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Perspectives
Spring’s newly-mowed grass smells, refreshing and long-awaited col-
ors, warm, tingling breezes, and gentle showers bring forth the poetic
side of most people. How not to introduce this issue with a poem?/

Algirdas }Zzlynas was born in Austria of Lithuanian parents, and
since then has moved twenty three times. He now teaches writing
and literature at the United States International University in San
Diego and resides with his wife in Escondido.

olynas' poetry has appeared widely in American journals and an-

thologies, and he is the author of two collections of poetry. Recently
he co-edited an anthology titled Men of Our Time: An Anthology of
Male Poetry in Contemporary America. 2olynas’ poetry has been
translated into Lithuanian, Spanish, and Polish -- the last by Czeslaw
Milosz. (By the way, Zolynas means a grass field)

ROOTED AND WAVERING
By Algirdas 2olynas

The seed I planted
has sprung into a sunflower
taller than myself.

We stand in the morning light
facing each other.
I am between
the sun and the sunflower.

Already the large head
is home for bejeweled insects and mites
whose names I'll never learn.

A small breeze comes by
and the yellow head
nods a few times on its springy stalk.
Yes, yes it says.

The breeze pivots above the garden,
swirls away part of the morning.
No, no says the sunflower.

I am the sunflower, rooted
and wavering through a long day's
affirmations and denials,
dragging the sun
by its gold chain behind me.

Rasa Arglys-Juska
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Schweiz.
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From the Republic of Lithuania

The NATO Parliamentary
Assembly in Lithuania

he NATO Parlia-

mentary Assembly — l

Spring Session will

take place between May 27" to the 31%,
2001 at the Contemporary Art Center, 2 Vokieciy
gatvé, in Vilnius, Lithuania. To understand the im-
portance of this Assembly, it is vital to know its
activities and structure.

The NATO Parliamentary Assembly

The inception date of the NATO Parliamentary
Assembly (NATO PA) is considered to be July 18,
1955 when 158 parliamentarians from the fourteen
member countries of the North Atlantic Alliance
gathered to the Conference of Members of NATO
Parliaments. This name was later changed to the
Conference of NATO Parliamentarians and later,
the North Atlantic Assembly in 1966. The organi-
zation has used the official name of the NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly since June 1,1999.

The NATO PA is an institution separate from
NATO. However, the NATO PA maintains a close
working relationship and regular contacts with the
North Atlantic Alliance; while NATO responds to
all reccommendations and resolutions adopted by
the Assembly.

The NATO PA provides the critical forum for
parliamentarians from NATO member countries
and associate members to exchange opinions and
ideas and to find common solutions on an array of
Euro-Atlantic security issues. The NATO PA pays
considerable attention to the Alliance enlargement
issues and to relations with Russia and the Ukraine.

The Assembly unites 214 parliamentarians from
19 NATO member countries and 73 parliamentari-

77

Aoy 3
2y \ ans from 17 Associate mem-

\ bers. Only representatives of

national parliaments may be-
come members of the Assembly. Associate mem-
bers do not vote in the Assembly. Members of the
executive government may not be delegated to the
Assembly.

The Standing Committee is the governing body
of the Assembly. It consists of the leader; one al-
ternate member from each member delegation; ex
officio, the President; four Vice-Presidents; and
Treasurer of the Assembly, as well as the Chairmen
of the Committees, but they may only vote when
they are at the same time representing their delega-
tions in the Standing Committee.

The Standing Committee prepares the agenda
for the sessions, approves the draft Assembly
budget submitted to the session, co-ordinates the
work of the Committees, ensures that the North At-
lantic Council (NATO decision-making body)
takes into account the recommendations and reso-
lutions adopted by the Assembly, appoints the Sec-
retary General etc. The Assembly's Bureau, the
President, four Vice-Presidents and Treasurer are
elected every year in the autumn. The President
and Vice-Presidents may be re-elected once, and
the Treasurer may be re-elected twice. Vice-
Presidents must be representing different member
countries; also, at least one member of the Bureau
must be a representative of either the Canadian or
U.S. Delegation. The Assembly elects its President
each year. The President represents the Assembly
and decides upon the main issues in between the
sessions of the Assembly or the meetings of the
Standing Committee or the meetings of the Bureau.
The NATO PA meets twice a year in plenary ses-

MORE on the NATO Parliamentary Assembly can be found on www.lrs.lt. This article comes from the Republic of Lithuania Sei-

mas website.
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sion — a spring meeting and an autumn annual
meeting. Sessions take place in different countries
each year.

There are five committees in the Assembly:

e The Political Committee;

e The Defense and Security Committee;

e The Economics and Security Committee;
o The Civilian Affairs Committee;

e The Science and Technology Committee.

The Committees also create Sub-Committees
and Working Groups. The Committees produce
reports for consideration and amendment by the
spring session and voting by the autumn session of
the Assembly. They also meet several times a year
on fact-finding missions designed to gather infor-
mation on the topic or area of utmost importance to
that Committee.

The Assembly may express its position through
policy recommendations and resolutions. To
strengthen the development of parliamentary de-
mocracy in Central and Eastern European countries
and the relations between these countries and the
Assembly, the Rose-Roth seminars and confer-
ences were launched in 1990 on the initiative of
then President of the Assembly, Congressman
Charlie Rose and Senator Bill Roth. Since then, 41
seminars have been arranged in various countries.

The official languages of the Assembly are Eng-
lish and French. The activities of the Assembly are
financed from the contributions by the govern-
ments of the member countries. These contribu-
tions are based on the criteria used with respect to
the NATO civil budget.

The International Secretariat of the NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly is based in Brussels. The Se-
cretariat co-ordinates the work of the Assembly,
organizes visits, seminars and training, and collects
and analyzes information related to the Assembly's
work. The Secretary General appointed by the
Standing Committee oversees the staff of the Inter-
national Secretariat.

What is the relationship between
the NATO Parliamentary Assembly
‘and Lithuania?

Lithuania is an associate member of the NATO
Parliamentary Assembly. This status was granted
to Lithuania during the 1990 annual autumn session
in Madrid, Spain.

Since Lithuania became an associate member of
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the NATO PA, two Rose-Roth Initiative seminars
have been arranged in Vilnius, Lithuania: The Se-
curity Needs of the Baltic States (December 1991);
and the Security of the Baltic Region (October
1995).

Between June 8™ and 12", 1998, the Defense
and Security Sub-Committee on Northern Security
Issues visited Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. It was
the first time that Lithuania, together with Latvia
and Estonia, had the possibility to make contribu-
tions to a report. The report discussed the security
situation of and prospects for the Baltic States after
the Madrid Summit (Report on European Security:
the Baltic Contribution).

On June 17" and 18" 1999, the Economic Sub-
Committee on East-West Economic Co-operation
and Convergence visited Lithuania. On June 21™ to
the 23™ 2000, the Political Sub-Committee on Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe visited Bratislava and Vil-
nius. Between August 31* and September 10",
2000, the Assembly went on the Annual Tour of
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, for the first time vis-
iting non-NATO member countries.

Committee Reports and Resolutions

In 1996, the Defense and Security Committee
produced the Report on the Security of the Baltic
Region: a Challenge to a New Europe (AN 233
DSC/NC (96) 4). Between May 22™ and 26" 1998,
the Barcelona spring session discussed the draft the
Report on European Security: the Baltic Contribit-
tion (AR 272 DSC/ NC (98) 5). 1t was supple-
mented after the Sub-Committee visits to Lithua-
nia, Latvia and Estonia and submitted to the au-
tumn session in Edinburgh on November 8" to the
13™ 1998. This Report was supported by the
members of the Defense and Security Committee
and later by the Plenary. The Committee Rappor-
teur was assisted by Mr. Audronius Azubalis,
member of the Delegation of the Lithuanian parlia-
ment to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly. The
Defense and Security Committee also discussed the
draft Resolution on NATO and the Baltic States
(RESOLUTION 281) presented by the Committee
Rapporteur Mr. Jan Hoekema (Netherlands). The
Lithuanian Delegation proposed seven amendments
to the draft Resolution, six of which were sup-
ported. This Resolution was also supported by the
Plenary.

In 1999, the Secretariat produced the Report on
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the Economic Situation in Lithuania. In 2000, the
Secretariat produced the Report on the Annual
Tour. In November 2000, during the Annual Ses-
sion in Berlin, the Political Committee discussed
the draft Resolution on NATO Enlargement
(presented by Mr. Bert Koenders, Netherlands). It
was proposed for the first time to indicate the coun-
tries — namely. Slovenia, Slovakia and Lithuania —
who should be invited to the NATO accession ne-
gotiations during the Summit meeting in 2002.

