responded by saying," Not only 
I am not opposed to it, I actually don't think it

makes any sense. If we were to deal with increas
ing its national security, NATO enlargement does 
not make sense. We of course are not in a position 
to tell people what to do. We cannot forbid people 
to make certain choices if they want to increase the 
security of their nations in a particular way. But I 
don't think that enlarging or enhancing NATO me
chanically makes any sense."

The Baltic states and other Central European 
states anticipate an invitation to join NATO during 
the summit meeting in Prague in November 2002. 
For the full transcript see http://expandnato.org (see 
under "Baltic"). ♦
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From the Baltic Newt Service 
NATO Information Center 
opened in Vilnius

Lithuanian Defense officials in U.S.

International Security and NATO Information 
Center opened at the National Martynas

Mažvy das Library in Vilnius on Nov. 19th. The 
center was established at the initiative of the 
Lithuanian Atlantic Treaty' Association (LATA) 
and Mažvydas Library. The Czech, Canadian. 
Norwegian, Turkish, Danish and U.S. embassies in 
Lithuania as well as the Foreign Ministry contrib
uted most to the implementation of the project.

The opening of the center was attended by 
Lithuanian Foreign Minister Antanas Valionis, for
eign ambassadors residing in Lithuania, Lithuanian 
MPs, representatives of non-governmental organi
zations and other guests.

Valionis presented the center with a set of the 
most recent works by foreign authors on interna
tional security and NATO, said the Foreign Minis
try. ♦

Deputy Lithuanian defense minister Povilas 
Malakauskas and director of the ministry's 
NATO Department lieutenant colonel Romualdas 

Petkevičius are visiting the United States during the 
last week of November.

Their goal is to familiarize U.S. Defense De
partment officials, representatives of NGOs and 
congressional aides with Lithuanian preparations 
for NATO membership, reforms in the Lithuanian 
armed forces, and review of the military command 
structure.

A Defense Ministry press release said that with 
one year left to go in the run up to the meeting of 
NATO heads of state in Prague, where a decision 
on new members is expected to be issued, Lithua
nia is making public its progress and readiness to 
join the organization.

Similar trips to Germany, Denmark and Poland 
have already been made. ♦

From the Baltic Newt Service
Autumn Thunder training exercises in full swing

Autumn Thunder exercise 
start in Lithuania's cen
tral training grounds

A training session, 
“Autumn Thunder”, held by 
Lithuania's motorized infantry 
brigade Žemaitija started in 
the central training grounds in 
Pabradė on Nov. 26th, the De
fense Ministry reported.

It said the “Autumn Thun
der”, held for the second time in the history of 
Lithuanian armed forces, was attended by Že- 
maitija's two battalions from Šiauliai and Tauragė.

This year's training session focused on the bat
talion's attack and defense capacities, with firing of 
mortars, anti-tank and riflemen weapons during the 
exercise both in daylight and at night.

The war games, in Pabradė 
some 50 kilometers northeast 
of Vilnius until Dec. 2nd, em
braced more than 800 profes
sional service troops and con
scripts, 147 pieces of military' 
equipment, and four airplanes.

One of the goals of the ex
ercise was development of 
physical and psychological 
endurance. Tasks were also 

intended to improve the skills of organizing and 
carrying out defense and attack, and step up inter
action with the higher superiors. ♦
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From the Baltic News Service

Lithuania's Mažeikių Nafta 
causes oil 
spill in 
Baltic Sea

A
fter submarine pumping 
hoses at the terminal on 
the Baltic Sea apparently 
broke loose, Būtingė oil 
terminal caused an oil spill into the 
Baltic Sea on Friday, Nov. 23rd. 

Lithuania's rescue services and the 
Būtingė oil terminal completed the 
clean-up of oil on Sunday after
noon, Nov. 25th.