U.S. Senator Mr. William Roth, former President
of the Assembly, proposed this amendment to the
Resolution. His proposal stirred heated debate, but
was finally supported by the Committee. However,
the Plenary voted in favor of the amendment tabled
by the Turkish, Bulgarian and Romanian parlia-
mentarians, proposing not to indicate specific coun-
tries.

6
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Presidential Visits

On September 9™ to the 10™ 1999, Mr. Javier
Ruperez, President of the NATO Parliamentary As-
sembly (elected during the 1998 autumn session in
Edinburgh), and Mr. Simon Lunn, Secretary Gen-
eral, visited Lithuania. On an earlier visit, on Sep-
tember 1994, Mr Loic Bouvard, President of the
Assembly, and Mr. Peter Corterier, Secretary Gen-
eral, had visited Lithuania.

During the 1998 spring session in Barcelona, the
Standing Committee considered the candidatures
for hosting the 2001 sessions. Former Yugoslav
Republic Macedonia, Bulgaria and Lithuania ap-
plied for it. The Standing Committee decided in
favor of Lithuania: the spring session 2001 will
take place in Lithuania on May 27" to the 31%.

From The Joint Baltic American National Committee, Inc.

Sign a Petition to Support
NATO Enlargement to the Baltics

ashington, DC (JBANC) --- The Joint
Baltic American National Committee,
Inc. (JBANC) has joined a national

campaign to promote NATO membership for Esto-
nia, Latvia, Lithuania and other aspiring nations.
The petition, directed to President George W.

Bush, requests that his administration help in secur-
ing invitations for the three Baltic countries and
other aspiring nations at the next NATO Summit in
2002, at the next Alliance Summit. Please join this
petition drive today! Your energetic and active
support is crucial.

Please return all completed petitions to JBANC
by June 1. The petitions will be presented to Presi-
dent Bush at this time, prior to his European trip.
Feel free to distribute this petition to other indi-
viduals or organizations.

To download the petition as an Acrobat Reader
file, click: http://216.164.88.144/gg/natopetition.
pdf OR to submit electronically, click:
http://216.164.88.144/gg/natopetition.htm. Your
submission will be assembled with others for pres-
entation to President Bush.

Below you will see the letter, which you may
copy, sign with your name and address, and send to
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JBANC at 400 Hurley Avenue, Rockville, MD
20850 (Tel: (301) 340-1954, Fax: (301) 309-1406,
E-Mail: jbanc@jbanc.org, Net: http://jbanc.org).
Or you may send it straight to the White House.

The President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Since it has been established that the enlarge-
ment of NATO is in the interest of the United
States in securing peace and stability; and since the
United States has consistently supported the
enlargement of NATO as a national policy and has
supported the quest of the aspiring nations that
have signed a joint resolution in Vilnius May 2000
to that effect.

Therefore, we now urge you, Mr. President, to
activate the above stated policy of these United
States and invite such aspiring nations to NATO
membership and that the Baltic nations of Estonia,
Latvia, and Lithuania be included in such invitation
at the NATO summit in 2002. ¢
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From The Joint Baltic American National Committee, Inc.

JBANC Concludes
Fourth Baltic Conference

Inc. (JBANC) held its fourth biannual

conference March 8-10 in the Washing-
ton, D.C. metropolitan area on the theme of " Esto-
nia, Latvia, Lithuania: the Next Ten Years". Most
of the presentations and discussions concerned Bal-
tic security issues, especially the desirability of
enlarging NATO in 2002 to include all qualified
aspirant countries, most notably the three Baltic
countries of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

Among the notable participants from the Baltic
countries were: Juri Luik, Estonia’s Defense Minis-
ter; Alvydas Medalinskas, Chairman of the Foreign
Relations Committee of the Lithuanian Seimas;
Maris Riekstins, Latvia’s Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs; and Giedrius Cekuolis, Lithuania’s
Deputy Foreign Minister.

Ambassador Jurgenson of Estonia, Ambassador
Ronis of Latvia, and the newly arrived Ambassador
Usackas of Lithuania also addressed the confer-
ence.

Lisa Bronson, Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense, spoke on U.S. relations with the Baltic
Countries, and informed her audience that no deci-
sions have yet been taken by President Bush’s Ad-
ministration regarding either the enlargement of
NATO in 2002 or the selection of new members.
She described the preparations needed to meet ad-
mission standards into NATO and emphasized their
importance.

Dr. Ronald Asmus, former Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for European Affairs and cur-
rently a member of the Council of Foreign Rela-
tions, endorsed Baltic membership in NATO.
“They qualify on moral, political and strategic
grounds,” he said. Dr. Asmus thought that even
now, any U.S. president would defend the Baltic
countries if they were threatened. Maj. Gen.
Kievenaar, U.S. Army (ret.), asserted that the Bal-
tics were defendable militarily despite some voices
that maintained a contrary view.

Dr. Paul Goble of Radio Free Europe and Radio

BANC/Washington, D.C.) — The Joint
Baltic American National Committee,

Liberty informed that the Russian Duma had allo-
cated more than $50 million to launch a propa-
ganda campaign to advance its objectives, includ-
ing keeping the Baltics out of NATO.

He warned that on the road to NATO member-
ship a concerted effort would be made in the media
to blacken the reputation of the Baltic countries.
Helle Bering, editor at the Washington Times, the
newspaper that broke the story about Russian nu-
clear weapons in Kaliningrad, said she too ex-
pected to see more critical articles about the Baltics
appearing in the media as a result of Russian ef-
forts.

Many other speakers participated in panels on
regional cooperation, security and stability within
the NATO framework, defense cooperation and the
view of the Baltics in the media. They included
Ambassador Butora of Slovakia; Conrad Tribble,
the Northern Europe Initiative Coordinator at the
Department of State; former U.S. Ambassador to
Lithuania, Keith Smith; Bruce Jackson of the U.S.
Committee on NATO; Col. Janusz Bojarski, Polish
Military attaché in Washington; Col. Grant Hayden
of the Maryland National Guard; and Gintas
Alksninis, Washington correspondent of the
Lithuanian daily, Lietuvos Rytas.

Other conference events included visits to Con-
gress and the State Department. Participants at-
tended briefings by staff members of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, Senator Durbin’s
office and Senator Campbell’s office. They spoke
about Senator Helm’s support for Baltic member-
ship in NATO, the work of the Helsinki Commis-
sion, and the forthcoming Congressional trip to at-
tend the NATO Parliamentary Assembly meeting
at Vilnius. The staff members also described re-
cently held hearings conducted by Senator Gordon
Smith and Senator Joseph Biden during which
General Wesley Clark and other witnesses testified
in favor of NATO enlargement to include the Bal-
tics. Cameron Munter, Director of Central and
East European Affairs at the National Security
Council, presided over the State Department brict-
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ing. The conference also featured a Department of
Commerce hosted session on investment and trade
opportunities in the Baltic countries.

The then president of JBANC, Janis Kukainis,
president of the American Latvian Association
(ALA), conducted the conference program and was
assisted by Mati Koiva, President of the Estonian
American National Council, Inc. and Saulius Ku-
prys, President of the Lithuanian American Coun-
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cil, Inc. The Managing Director, Karl Altau, as-
sisted by his program assistant, Simonas Girdzi-
jauskas and the manager of expandnato.org, Rojs
Dauburs, made the necessary administrative ar-
rangements. According to JBANC’s practice of
rotating leadership positions among its three mem-
ber organizations, Mr. Kuprys took over as JBANC
president following the conference. 4

From the Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania, Washington, D.C.

Russian and Lithuanian Presidents
Sign a Joint Declaration

oscow:Washington. D.C. -

Russian President Vladi-

mir Putin and Lithuanian
President Valdas Adamkus signed a
joint statement on March 30, 2001
on the results of their talks. The
document supports the activation of
a bilateral dialogue, and “recognizes
the rnight of every country to choose
the way for ensuring its security
along with the commitment not to
strengthen its own security at the expense of the
security of other countries”. The statement names
other international documents as the basis for Rus-
sian-Lithuanian cooperation, including their bilat-
eral agreement of July 29, 1991, which recognizes
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of both
states.

Both Presidents stated that the two countries
“attach great importance to the broadening and
strengthening of cooperation and interaction in the
development of the Russian Kaliningrad region,
including in the context of the future enlargement
of the European Union". Both countries will pay
special attention to establishing the “maximum
possible freedom of movement for residents of
Russia's Kaliningrad region and Lithuania by
means of bilateral basis and the meeting of interna-
tional commitments. “The countries will discuss
the possibilities of further improvement of the bi-
lateral legal basis for cargo transportation and tran-

sit, including military transit, haz-

ardous cargoes, energy resources,

and other cargoes, through the terri-
» tories of both states”, the statement
said.

The statement stated that Russia
would make efforts to conclude the
ratification process of the Russian-
Lithuanian border treaty.

In the joint statement, the presi-
dents proposed "all-level" bilateral
dialogue and more extensive consulting in the in-
ternational policy field. Both countries will work
together in the Council of the Baltic Sea Countries,
will put efforts to stimulate join projects in the
frame of “Nida Initiatives”, and will prepare new
proposals for further practical implementation of
the European Union’s Northern Dimension. The
two presidents agreed on a joint patronage over the
cultural foundation, which was created by the ini-
tiative of Lithuania.

Lithuanian President Valdas Adamkus's three-
day official visit to Russia (from March 29" to the
31%) included meetings with Russian Prime Minis-
ter Mikhail Kasyanov, Chairman of the Russian
Federation’s Federal Assembly Council Yegor
Stroyev, and mayor of Moscow Yury Luzhkov,
among others. President Adamkus traveled on
March 31 to the Kaliningrad region. He is the
first Head of State of a western country to visit the
Russian enclave. ¢
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From the Lithuanian-American Community, Inc.

Focus on Grass Roots Activities
in High Gear

LAC Regional Conferences

r. Romualdas Kriaucitinas, Vice President

for Organizational Affairs, organized two
conferences for regional and chapter executive
committees. The main focus of the regional
meetings was to initiate an action plan for po-
litical activism for Lithuania’s acceptance into
NATO.
1. The Atlantic Regional Conference for Bos-
ton, Connecticut, New York and the southeast-
ern region was held April 21-22, in Philadel-
phia, PA in the Lithuanian Cultural Center of
Philadelphia (Lithuanian Music Hall), 2715 E.
Allegheny Ave., Philadelphia. The Conference
was hosted by the Executive Committees of the
Southeastern Region (V. Macitnas, Pres.) and
Philadelphia Chapter of LAC (V. Bag-
donavicius, Pres.). Saturday, April 21, there
was a cocktail party reception followed by a
concert featuring “The Dainava Men’s Octet”
from Chicago with Darius Polikaitis, musical
director.
2. The Midwest Regional Conference for
Michigan, Ohio, Midwest regions and chapters
was held April 28-29, 2001 in Lemont, IL at
the Lithuanian World Center, 14911 127th St.,
Lemont, IL. The LAC Midwest Region Ex-
ecutive Committee (Biruté VindaSiené, Pres.)
hosted this conference. Chapters independent/
not assigned to any particular LAC region:
Houston, Kansas City, Omaha and Denver
were invited to attend this conference. Satur-
day evening, April 28, there was an informal
“Get Together” Social in the “Bociy Mene”
Room at the Lithuanian World Center. The
Lithuanian Opera of Chicago staged “Elixir of
Love” on Sunday, April 29, at 3:00 p.m.
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"Third Wave" Lithuanian
Immigrant Issues

It has been reported to us that successful,
well-attended meetings on changes in immi-
gration law were held in Chicago, Philadel-
phia, New York, and Elizabeth. Please let us
know where else these meetings were ar-
ranged. Also, please inform new arrivals from
Lithuania that “Draugas”, the Lithuanian-
American Chicago-based daily newspaper,
publishes a weekly column written by Dalia
Badariené with important and timely informa-
tion for new immigrants. Changes in section
245(1) of the immigration law have a deadline
of April 30, 2001 for filing applications to ob-
tain legal alien status in the United States.

NATO Question

Leaders of five major Lithuanian American
organizations signed a Memorandum at
the Lithuanian Embassy in Washington on
March 11, 2001 pledging to work together to-
ward the common goal of Lithuania’s invita-
tion to join NATO in 2002. Before February
16 celebrations, all chapters were sent texts of
resolutions and sample letters to government
officials. Please send the signed resolutions to
President George W. Bush and to members of
Congress, and please forward copies to the
LAC Washington Office.

The LAC web site, www javlb.org, has new
shorter versions of letters to the President,
Senators and Congressmen. In the next few
months, the Bush Administration will be mak-
ing decision on the expansion of NATO.
Please start a massive letter writing campaign
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to make sure that
Lithuania is included in 8
the next round of invita-
tions to join NATO in
2002.

50th Anniversary
of the LAC

— Celebration in
Chicago

he main celebration

will take place in
Chicago, October 12-
14, 2001. One of the highlights will be a con-
cert by the world renowned Lithuanian Boys
Choir “Azuoliukas”, who will be in the U.S.
participating in a youth choir competition in
Utah in October. Details of the 50th anniver-
sary celebration will follow in the future, but
please reserve those dates for a trip to Chicago.

Director of LAC Public Affairs Office
in Washington Resigns
M rs. Audroné Pakstiené resigned from her
post as of March 31, 2001. With deep
regret, we express our sincere appreciation and
gratitude to Audroné for her years of service to
the Lithuanian American Community and wish
her well in her future endeavors. Until a new
director is appointed, Mr. Algirdas J. Rimas,
Chairman of the Public Affairs Council, will

take charge of the Washington Office with vol-
unteer help.

News in Brief...

w e are pleased to announce the founding
of a new LAC Chapter in the South-
west suburbs of Chicago thanks to the efforts
of Mrs. Biruté Vindasiené, Midwest Region
President.

Judy Petrokas has agreed to be LAC repre-
sentative in Dayton, OH. We look forward to
many years of close cooperation with Judy
Petrokas. She replaces the recently deceased

10 BRIDGES

10

Aldona Ryan, who was a very ac-
tive Knight of Lithuania, and a
loyal and devoted friend of
Lithuania and the Lithuanian
American Community.

The Florida Region of LAC
held its annual conference April
v ] 24-25, 2001 in Palm Beach, FL.

A reminder: Mr. Balys Rau-
gas, editor of the 50th anniversary
"History of the LAC" publication
is eagerly waiting for your LAC
Chapter histories.

Be sure to check out these web
sites:

« LAC National Executive Committee's
www.javlb.org;

« Lithuanians of Florida http://www.
angelfire.com/fl2/Lithuanians;

« New York Region's http://members.aol.
conV/lithny;

o Los Angeles Lithuanians' www.langas.
com;

o Seattle Lithuanian Community's http://
members.aol.com/LAPELIS/;

« Philadelphia Chapter's www Phillylac.org;
Atlanta Chapter's http://www.geocities.
convlietuviaiatlantoje;

e The Lithuanian Community in Cleveland's
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/
Ranch/8441/;

e Lithuanian-American Youth Association's
http://www .tamos.net/~javljs/;

o and Arizona Chapter's www lithaz.org.

Also don’t forget the Lithuanian language radio
shows, which can be heard on the internet:
http://www thecityradio.com/wjcu/ (Cleveland
on Sundays from 8:00 to 10:00 am) and www.
wnwr.com (Philadelphia on Sundays at 9:00 am).

*
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Jeanne Dorr

ngels seem to be the rage all over

America. One can hardly turn around

without seeing angels on television or

in books on the bestseller lists. You
can’t go into a grocery store without seeing tiny
angel pins; angels, angles everywhere. But who
are these angels? Are they real or are they
imaginary? Do they wear flowing white robes,
are their beautiful heads surrounded by halos,
and are their wingspans magnificent? I’m afraid
the angels I met at St. Clare’s hospital / hospice
in Utena were none of these. They were rather
ordinary people who came each day to a job that
would probably depress most of us. They work
long hours and wear a smile for every patient,
even the most difficult ones.

Several years ago a Bridges reader from New
York sent me information about Sister Dolorita
Butkus and St. Clare’s. I have to admit that I
read 1t and filed it away for future reference. It
was not a depressing article, but I just didn’t
think I could handle one more thing on my plate.
My plate was filled with children and their prob-

11

ojf o) e AN
ikal

lems from Lithuanian Orphan Care,
and this point I couldn’t cope with one
more headache. But as I was to learn
much later, one of Sister Dolorita’s fa-
vorite sayings 1s, “The Lord works in
mysterious ways.” He certainly does,
as I was to learn the hard way.

In 1999, I had the pleasure of meet-
ing Sister when she was a guest at St.
Andrew’s Church for their annual Christmas
concert. We talked and talked, and then we
talked some more. Sister was bubbling over with
enthusiasm and love for Lithuania’s people. She
was hoping for a miracle — a low price air ticket
and permission from her superiors to make an-
other trip to Lithuania. At the time of the con-
cert, neither request looked too promising, but
that didn’t dampen Sister’s spirits. Again she
told me how the Lord worked in mysterious
ways. I was beginning to get the point.