Lithuanian environmental pro
tection minister Arūnas Kundrotas 
said this latest oil spill amounted to at least 40 
metric tons of crude released into the Baltic 
Sea, and damage to the environment could be 
calculated to USD 750,000.

The Mažeikiu Nafta (Mažeikiai Oil) com
pany, technically the owner of the Būtingė fa
cility, told BNS that about four cubic meters or 
some 3.2 tons of oil were collected in the Bal
tic Sea off the Lithuanian coast during the 
three days of work. Mažeikiu Nafta is partially 
owned and fully administered by the U.S. com
pany Williams.

Oil pumping activities at Būtingė were tem
porarily halted following the spill that hap
pened when a Norwegian tanker ship, Cath
erine Knut sen, was involved in cargo transfer 

operations at the floating terminal on the ex
treme northern coast of Lithuania.

Mažeikių Nafta, operated by U.S. energy 
group Williams International, said that aerial 
surveys located no oil slick in the Baltic Sea 
except for a small area of the water covered 
with a thin oil slick some 11-12 kilometers off 
the Lithuanian coast. The oil slick was sprayed 
with a biological dispersal agent on Saturday.

The company claimed the agent, called 
"simple green," was harmless to the environ
ment. The refinery's terminal and pipeline di
rector Glenn Emery said that the collection of 
contaminated water was completed on Sunday, 
with the collected oil loaded onto another ves
sel at the Klaipėda port later that day.

According to the press release, divers
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worked at the Būtingė buoy's submarine hose 
on Sunday to disconnect the hose from the 
buoy. The submarine examination showed that 
the oil entered the marine environment from 
one of the underwater hoses connecting the 
buoy with the pipeline. The final conclusion 
on the reason of the oil spillage will be pub
lished after an examination of the hose

Mažeikių Nafta’s pipeline and terminal di
rector Glenn Emery pledged in a press release 
to work together with government officials and 
to provide them with information about the cir
cumstances of the "unfortunate accident."

On Nov. 23rd , Lithuanian Prime Minister 
Algirdas Brazauskas and the prosecutor gen
eral ordered investigations into the latest in a 
string of spills at Būtingė. The PM's board of 
inquiry into the cause and scale of the accident 
is to present findings by Dec. 4th. Lithuanian 
Transportation Vice-Minister Arijus Ramonas 
heads the PM's working group.

The General Prosecutor's Office said it was 
motivated to investigate the incident because 

of the pattern of negligence emerging in a se
ries of oil spills by the company. The Klaipėda 
area Prosecutor's Office has been ordered to 
head the prosecution's investigation into the 
accident.

This latest spill is the third since Būtingė 
began operations in 1999. The last oil spill at 
Būtingė occurred in March, again with a Nor
wegian tanker, the North Pacific, which was 
transferring crude. In that incident a line an
choring the tanker to a terminal buoy snapped 
in heavy winds, causing a hose pumping oil to 
break. Around three metric tons of oil joined 
the waters of the Baltic Sea in that event, some 
of it reaching Latvian waters. Some of the oil 
was collected, and the company used the same 
biological dispersal agent, although in contra
diction to Lithuanian law, since they hadn't re
ceived permission to spray chemicals at sea 
from the Lithuanian Environmental Protection 
Ministry. Latvia demanded monetary compen
sation, and negotiations on a sum are on-going.

Fuel refining facility explodes 
at Mažeikių Nafta

A
 fuel-refining facility and its discharge 
fuel exploded at Lithuania's oil refin
ery Mažeikių Nafta (Mažeikiai Oil) on 

Saturday evening, Nov. 24th, but did not cause 
a fire or injuries of staff members, the com
pany reported.

Spokesman for the Mažeikių Nafta, Tadas 
Augustauskas said that the plant's production 
and emergency services responded immedi
ately, putting the facility to halt and ensuring 
security of the territory.