Although we both live in New Jersey, Sister
Dolorita and I kept in touch via letter and phone.
We just couldn’t seem to get together; we always
seemed to be going in different directions. But
what I did know was that Sister’s greatest joy is
in helping others. She doesn’t do these things to
see her name in print or to receive praise or hon-
ors. She does it because it needs to be done and
it is the right thing to do. To put it simply, some-
one has to do these things.

After many years as a nurse in Illinois, Sister
asked permission to help in Lithuania. She

JEANNE DORR is a member of the Board of Directors of Lithuanian Orphan Care, a branch of the Human Services Council of
the Lithuanian-American Community, Inc. She is also a Social Studies teacher in New Jersey. All photos from DR. STROLIENE.
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started to work at a school in Utena, where there
literally was nothing as far as supplies. After Sis-
ter Dolorita and Sister Michele Garas did what
they could do there, Sister Dolorita was asked to
teach pastoral ministry and to be the school nurse
at St. Anthony’s College in Kretinga. That as-
signment lasted for two years and then she was
called back to Utena. This project was much lar-
ger — she was needed to help start a hospice. The
idea was actually the i1dea
of a Caritas worker who
managed to get a dilapi-
dated building from the
local government in
Utena. Lithuanians need
very little living space and
very often several families
live together in three or
four rooms. Having a ter-
minally 1ll person in these
cramped quarters puts
even more stress on eve-
ryone, including the pa-
tient. Things were far
worse 1n the countryside
where many of the people
still live without plumbing
and have dirt floors.
Having a clean bed, medi-
cal care, and loving hands
to minister to the body
would ease a person’s fi-
nal days. Having some-

Father Petras at the Hospital Chapel's altar.
Photo: Dr. Stroliené
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supplies were delivered. Now it seemed every-
one and his brother needed the building. Local
hospitals would not have minded seeing the pro-
ject fail; they could really use the beds and medi-
cal supplies for their own facilities. The building
was really appealing to the Mafia; they would
like to use it for a hotel or restaurant. But every-
one soon learned not to mess with St. Clare’s an-
gels. They had powerful help on their side. Sis-
ter and so many others
worked night and day put-
ting their hearts into this
project and no one was go-
ing to interfere. At last the
big day arrived and it was
ready.

As I was about to leave
for Lithuania, I told Sister I
thought I was ready to visit
St. Clare’s. She was de-
lighted and gave me the
name and phone number of
the director. We hoped we
could travel to Lithuania
together, but Sister was
still waiting for her mira-
cles of an airline ticket and
permission to go. She
never doubted it would
happen; it was just a little
late in coming. She did get
her miracle, but she would
be leaving for Lithuania, as

one pray with them and
for them made it even better.

Trying to get something done in Lithuania
that needs documents of any kind can be a living
nightmare. Regardless of what papers you have
obtained, there is always one more that is needed
before you can proceed. The running around,
standing in line only to be told you need still an-
other official stamp, is enough to make the aver-
age American throw her hands up in despair; but
not Sister. Her tenaciousness matches her gen-
tleness. Sister was here for a purpose, and this
was one of her purposes.

Eventually the building was habitable and
with the help of Robert Boris, then director of
Aid to Lithuania, thirty beds and many needed

I would be returning. She
wished me a good trip and assured me I would be
in her prayers.

About two weeks after arriving in Lithuania, I
phoned the hospital only to be told the director
was on vacation. As soon as [ mentioned Sister
Dolorota’s name, I was given the director’s home
phone number. I really hated to annoy her at
home, especially since she was on vacation, but
my schedule was very tight. I dialed the number
rather reluctantly only to be greeted by a cheerful
voice. Apparently, the hospital phoned her to tell
her of my call. She eased my conscience for dis-
turbing her at home, and we set a time to meet at
the hospital.

I put into service one of many friends in
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Lithuania who has a car. This time it was a col-
lege soccer coach. He asked me if he could
bring his sixteen-year-old daughter. I thought
Rita would enjoy company, so I invited my
twenty-year-old cousin along. As the girls chat-
tered in the back seat about the latest fads, music,
and clothing fashions, I was getting second
thoughts and cold feet about this trip. I was back
to my old insecurities of not knowing how to
handle a situation where you know this is the fi-
nal stop for most of the patients.

As we pulled up in front of St. Clare’s, I was
still worrying. I decided not to take any photo-
graphs inside because I firmly believe people
have the right to die with dignity. The outside
was beautifully landscaped with benches for
those patients who are still ambulatory and can
enjoy the garden. From the outside, the building
was well maintained.

Dr. Aukseé Stroliené who is a neurologist as
well as the administrator of St. Clare's greeted us
at the front door. Dr. Stroliené is one of the
“angels” who so graciously gave up one of her
vacation days to give me a tour of St. Clare’s.

She gave me a brief history of the hospital
and showed me “before and after” photographs
of the hospital. I mentioned to her that I would
not be taking pictures, and she generously of-
fered to send me some of the hospital pictures.
She was true to her word, and the pictures ar-
rived at my house soon after I returned home.

We started our tour with the chapel. It was a
small room and contained a beautiful hand made
wooden altar, which was donated by a couple
from New Jersey. Over the altar was a beautiful
window. As we prayed in the chapel Father Pet-
ras Adomonis arrived. Father is in charge of say-
ing Mass as well as giving comfort to the pa-
tients and their families. Father had a wish that
more patients could visit the beautiful chapel, but
this 1s not possible since St. Clare’s does not
have an elevator, and the steps make it impossi-
ble to bring people in wheelchairs downstairs.
Father Petras accommodates these people by say-
ing Mass upstairs on a table.

I asked Dr. Stroliené how long the average
patient stays at St. Clare’s, and she replied that it
was usually about four months. This is the time
that the government insurance covers. However,
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no one is asked to leave when the four months is
over. The sad truth is that most people do not
live that long. Last year seventy-eight people
died at St. Clare’s. Lithuanians still prefer to
care for their family members at home until it is
no longer possible.

There were eight people on the first floor, but
they were too sick to attend Mass even though
the chapel was not far from them. Everything
from hallways to rooms was spotless. The An-
gels of St. Clare’s were attractive, happy, young
women. They joked with those patients who
were able to smile back, and they sympathized
with those who were despondent. They were al-
ways giving love and hugging their patients and
knew each by name. For those who were near
the end, the angels held them and softly prayed
for them. Believe me when I tell you, they were
not in this profession for money or for glory.
What was even more amazing to me was that Dr.
Stroliené knew the names and background of
every patient in every room.

When I was able to talk to the patients, I did
so. For some I simply looked in the room and
said a silent prayer for them. I visited a stroke
victim as well as two with Alzheimer’s. There
were bells tied to the beds so that the nurses
could be summoned.

My heart broke for the husband and wife in
one of the rooms. She cried bitterly while her
husband looked on helplessly. Somehow, she
knew she was not going to go home and was in-
consolable. The nurse said her husband spent as
many hours a day as he could with her, but he
was exhausted from working his small farm.
They had no children, and when his wife died, he
would lose his helpmate and best friend.

One room held five women, all too sick to
raise their heads from their pillows. In another
room were five men suffering from trauma and
diabetes. These ten people had to be turned con-
stantly so they would not develop bedsores.

I saw only one patient who was mobile. He
was an elderly man walking up and down the
hall with his head bandaged. He, and all the pa-
tients and their families I spoke to, had only
words of praise for St. Clare’s. One woman who
came to St. Clare’s from a local farm told me it
was the cleanest place she had ever seen in her
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life. She was right. Everything sparkled. There
was a special bathroom installed that the patients
could use themselves. Isaw a well-equipped
physical therapy room where most of the equip-
ment was donated from America.

[ can’t tell you how many times Dr. Stroliené
emphasized that they were built on charity given
through the goodness of others and even today
could not exist without charity. Everywhere I
went there was evidence of the generosity of the
Knights of Lithuania. There was a very large
Vytis emblem gracing one hall. Their work and
donations were instrumental in opening St.
Clare’s Hospital. In the corner of one hall was a
television that the patients enjoyed when they are
able to sit up. The hospital placed an ad in a lo-
cal paper asking if someone could donate an old
television. Instead, a local man who won a sum
of money on a Lithuanian lottery ticket bought
them a new one. Needless to say, they were
thrilled and grateful.

My next stop was the kitchen where they
were so proud of a dishwasher that was obtained
by Sister Dolorita. The cook was very proud of
her domain and showed me her stove, but she did
admit that there were times when she could get
only one burner to work.. Most patients are on a
special diet, while six of them eat only pureed
food. The patients eat four times a day at the
cost of about one dollar per meal. Their costs are
off set by the generosity of local people who do-
nate potatoes, beans, and anything else they can
spare.

Dr. Stroliené asked me if I would publicly
thank the woman who does the wash at St.
Clare’s. When the hospital first opened, they had
no washing machines. Wearing boots and using
the hottest water she could tolerate, Leokadija
Lasiené climbed into a large bathtub and washed
everything by hand. There was no end to the
laundry, and her hands were so red and raw that
they bled. She would then hang the clothes out-
doors in freezing weather. After that, she care-
fully and lovingly ironed everything so that the
patients would be more comfortable, and the
sheets would not be too rough on their skin. She
came in at dawn and never left until everything
was dried and pressed. She often works seven
days a week and her salary is $100 a month. But
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A nurse helps a patient at St. Clare’s.

Photo: Dr. Stroliené

not a complaint came from her lips because she
believes she is doing God’s work for the patients.

Life is easier now because Barbara and Rich-
ard Bladis of New Jersey, the same generous
people who donated the altar, donated a commer-
cial washer and dryer. Mrs. Lasiené is very
grateful for the washer and dryer, but she still
stays, often very late, until every item is pressed.
Leokadija Lasiené is truly one of St. Clare’s an-
gels.

I asked Dr. Stroliené what would be at the top
of her “wish list”. She didn’t hesitate for a mo-
ment before she replied. What was needed most
at St. Clare’s is an elevator. It would make life
so much easier to bring patients up and down the
stairs. The steps are both steep and narrow, and
one of the most difficult tasks is to bring bodies
down these stairs. An elevator would cost about
$55,000 so that is probably what it will remain —
a dream on a wish list. But there are so many
things still needed at St. Clare’s, and donations
of any sum would be appreciated. Dr. Stroliené
constantly reminded me that St. Clare’s was built
on charity and still exists because of charity and
the goodness of people far away, who will proba-
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bly never see this wonderful and necessary hos-
pital.

As we left St. Clare’s, I felt it was a bitter-
sweet experience. The patients were given the
best possible care, but I knew most would return
home to their families. It was their final stop
here on earth.

On the trip back to Kaunas, I noticed that our
two young traveling companions were much qui-
eter. They seemed to be deep in their own
thoughts, and there was no more chatter of fash-
ions or music. Perhaps they realized how pre-
cious and short life could be.

I would like to thank the Bridges reader from
Far Rockaway, NY who introduced me to St.
Clare’s Hospital long before I ever got there. 1
would like to add my gratitude, along with the
entire staff of St. Clare’s to Sister Dolorita for
her endless prayers and boundless energy in
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making the hospice a place of care and peace.
To Father Petras Adomonis, Dr. Stroliené, and
all the angels of St. Clare’s, thank you for your
love and dedication to the people of Lithuania in
the hours of their greatest need.

As I have written, St. Clare’s is ALWAYS in
need of your help. For those of you who would
like to help, please send your checks by regis-
tered mail to:

Dr. Auksé Stroliené
St. Clare’s Hospital
S. Dariaus ir S. Giréno 14
4910 Utena Lithuania

Checks should be written to St Clare’s Hospi-
tal.

I would like to close with this quote by James
Russell Lowell: “ All God’s angels come to us
disguised.” 4

John Patrick (Petruskevicius)

Jeanne Dorr Honored

or the past 26 years, New Jersey has

held its annual Heritage Festival Ball.

Every ethnic group in the state is invited

to celebrate their own ethnicity within
the diversity of New Jersey. And, each year pro-
vides another opportunity to honor special repre-
sentatives from those groups.

Last year, Jules Veblaitis of Elizabeth, ever-
active in his community, in the A.P.P.L.E. pro-
gram for education in Lithuania, and the Lithua-
nian-American Community, Inc. was the special
honoree by the Lithuanians.

The Lithuanian representatives to the commit-
tee, Loretta Stukas and John Patrick, were proud
to announce that the honoree at the Heritage Fes-
tival Ball held on April 29, 2001 in West Orange,
New Jersey was Jeanne Dorr of Willingboro.

Jeanne, a frequent contributor to Bridges

magazine, is very active in promoting the welfare
of Lithuanians here and in our Motherland. A
summary of her activities on behalf of Lithuania
as presented to the Committee of the Heritage
Ball follows.

Jeanne Dorr was born in Scranton, PA, the
grandchild of immigrants from a section of
[Czarist Russia-held Lithuania]. These loving
grandparents and her parents bestowed on her a
love of their new country, America, and a kin-
ship with the land of her ancestors.

America is and was the land of opportunity,
and the opportunity for education was not to be
missed. Jeanne earned a B.S. degree in educa-
tion. She teaches in Willingboro, NJ. She is
married to Tim, and has sons Christopher and
Richard.

In 1979, Jeanne traveled for the first of sev-

JOHN PATRICK (PETRUSKEVICI US) is a Lithuanian representative, along with Mrs. Loretta Stukas, on the New Jersey Heri-

tage Festival Ball, Inc. committee.
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eral times to Soviet-occupied Lithuania. There,
her heart went out to the vast number of people
who, because of Communism, had no hope for
the future. She remembered the stories of repres-
sion and hopelessness her grandparents often told
her. Jeanne resolved to make whatever differ-
ence she could.

Being a teacher, she had many opportunities
to teach children in America about the oppres-
sive Soviet system so many fortunate Americans
could not understand. She had a friend in
Lithuania, also a teacher, and Jeanne coordinated
a pen-pal program. The reality innocently de-
picted in the letters that came from Lithuania
shocked the American children. This pen-pal
project was featured on the front page of the
Sunday edition of the Burlington County Times,
and brought phone calls from many interested
people of Lithuanian heritage. The pen pal pro-
ject was a success, and many of the friendships
continue to this day.

She was elated when on March 11, 1990
Lithuania peacefully declared her independence.
When the Soviet army mobilized in Lithuania in
1991 and attempted to quell what is known today
as the “Singing Revolution", Jeanne was horri-
fied. She and many other people of good will,
both Lithuanian and non-Lithuanian, reacted
with all the political muscle and publicity they
could muster.

Jeanne assisted in organizing demonstrations
in New York City and Washington D.C. to pro-
test the blockade by the Soviets and the violence
inflicted on innocent Lithuanians whose only
crime was calling for freedom. She participated
in many protest marches and appeared at the
doors of many influential politicians. The tire-
less work of Jeanne Dorr and many others like
her allowed Lithuania to become a free and inde-
pendent nation.

But Lithuania was still a country in need.
Fifty years of Communist domination left
Lithuania in a shambles. She organized clothing
drives, established contacts at medical schools to
obtain medical supplies, sent school supplies and
anything else she could get donated. She has ar-
ranged for medical help and has raised more than
$10,000 for wheelchairs.

She and her husband volunteered to be surro-
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gate parents to children coming to the Overbrook
School for the Blind in Philadelphia. When Dr.
Jack and Loretta Stukas started a cooperative
program between Lithuanian physicians and the
Deborah Heart and Lung Hospital in New Jersey,
Jeanne assisted in providing housing and shelter
to those families whose only hope for life for the
children was the fine medical care of Deborah.
Some of the unfortunate children died, but the
families were comforted by the efforts of a com-
munity organized by Jeanne Dorr.

She is a member of the people of directors of
Lithuanian Orphan Care, part of the Human Ser-
vices Division of the Lithuanian American Com-
munity. This is a volunteer group whose primary
goal is to keep families intact in Lithuania. She
has raised more than $300,000 in six years for
Lithuanian Orphan Care. Every other summer
she travels to Lithuania and visits as many of the
Orphan Care families as possible.

She is currently the co-chair of the Southeast-
ern Lithuanian Community’s public affairs office
and the public affairs chair of the Philadelphia-
South Jersey Lithuanian-American Community.
She is editor of Labas, a newsletter that reaches
more than a thousand families. This newsietter
is intended to instill in those Lithuanian Ameri-
cans who cannot speak the language of their an-
cestors a love of Lithuania and their heritage.
She also writes a monthly column in Bridges, the
English language magazine of the Lithuanian
American Community. Jeanne is often called for
speaking engagements. She has chaired humani-
tarian aid seminars dealing with aid for children
and the elderly. She is also a member of the
Knights of Lithuania Philadelphia Council No. 3.