The oil refining cycle has not been halted 
because the Mažeikiai company has two analo
gous facilities. However, production output 

has been reduced by 15 percent.
Mažeikių Nafta's experts are looking into 

causes of the incident. Director general James 
Sheel said the investigation found that an unde
termined amount of petrol leaked into the fur
nace fuel system. A special team of contrac
tors is expected in Mažeikiai to investigate the 
damage of the chimney equipment. ♦
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Lithuania will enter EU only in 2005 -- The Economist Group

Lithuania will enter the European Union (EU) 
not in 2004, as it was expected, but a year 
later, an expert of The Economist Group publishing 

and consultations organization has said.
Jeremy Kourdi, a consultant of the influential 

British The Economist magazine and chairman of 
an international business conference in Vilnius in 
mid-November, told the press that the EU itself 
will not be ready for taking in new members in 
2004.

"The ten candidates have nearly 170 million 
residents, which is more than Germany, Great Brit
ain, and France would make up together," Kourdi 
told journalists.

In his words, The Economist Group forecasts 
that the EU enlargement will take place in two 
waves, with Hungary , Estonia, Slovenia, Poland, 
Czech Republic and Cyprus, which launched mem
bership talks in 1998, entering the union in 2004.

According to Kourdi. Lithuania, Latvia, Slova
kia, and Malta, having started membership negotia
tions in 2000, will join the EU in 2005. Such is the 

opinion of all of The Economist Group, Kourdi un
derscored.

On the other hand, official EU representatives 
have said that Lithuania might expect to join the 
organization already in 2004 if it continues with the 
current integration and reform tempos. But in 
Kourdi's evaluation, the states of "the first wave" 
are more advanced in the membership negotiations.

Kourdi led a two-day roundtable discussion for 
the Lithuanian government and local and foreign 
businesspeople during the conference. Gintaras 
Rimšelis, director general of Kraft Foods Co. in the 
Baltic states and an active participant in the discus
sion, said he understood that Lithuania, currently 
holding EU talks very successfully, will have to 
pass through the "most complicated stage of inte
gration".

According to Rimšelis, the discussion partici
pants said that the present leaders of Lithuania 
must prepare the country for transition properly 
since only then it can join the EU smoothly. ♦

- BNS

Lithuania grants Afghanistan humanitarian aid

The Lithuanian government ruled on Nov. 21st 
to grant 50,000 litas (USD 12,500) to 
Afghanistan helping to alleviate their suffering, the 

Cabinet's press service reported.
It said ministers commissioned the Foreign Min

istry to transfer the amount to the bank account of 
the United Nations' (UN) High Commissioner for 
Refugees, which helps the world's uprooted peo
ples by providing them with basic necessities such 
as shelter, food, water, and medicine in emergen
cies.

According to information available to the 
Lithuanian government, there are currently over six 
million persons in Afghanistan in need of urgent 
humanitarian aid, with the number expected to 
grow further in the future. After the winter starts, a 
part of Afghanistan's mountainous regions will be 
hard to access, leaving local communities without 
food and other supplies.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees said 

that financial contributions were the best way of 
assistance, adding that humanitarian aid could also 
be offered in material values from the list compiled 
by the commissioner's office. According to the 
guidelines, the humanitarian aid should be brought 
to states bordering Afghanistan at the contributing 
country's expense. Therefore, Lithuania decided to 
offer financial assistance to save transportation 
costs.

Afghanistan had been extremely exhausted by 
the fight against occupational Soviet troops ongo
ing for several decades now, internal wars, and the 
country's ruling Taliban regime.

In addition to this latest humanitarian aid. The 
Lithuanian government allocated 200,000 litas to 
flood-stricken neighboring Poland this summer, 
and 100,000 litas and 200,000 litas to Ukraine and 
India, respectively, to fight consequences of natural 
calamities there. ♦

- BNS

22 BRIDGES • Issue 9/2001

22



U.S. bestseller shows 
Lithuania as land of 
anarchy and crimes

The ambassador of Lithuania to the United 
States Vygaudas Usackas invited Jonathan 
Franzen, author of fiction novel The Corrections, 

to visit Lithuania and discover a real picture of a 
country that he described as a land of anarchy and 
crimes in his book.

A passage in The Corrections, which won the 
National Book Award, caricatures the Lithuanian 
capital of Vilnius with a description of criminal 
warlords, "chronic coal and electricity shortages, 
freezing drizzles, drive-by shootings, and heavy 
dietary reliance on horsemeat."

"I read with interest the attention you showed 
my country in your work [...] Unfortunately, I was 
saddened by your portrayal of Lithuania," Usackas 
said in a letter to the author.

A New York-based internet newspaper Smarter- 
times.com quoted the head of the Lithuanian- 
American Community in New York, Giedrė Kum- 
pikas, as saying, "I've never heard of anybody eat
ing horsemeat in Lithuania.. .! don't know where 
this gentleman is getting his facts or if it's just hear
say or scandalous rumor."

The criminal warlords and anarchy described in 
the novel "bear no relation to reality," the Interna
tional Monetary Fund representative in Lithuania, 
Mark Horton, told Smartertimes.com in response to 
quotes from Franzen's book.

A publicist, Peter Miller, for Farrar Straus and 
Giroux, said that the author "picked an Eastern 
European country at random. He created a Lithua
nia that I assume was largely in his imagination."

In his letter to Franzen, the Lithuanian ambassa
dor said "I would like to invite you to visit Lithua
nia and discover the beauty, the vitality of our peo
ple and shared sense of values my country has with 
yours."

According to a U.S. magazine, The New York 
Review of Books. Franzen's fiction novel about an 
American person coming to Vilnius to help his 
friend create the website Lithuania.com intending 
to swindle money out of credulous U.S. investors.

♦
- BNS

WTO to grant Lithuania 
concessions in 

new obligations

Lithuanian representatives succeeded in con
vincing the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
to make a commitment to take into account their 

requirement to grant Lithuania more favorable con
ditions when taking on new obligations at the next 
round of negotiations on the world trade liberaliza
tion.

Deputy Lithuanian Foreign Minister Evaldas 
Ignatavičius told the press that the WTO will take 
into consideration the proposal by Lithuania to 
postpone the meeting by the new WTO member 
states of requirements on the further liberalization 
of trade until the states meet the accession commit
ments.

Ignatavičius headed the Lithuanian delegation at 
the WTO 4th Ministers' Conference on Nov. 9-14 
in Doha, Qatar The forum was the first Lithuania 
attended as a full-fledged WTO member.

According to Ignatavičius, the taking on of new 
obligations regarding the reduction of subsidies and 
state support would negatively affect the function
ing of some of the economy sectors, the agricul
tural sector in particular.

Seven other new WTO member states, Albania, 
Georgia, Jordan. Kyrgyzstan, Croatia, Moldova and 
Oman, joined Lithuania and made a common state
ment on their large membership commitments, ask
ing to take them into consideration during the ne
gotiations on further trade liberalization, the deputy 
foreign minister said.

Ignatavičius also said that Lithuania also has 
certain interests in the recently launched Russian 
WTO membership negotiations. "Being a WTO 
member state, we should defend our interests dur
ing the Russian negotiations," Ignatavičius said, 
naming the elimination of restrictions and unfavor
able conditions for [Lithuanian] businesspeople in 
Russia as the most important of the interests. ♦

- BNS
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Professional Development Fellowships

The Institute of International Education (HE) 
announces a fellowship program for young

American researchers in professional, policy and 
public administration-related fields who want to 
develop a specialized knowledge of the NIS. Can
didates may apply for grants to Albania, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus. Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithua
nia, Macedonia, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Slo
vak Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine or 
Uzbekistan.