Congratulations to Jeanne for the honor be-
stowed for her work. Let us all thank Jeanne,
and last year’s recipient, Jules Veblaitis, for the
fine work done on behalf of Lithuania and the
fine publicity brought to the Lithuanian-
American Community. 4

16 BRIDGES - Issue 3/2001



James M. Boubonis
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MISSION TO MIROSIL.AVAS

woke up early enough, considering how
much I’d had to drink the night before at
my cousin Maryté’s house. Her husband
Vytas, quite the jolly one, had plied me
repeatedly with French cognac and Lithuanian
beer. “Ipilk, Maryte! Gerk, DzZimi!” Mean-
while, I had been attempting to speak French
with Maryté, who is a French teacher in Alytus,
since I speak better French than Lithuanian, and
the others present, except young Uosteé, spoke
little English. But as the level of cognac got
lower and lower in the bottle, I found myself less
and less speaking in French, English, and Lithua-
nian, but speaking more and more in
“Frengthuanian”. Eventually I had decided to
stick with Lithuanian only for better or worse.

After our soiree, my cousin Gintas had taken
me back to his house, where I was to spend the
night.

I had been preparing for this trip, in a sense,
for four years. It was when I first learned of the
possibility of having living relatives in Lithuania
that I began studying the language, history, cul-
ture, and geography of our tévyné. My first goal
was to meet my living kin. The second goal, and
nearly as important, was to honor those no longer
living.

This was the third full day of my first trip to
Lithuania. I washed and reported to the front
room for breakfast, a delicious feast prepared by
Gintas’ charming wife Augg, though it was
dampened somewhat by my grogginess. A few
cups of coffee helped that, but before we got on
our way on our planned journey, I felt obliged to
confess to my hosts that I believed I had inadver-
tently broken a supporting rail on the rollout bed
I was using in the guest room. They graciously
waved it off, claiming it was a cheap piece of
furniture anyway.

We got in the van — Gintas, Uoste, the elder
of his two daughters, and I. Gintas drove to an
apartment building where we picked up another
cousin, Biruté, and her daughter Ieva.

Before leaving town, we stopped at an out-
door flower stand and bought a wreath of flowers
and a candle or two. Then we rolled out of town,
on a quiet, cold day, westward into the Dzukija
countryside.

I am the first of the American-born bearing
my family name to return to Lithuania. This
would not have come about at all if I had not
happened across a Vilnius telephone book at the
Amberland shop in the Boston Lithuanian Citi-
zens Association, and if I had not, out of curios-
ity, looked up ‘Baubonis’ and found an entry; if
Juozas Baubonis of Vilnius, a probable kinsman
(though it hasn’t yet been proven) had not replied
to my letter; if my father hadn’t remembered that
my great uncle Joe had once said something
about having come from a place calied ‘Mirsla,’
or something like that; and if Juozas hadn’t taken
that information, realized it was the Dzukija
town Miroslavas, and, traveling there, hadn’t
found a 91-year-old lady named Marcelina who
knew exactly who my relatives were.

I reflected on all this, and the sublime joys
and moral responsibilities it gave me, as the van
cruised past farm after farm on gently rolling
hills, interrupted by an occasional lake, pond, or
stretch of woods. A dusting of recent snow mot-
tled the gray-brown soil with patches of white.
No wonder my grandfather Antanas and his
brothers Juozas and Ignas, after some years of
working the coalmines in western Pennsylvania,
had decided to settle in southeast Wisconsin. It
reminded them of their homeland.

Gintas slowed the vehicle and pointed to a
roadside monument made of stone, explaining in

JAMES M. BOUBONIS is a first-time Bridges contributor who lives in Massachusetts.
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Lithuanian, “This
monument was put
here after the war to
honor the dead on both
sides of the conflict.
There were originally
two soldiers’ heads on
the monument. The
head of the Russian
soldier was removed
after Independence was
restored.” One sole
soldier’s head is left
there, that of a German
soldier. The lesson
was well taken.
Though the people of
Dzukija are no fans of
Nazism, the area was
one of those hit the
worst with Soviet

The author in between his cousins Gintas and Rita.
Photo: J. Boubonis
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road, and I knew we
must have been near-
ing our destination.
We all had been
rather quiet during
the ride. Yes, there
was a language bar-
rier, as my Lithua-
nian was nearly as
limited as their Eng-
lish, but we could
usually converse,
with some patience.
Uosté and Ieva occa-
sionally chatted a bit,
but all passengers
seemed to be some-
what preoccupied
with our mission.
All the while the
van’s radio had been

atrocities, and there are
still bitter feelings against anything Soviet.

Among those atrocities were the deportations
of tens of thousands of Lithuanians to such God-
forsaken places as the timberlands of Siberia —
where in fact my Lithuanian relatives lived after
they were deported. It seems that my eldest
great-uncle Pranas had committed the bourgeois
crime of inheriting his father’s farm in the village
of Vankiskiai, three kilometers from the slightly
larger town of Miroslavas. Unforgivable, in the
great and glorious Marxist state. Makes one dan-
gerous, this owning of land.

No wonder Dzukija was a hotbed of partisan
activity in the early years of the Soviet era. How
many times I gritted my teeth over the injustice
shown my family by the Communist goons: liv-
ing in hardship and poverty for over a dozen
years, while the family farmland suffered mis-
management and neglect at the hands of the glo-
rious Soviet state. Eventually my cousins were
“permitted” to return to their homeland, though
they were by then penniless. Their farmhouse
was gone, the orchard rendered useless through
neglect, the barn and animals gone. Only the
small goose pond and a cellar remained to tell
them where their home had been.

Gintas turned the van up a narrow, winding

playing. It wasn’t
one of those Lithuanian stations that strives to
play all the hits of the western, English-speaking
world. T listened to one Lithuanian song after
another, and enjoyed the experience so unusual
for me.

The van rounded a sharp bend in the road, and
Gintas suddenly attempted to slow up as he no-
ticed an old lady waving at us for a ride. But we
had seen her too late to stop safely, and Gintas
made a sound of dismay and drove on.

A nostalgic Lithuanian song started playing
on the radio, a man’s voice accompanied quietly
by acoustic guitar. I watched the frozen fields
roll past, and mused over the fact that my grand-
father, and his father and grandfather, had looked
at these same fields so many times and so many
years ago. No doubt they knew the farmers who
had owned them at that time. [ wondered
whether they could see us now, on our pilgrim-
age to the one place where the living commonly
goes to commemorate the departed. And I re-
minded myself that, among the graves of the old
ones, I must put aside the thing that was bother-
ing me, the only unpleasant thing I had encoun-
tered since arriving in Lithuania, the thing I had
been unaware of until my cousin Riita Dilbiené
had informed me of it in her house in Vilnius.

1 0 A 2 S S
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“Girdéjo Sauksmq protéviy, ” Juozas had writ-
ten of me. I had heard the call of the ancestors,
and that’s why the American cousin, who had
surfaced after my Lithuanian relatives’” hope of
contact with the American branch of the family
had been all but extinguished, was now riding in
a van toward little Miroslavas in the middle of
winter.

My relatives, throughout my ten-day first
visit, all showed me great appreciation of this
fact. I might just as easily have expressed my
wonder over the fact that they had so readily
welcomed the idea of my visit when I first pro-
posed 1t, welcomed me into their homes, wined
and dined me, and showed me many sights in
true Lithuanian hospitality. Though we had been
corresponding for a few years, sending family
photos and news — mainly with my cousin Riita
in Vilnius where I started my trip, and with Juo-
zas who had taken such pains to unite me with
my closest kinsmen — they had no real indication
of my character, and I could have been a criminal
for all they knew... But after thinking it over, I
realized that neither they nor I need have won-
dered over any of this. Sauksmas protéviy — it
applied equally to all of us. The bond of com-
mon bloodlines, the shared family history... it
sang to each one of us.

“Cia Miroslavas,” Gintas uttered softly, for
my benefit, as everyone else in the van knew this
place well. A few more turns down old unpaved
streets, and we pulled up in front of the ceme-
tery. We alighted from the van, carrying out the
flowers, candles, and cameras, and, perhaps
rather stiffly and uncertainly, walked toward the
opening in the fence around the graveyard. It
was a still day, with no wind, and not another
soul in sight.

We would have much lighter moments that
day. Afterward we would make a short visit to
the church in Miroslavas, where our great-
grandfather Tamosius Baubonis had been some
sort of lay leader, perhaps what we would call a
churchwarden in English. He was also a sort of
Justice of the Peace, perhaps a vaitas or viriaitis
as his father MatauSius Baubonis had been be-
fore him — a chief of the community, or bailiff.

We would also visit the location of the Bau-
bonis farm, property returned to our family after
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the restoration of independence; and a small
house in Vankiskiai where Biruté and leva spend
time during the summer.

The high point of the day would come when
we went to the house of Vytautas Baubonis, an
electrician who lives in Vankiskiai, where we en-
joyed another fantastic Lithuanian feast, shared
memories, drank, and enjoyed the beginning of
the reunion of long-separated branches of the
family. The dinner with Vytautas’ family had its
share of emotional moments as well as joyous
celebration.