The program is funded by the U.S. Department 
of State through the Research and Training for 
Eastern Europe and the Independent States of the 
Former Soviet Union Act of 1983 (Title VIII).

The program is intended to support young spe
cialists in the fields of business and economics, 
education reform, environmental and conservation 
policy, international relations, journalism, law, 
public administration and public health.

Fellows will go to a country in the region to 
deepen their understanding of current reforms and 
national development, and become familiar with 
scholarly resources, which they will use in future 
projects. Applicants will be expected to propose 
feasible research, study or internship plans for the 
period of the fellowship and indicate a desired in
stitutional affiliation in the host country.

Applications solely in support of dissertation 
research or language research will not be consid
ered. Grants are available for periods of three to 
seven months.

Applicants must, be U.S. citizens; and be at 
least in the second (or terminal) year of a graduate 
or professional degree program; or have graduated 

within five years from a graduate or professional 
degree program. Have language ability sufficient 
to carry out the proposed project by the time of de
parture from the U.S. Only advanced language 
study will be approved as part of an award.

Applications will be accepted in the following 
general fields:

■ Business and Economics
* Education Reform
■ Environmental and Conservation Policy
* International Relations
* Journalism
■ Law
■ Public Administration
■ Public Health

All applicants will submit a detailed proposal of 
study/research/ internship that clearly demonstrates 
how work carried out in the host country will be of 
benefit to their future plans and professional ca
reers.

The deadline is extended to Friday, March 15, 
2002. Finalists, who will be selected by a panel of 
specialists in appropriate fields, will be interviewed 
by telephone in mid-April. Final notification will 
be made in May.

For further information, please contact:
U.S. Student Programs
Professional Development Fellowships
Institute of International Education
809 United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017-3580
Tel: (212) 984-5330 
Fax: (212) 984-5325 
E-mail: pdfnis@iie.org(mailto:pdfnis@iie.org) ♦

Sociology lecturers in need

Beginning in the fall of 2001, the Sociology
Department of Vytautas Magnus University in 

Kaunas, Lithuania, began teaching a new series of 
courses in Social Politics. Courses are being taught 
to students in the Public Administration program. 
Future courses that have already been approved 
will also include Philanthropy and related subjects. 
During the summer, faculty members sponsored a 
series of courses for Eastern European university 
Social Work Department faculty.

The Vytautas Magnus University Sociology De
partment seeks to network with North American 
colleagues who have developed and taught such 
courses, and invites colleagues to consider coming 
to the University as guest lecturers. For more in
formation, contact: 
Social Sciences Dean:
Doc. Dr. Jolanta Kuznecovienė
Tel. +370 7 323 777
El: Jolanta_ Kuznecoviene@fc.vdu.lt ♦
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Lithuanian becomes “Ford Supermodel of the Year”

Sixteen year-old girl student from Kaunas, 
Lithuania. Asta Buziliauskaitė, has been 
named Ford Supermodel of the World 2002 after 

winning the contest of the same name held in Mi
ami, Florida.

The Ford Models modeling agency is a firm 
which organizes beauty contests and model 
searches in some 50 states and around the world 
annually. Finalists from the global competitions 
assemble for the supermodel contests held by Ford 
in the U.S. in fall to fight it out for the title of most 
fair.

Buziliauskaitė, winner of the latest Ford Super
model of the World 2002 contest, will now be 

asked to sign on to a three-year employment con
tract with Ford to work at its agency in New York. 
The employment contract will reportedly net the 
winner USD 250,000 over the three-year period.

Last summer Buziliauskaitė won the Ford Su
permodel of Lithuania 2001 contest. An American 
girl, Amanda Daniel, whose grandparents are 
Lithuanian, took second place in the Miami contest 
at the Level Theater venue.