But back at the cemetery we had stopped to
pay our respects and pray at the gravesites of
several of our kin, including those of Pranas and
his son Stasys, the father of Gintas and Rata and
of my cousins Dalyté and Laima.

Then Gintas brought me to the spot I had long
wanted to visit.

Down an aisle of the cemetery near the en-
trance was a small mound with a large dark
headstone planted in the middie of it. I duly set
aside my anger and placed the wreath. Biruté
and I lit the candles.

It was this anger that was the cause of my
grogginess upon awaking that morning, and not a
hangover. It was not Vytas’ good ministries with
the bottle the night before that made me sluggish
that morning, but yet another outrage perpetrated
on my family by the glorious Soviet Republic.

Not long after my relatives had been
“permitted” to return to their homeland after
many years of drudgery in Siberia, they were in-
formed that the plot where our prosenclis Ta-
mosius was buried was needed for someone else.
There had been a wooden memorial to mark his
grave, the old ones remembered, but over the
years it had rotted away, and since the family
was in Siberia there was no one to take care of it
or replace it. The family was told in true Soviet
fashion that they must pay to relocate the re-
mains of Tamo3ius. Having no money, and no
time to raise the necessary funds, they could not
comply. So instead of properly relocating Ta-
moSius’ coffin with even a pauper’s burial,
which any decent government would have done,
the local officials determined that the recently
deceased — who somehow needed my great-
grandfather’s gravesite more than he did — would
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be buried in the same plot a few feet beyond the
coffin of the original occupant. It was not my
great-grandfather’s headstone, but someone
else’s, on his grave.

It was this that Rata had told me only a cou-
ple days earlier, with help in translation from her
daughter Agné. This was why I had stayed
awake too long in the rollout bed in Gintas’
house in Alytus, tossing and turning, my anger
eventually turning to rage. 1 had half resolved to
find out who the person or persons were that
made such an uncivilized decision on behalf of
the glorious Soviet Republic, and be they Lithua-
nian or Russian, 1t was all the same. Surely such
undignified treatment of the dead would not oc-
cur in a free Lithuania; it would be entirely con-
trary to Lithuanian cultural sensibility. Maybe it
was Tamosius’ very status as a landowner,
church official, and government official in pre-
Soviet Lithuania that had invited this callous dis-
respect on the part of the local officials.

As I stood in front of Great-Grandpa’s place
of rest, I knew that if I wanted him to remain at
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peace, I should not be the cause of any further
trouble. If those responsible for the disrespect
shown toward his earthly remains are still living,
I should leave them, and the whole matter, alone.
I pictured his face as it appears in an old family
portrait: gazing out at the camera, calm and
strong, even stoic. He would want it this way —
he was a church official (I am now a minor
church official in our parish), a man of govern-
ment service (I am a Non-Commissioned Officer
in the U.S. Air Force), and a family man (Iam a
husband and father of two half-Lithuanian chil-
dren), and he would want me to be at peace and
to leave him in peace.

Instead, I am now in the process of securing a
Lithuanian passport, for which my relatives tell
me I do qualify on account of my grandfather be-
ing born in Lietuva. Possessing the passport will
aid me in future endeavors in erecting a proper
headstone for Tamosius Baubonis.

We breathed our final silent prayers, left the
candles flickering in place, and quietly left the
Miroslavas cemetery. 4

Tamosius Baubonis gravesite in Miroslavas, Alytus, Lithuania.

Photo: J. Boubonis
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From the Omaha — Siauliai Sister City Newsletter

Omaha. Nebraska

and Siauliai. Lithuania —
News frorm These Sister Cities!?

ometimes a little article brings forth great changes and adventures. Here's

news from Omaha, Nebraska and Siauliai, Lithuania — sister cities with a won-

derful future ahead of them. Below are excerpts from a letter from Larry Ueb-
ner, president of the Omaha Sister City Association, who explained how an idea

sparked an unforgettable endeavor.

I'm glad you received our Sister City Newsletter.
Thanks for your email.

You might like to know that the only way I
found out about the Auksuciai Foundation was thru
the June 1999 article in Bridges. Since then, the
Omaha Sister City Assn., whose Sister City is Si-
auliai, has been communicating with Vytautas Sliu-
pas, President of the Auksuciai Foundation. Vytau-
tas visited Omaha last August and we had a dinner
at my house with several of the Lithuanian mem-
bers of our Board of Directors. It was at that time
that the Omaha Sister City Assn. pledged the
$2.000 to Auksuciai. Iasked Vytautas if they
needed anything at Auksuciai and he said, "The
farm manager's house is almost completed, but we
do not have electricity. We really need a genera-
tor." So the Omaha Sister City Assn. helped "turn
on the lights" at Auksuciai. Auksuéiai is in Siauliai
province, so it only makes sense to couple our link
with Siauliai and Vytautas' efforts in the province.

An official delegation from Omaha, led by our
City Council President, Marc Kraft, visited Siauliai
in September 2000. I was able to visit Auksuciai
with the farm manager and his wife — Raigédas and
Elvina Karosas. The farmhouse is beautiful (a log
house built from the trees on the farm). Vytautas'
organization and efforts are truly amazing. He has
the support of a lot of people in California and I am
working to develop support for him in Nebraska
(after all, Lithuania is just about like Nebraska in
regards to our agricultural strengths).

Omabha is hosting Dr. Vincas Laurutis, Rector of
Siauliai University and the 35-member "Studium"
chorus from Siauliai University. They will have
several performances in Omaha and then embark

on a Midwest performance tour in Chardron, NE, a
tour to the Black Hills and Mt. Rushmore, and per-
formances in Denver and Colorado Springs. 1 will
be accompanying the group.

We have some great activity between Omaha
and Siauliai. Last year President Valdas Adamkus
hosted Dr. Rebecca Morris, Dept. of Business, Uni-
versity of Nebraska at Omaha, and her Executive
MBA students in Vilnius. Dr. Morris has been tak-
ing a group of Executive MBA students over to Si-
auliai every year for the past several years to do
research and business consultation with Siauliai
businesses. Some of the businesses have benefited
significantly from their consultations. President
Adamkus learned of this project and invited Dr.
Morris and her group to visit with him. It was an
honor for the President to recognize our efforts in
Siauliai.

Well, so much from Omaha. I think all you
really wanted to know was whether you could
quote from our Newsletter, but if you get me talk-
ing about Siauliai and the Omaha Sister City
Assn. — it's hard to stop.

Best Regards,
Lawrence F. Uebner
Chairman, Omabha Sister City Assn.

An Official Delegation Visits Siauliai

his past fall {2000], an official Omaha Sister

City Delegation visited two of our sister cit-
ies, Siauliai and Braunschweig. A core group of
eight visited both cities, including Sister City
Chairman Larry Uebner, Boardmember Sue
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Leuschen, City Council Chairman Marc Kraft and
his wife, Joanie, Don and Virginia Stuart, JoAnne
Woltkamp, and Audrey Hulsey with Pegasus
Travel. The delegation was joined for five days in
Siauliai by Boardmembers Nellie Sudaviéius Mac-
Callum, Donna Sulskis, Dalia Sudaviéius, and Jerry
and Irene Matz.

Upon arriving in Siauliai, the delegation was
treated to an evening of country music at Joné Pas-
togé with old friends. Councilman Kraft was able
to sit in a set and played drums with the Country
Crows band. The following morning, the group set
out for Klaipéda, a peninsula bordering the Baltic
Sea. The peninsula is reached by a ferry and fea-
tures a variety of wooden carvings of witches, for-
est creatures, and folk tales on Juodkranté’s
Ragany Kalnas (The Witches' Hill). At the resort
town of Nida, the group descended a 400-foot sand
dune, lunched on traditional herring and [barsciai —
cold beet soup], and dipped their toes in the very
cold Baltic Sea.

The following day, Siauliai Mayor, Vida Stasi-
tinaité, and members of the City Board hosted an
official reception at City Hall. Association Chair-
man Larry Uebner presented his speech in Lithua-
nian. The Mayor presented a large pair of tradi-
tional wooden shoes, as well as individual gifts, to
Chairman Larry Uebner and the Association.

The group also met with Bishop Eugenijus Bar-
tulis at the Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul and
toured its current renovations. The group then pro-
ceeded to our Sister University, Siauliai University,
for a tour and reception with Rector V. Laurutis,
deans. and staff. The afternoon was spent at
Kryziy Kalnas (Hill of the Crosses) and touring the
local brewery, Gubernija. The mayor hosted a for-
mal dinner and reception in the evening for the
delegation at Aronija. The event was covered by
the local paper and made front-page news!