Ford Supermodel finalists and winners have of
ten gone on to lucrative careers in the fashion and 
music industries. ♦

- BNS

Australia’s new edition of The Lithuanian Papers

Did you know about the 
Lithuanian idealists 
who traveled inside Soviet 

Russia in the 1970s and 
1980s - and. at a great dan
ger to themselves, spread the 
Word of Jesus? Well, there 
are millions of English- 
speaking people in the US, 
UK, Australia and elsewhere 
who don't know. Indeed,

and pay later. Or you 
may post your order to PO 
Box 777, Sandy Bay, Tas. 
7006, Australia. We accept 
bank drafts, international 
postal orders, personal 
checks, and cash. Sorry, no 
credit cards.

And, if you really wish to 
come to our assistance, here 
are a few SPECIAL OF-

they have never heard of this peaceful Lithuanian 
response to the Soviet persecution.

This inspiring story has now been told - for the 
first time in English - in this year's Lithuanian Pa
pers journal.

This year's issue is especially important: in ad
dition to the documentary report on Lithuanian 
"apostles" in the depths of Russia, the journal has 
expert articles on suicides in Lithuania, on NATO, 
relations with Poland, as well as Lithuanian poetry, 
humour, and more.

Lithuanian Papers has been regularly published 
by the Lithuanian Studies Society at the University 
of Tasmania (Australia), for the past 15 years. The 
price of a single issue is still $8 in U.S. or Austra
lian currency. This $8 contribution includes air
mail postage to any address in the world.

You may order by e-mail now, 
<ATaskunas@utas edu au>

FERS for bulk orders - to help you spread Lithua
nian Papers in your neighbourhood, more widely:

■ Buy 10 copies (to be airmailed to you, or to 
any addresses nominated by you) and re
ceive 10% discount - You pay only $72 
(instead of $80).

■ Buy 15 copies (to be airmailed to you, or 
to any addresses nominated by you) and 
receive 20% discount - You pay only $96 
(instead of $120).

* Buy 25 copies or more (to any addresses 
nominated by you) and receive 30% dis
count - You pay only $140 for 25 copies, 
instead of $200.

Whichever route you take, don’t miss out on the 
news about Lithuania and Lithuanians from the 
other side of the world. ♦

-A 7 Taskunas, Editor
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A cultural experience unlike any other awaits you in Lithuania...

❖ Enjoy the powerful Lithuanian National Opera
❖ Revel in theater and ballet
❖ Savor grand symphonic concerts
❖ Explore the treasures of Lithuania's timeless 

museums and art galleries

“Visit Lithuania", an agency owned by Lithuanian-Americans specializing in tours to 
Lithuania, invites you to spend a week or two in Lithuania immersed in the arts.

Prices vary according to tour selected. All tours include round trip tickets, accom-

In Lithuania
"Visit Lithuania"
Liejyklos 8/26, Vilnius
Tel: 370 2 625241 
Fax: 370 2 625242 .
E-mail: info@VisitLithuania.net

s Lithuania
AGENCY

www.VisitLithuania.net

In USA
"Visit Lithuania” 
140 Regatta Dr. 
Webster, NY 14580 
Tel: (716) 216-9714 
E-mail: thelith@yahoo.com
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Fi rst -time subscribers - Get a break!
ubscnbc to any of these newspapers or magazines at the reduced rates before the year ends. It’s Lithuanian 
Press month!

DRAUGAS 
4545 W. 63rd St. 
Chicago. IL 60629

DIRVA

$65.00

$25.00

BRIDGES
(English language) 
1927 W. Boulevard 
Racine. WI 53403

$15.00

P.O. Box 19191
Cleveland, OH 44119-0191

LITUANUS 
(English language) 
1501 So. Indiana Ave

$8.00

EGLUTĖ
13648 Kickapoo Trail

$10.00 Chicago. IL 60605

Lockport. IL 60441 LITHUANIAN HERITAGE 
(English language)

$20.00

LIETUVIŲ BALSAS 
2624 W. 71st St. 
Chicago. IL 60629

$20.00 P.O. Box 225
Lemont, IL 60439

AMERIKOS LIETUVIS $30.00
PASAULIO LIETUVIS 
14911 127th St. 
Lemont, IL 60439

PENSININKAS 
2711 W. 7th St. 
Chicago, IL 60629

$15.00

$10.00

7349 W. 55th Place 
Summit, IL 60501
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Cogriigen The all new way of calling 
long distance!

. a LITHUANIAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY INC. - Leading global provider of discount telecom Presented by. . services since 1995_________________________________________________

Quick Links:
» Long distance
» Calling Cards
» Dial-around
» Conference Calling
» Internet access
» Voice messaging
» Web hosting
» Satellite TV
» Cellular/PCS
» Paging services
» Computers
» Home security
»l-net telephony
» Callback services
» Web services
» Customer Service

LongJDistance
Quality 1+ and 
Toll Free Service 
at discounted 
rates from 4.50 
per minute.

Outside US:

Conference
Calling
Discount 
conference calling 
perfect for 
business 
meetings, family 
reunions, and 
social events.

’•F » Canada 
residents click here!

» Click here if 
you live outside North 
America!

Currently featured in:

Satellite TV
Deeply discounted 
satellite systems 
from DIRECTV 
and DISH 
Network, the 
leaders in Digital 
Satellite 
Television!

SmallCap
Vtz Voice.com

SmallCapVoice.com

Computers
Need discounted 
computer 
hardware and 
home electronics? 
We’ve got a 
HUGE selection of 
PCs, laptops, and 
accessories.

Calling 
Cards 
Top notch 
billed and 
prepaid 
services that 
will save you 
money 
anytime.

Voice 
Messaging 
Leverage your 
time with 
unified 
messaging, 
managed voice 
distribution 
fists, and 
conference 
calling.

Cellular/PCS
Discount 
cellular/PCS 
systems 
through 
providers like 
Cingular, 
Verizon, AT&T 
Wireless, and 
more!

Home 
Security
Protect your 
home or 
business with 
security 
systems from 
Protect 
America. FREE 
equipment, with 
monitoring 
contract.

Dial-Arounds 
Get better IN-state 
and Internationa! 
rates without 
switching your 
Long Distance.

Internet
Access
We’ve got High- 
Speed DSL and 
Dial-Up Service 
that deliver, for 
much less than 
the 'big guys'./2.yo are

HbkTH

Paging
Service
We have what you 
need to stay in 
touch with 
PageNet, featuring 
the popular 
Motorola Wordline 
and Numeric 
pagers.

I-Net 
Telephony
Did you know that 
today's VoIP 
Technology 
makes it possible 
for you to place 
calls over the 
internet for 
pennies on the 
dollar?

4.5Š/min
100 Free Minutes!

Best Rate Calculator
Beginning with the 
area code, enter the 
first sixjdigits of your 
phone number:

"go

International Best Rate Calculator

Affiliates Wanted!
LITHUANIAN-AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY INC. proudly presents 
one of the best online business 
opportunities today, offered by 
Cognigen Networks, Inc. call now 212- 
461-8604 to see how it could change 
your life...

• FREE web site!
• FREE training!
• FREE online 

marketing 
tools!

» Signup now!
» Agent Opportunity Hotline
» Read More Info
» Business Overview Video
» Flash Presentation
» Compensation Plan
» Testimonials
» Awards & Recognition
» Compare Us to The Rest!

Callback 
Service
If you live outside 
of the USA, then 
you may consider 
using International 
Callback Service 
to call abroad at 
US prices.

Web
Services
Discount ISP
Dial-Up
Service, DSL
Service, T1
Service, Web
Hosting - 
everything you

Find the Best 
Rate for Me!
You don’t have the 
time to search for 
your best rate? Let 
us do the leg work 
for you - click here 
to begin and relax!

VISIT:
http.//ld.net/?labas-lacinc
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