The delegation's last day in Siauliai was spent
visiting local businesses, including Griceviiaus
Riita candy factory, Putoksnis bottle manufacturing
factory, a candle house factory, and a meeting with
the General Director of the Chamber of Commerce,
Dalia Barakauskas. A farewell party began with a
reception at Siauliai University's recently opened
American Center and concluded with a fun-filled
folk party hosted by the University and highlighted
by performances by the University's Choir and the
renown Saulé dance Troupe.
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Siauliai Bishop Bartulis Visits
St. Anthony's Lithuanian Parish

he Most Reverend Eugenijus Bartulis, Bishop

of the Diocese of Siauliai, Lithuania, toured
Lithuanian Catholic parishes throughout the United
States [during April 2000]. Bishop Bartulis visited
Omaha’s St. Anthony’s Lithuanian National Parish
from April 6™ to 9"

Bishop Bartulis’ Omaha tour included leading
Lenten retreats and a fundraising mission to sup-
port the newly created diocese of Siauliai in the
post-Soviet Lithuania. Bartulis also conducted
Lenten services for the Lithuanian-speaking parish-
ioners — many who were born in Lithuania and
emigrated here within the last 50 years.

In September, Bishop Bartulis greeted our offi-
cial Sister City delegation with open arms with a
private meeting and tour of the Cathedral of Saints
Peter and Paul in Siauliai. The Cathedral was un-
dergoing renovations and the installation of a new
heating/cooling system, which was made possible
through his fundraising efforts.

Aukswdiai Foundation Receives
Sister City Donation

Decently, the Omaha Sister City Association

contributed $2,000 to the Auksuéiai Founda-
tion. This foundation was established in January
1999. The purpose is to provide a farmer-to-farmer
and youth exchange programs between agricultural
and forest communities of Lithuania and the United
States.

The Foundation is in the process of establishing
research and demonstration plots and a learning
center at the Auksuciai Farm, on land leased in the
county of Siauliai. The farm’s main goal is to pro-
vide assistance to Lithuanian farmers to become
more self-sufficient and competitive in the newly
developing free market economy in Lithuania.

Association President Larry Uebner had been
discussing the farm project with Foundation Presi-
dent Vytautas Sliupas for several months. [During
fall 2000], our Association’s Board approved a do-
nation ear-marked to provide power and lights to
the complex. Additionally, Mr. Uebner and Nellie
MacCallum as part of the official Siauliai delega-
tion trip visited the farm in September 2000. The
Foundation graciously accepted the gift and is
moving forward on plans to bring power to the site.

2
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Regina LiSauskas
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Conmunmenoration

I San Diegro
A
n March 4™ 2001, the Lithuanian-

American Community of San Diego

organized a day of celebration com-

memorating both the original Feb-
ruary 16™ Independence Day of Lithuania, as
well as the tenth anniversary of the March 11"
Independence Day, when Lithuania again be-
came free and independent from the Soviet Un-
ion.

The celebration was held at the Oceanside
Senior Center, in Oceanside, just north of San
Diego. After the official presenting of the flags
and singing of both the American and Lithuanian
anthems, the president of the LAC, San Diego,
Algis Bacanskas introduced Father Michel
Gagnon O.F.M,, the pastor of San Luis Rey Mis-
sion, where we have Lithuanian Mass several
times a year, to say the invocation. He wel-
comed all the guests who had come, not only
from the San Diego area, but also from Orange
County. The pastor also introduced our U.S.
Congressman, Darrell Issa, who was very gener-
ous in coming to celebrate with us. In his brief
speech, the congressman emphasized the impor-
tance of freedom and how we should never take
it for granted. Later, Congressman Darrell Issa
was presented with an honorary Lithuanian sash
which is given to honor important guests.

The main guest speaker was Anthony
Mazeika from Mission Viejo, who talked about
how Lithuania became free again after the fall of
the Soviet Union on March 11, 1991. He

The JURA folk dance ensemble: Right to left: Inga Vaitulevici-
até, Saulius Vabalas, Giedré MilaSius, Saulius Lisauskas, and
Regina LiSauskas.

Photo: R. LiSauskas

stresses how important it is for Lithuania, as well
as the other two Baltic countries, Latvia and Es-
tonia, to join NATO. He further stated that
NATO is an American issue, and we should try
to get the support of our congressmen and sena-
tors to lobby the President to support these Baltic
countries for their quest to join NATO.

Mazeika quoted the Secretary of State Colin
Powell, in a statement prepared for the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, saying “our rela-
tions with Russia must not be dictated by any
fear on our part. If we believe that enlargement
of NATO should continue, for example, and we
do, we should not fear that Russia will object”.
Anthony called upon Congressman Issa to be
“our friend” and to help us achieve our goal —
becoming a member of NATO.

Following Anthony Mazeika, the president of
the Lithuanian-American Community, Western
Region, Angelé Nelsas, briefly talked about her
contacts with government officials who encour-
age her to go forward with the fight and persis-
tence of being accepted to NATO with, as she
says, “the passion” that we have in lieu of the
billions of dollars. Angelé sure has the passion.

REGINA LISAUSKAS is the secretary for the San Diego chapter of the Lithuanian-American Community, Inc.
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She has been working with government officials cally the audience did not hold back their ap-
for many years for Lithuania’s causes and is well plause for the group who were made up of danc-
known on Capitol Hill. ers of varied ages.

During the artistic program, a newly formed Following the program, everyone partook in
folkloric ensemble performed a song, “Noblemen the delicious potluck refreshments that have be-
Saddling Their Steeds”, with the following per- come a tradition in San Diego. Many had the op-
formers: Simona Valanciuté-Kausas on “kanklés”,  portunity to socialize with old friends as well as
Audroné Kazlauskas on “lumzdelis” and David meet new ones. The mood was so upbeat that
Pivoritinas playing the violin. They were enriched = when music was heard some took their favorite
by the voices of Rolandas Kausas, Violeta Pivori-  partners and started to dance. Young and old
tinas and Holly Churchill. Following the song, the  were seen waltzing merrily around the dance
trio played a piece called “Avietala” or the Little floor not wanting to leave.

Raspberry. The committee was very pleased with the

The newly formed men’s quartet took the stage  turnout despite of a threat of rain, which held off
and sang two songs entitled, “When I Rode”, and during the celebration. Everyone left with a
“Walking in the Woods”. Performers were: smile on their faces. We all believe that San
Saulius Lisauskas, Saulius Vabalas, Stasys Mi- Diego has the best weather and the most enthusi-
lasius, and Sariinas Landys. Milda Landys accom-  astic people who work hard to bring all the
panied them on the piano. Their songs received a  Lithuanian-Americans together and participate in

rowdy round of applause from the audience of cultural as well as social events. If you doubt

about 90 people. . that, please come and visit us and see for your-
Following the quartet, the ensemble “JURA” selves. Any questions or comments, you may

performed two folk dances, “Putinélis” (Little direct them to Regina LiSauskas — LAC San

Snowball Tree), and Quadrille “Rusnietis”. The Diego secretary at: 203 Chapalita Dr., Encinitas,
group is directed by Stasys MilaSius. Enthusiasti-  CA 92024 or email: Reginax@pacbell.net. 4

Participants at the San Diego Commemoration: In front row from left to right: Violeta Pivoridnas—program announcer;
David Pivorianas; Anthony Mazeika—main speaker; Saulius LiSauskas; Regina LiSauskas; Congressman Darrell Issa; An-
gelé Nelsas; and Algis Bacanskas with participants in the background.

Photo: R. Lisauskas
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Lithuanian Language Course

he 16th annual Lithuanian Language Course at

Camp Dainava, Manchester, Michigan, will
take place August 5™ to the 12®, 2001. This inten-
sive course, operating under the auspices of the
Educational Council of the Lithuanian American
Community, Inc., is designed for beginners, inter-
mediate, and advanced students, or those just wish-
ing to refresh their Lithuanian. Experienced in-
structors in vacation-like surroundings and atmos-
phere teach the course. There are no limitations
regarding age or formal education.

For more information or a registration form,
please contact Mr. Vytautas Jonaitis, 1546 Quarry
N. W, Grand Rapids, Ml 49504; phone 616-458-
6378; e-mail: vjonaitis@juno.com; or log onto:

http://www javlb.org/educat/mokytoju.html. ¢
— Vytautas Jonaitis

william p. "Bil1" Durbin
Ardent Supporter of Lithuanian Causes
Passes Away

.S. Senator Richard J. Durbin's brother, Wil-
liam "Bill" Durbin passed away on February
8" in Bethesda, Maryland at age 71 years.

Mr. Durbin supported the Jurbarkas children's
hospital in Jurbarkas, Lithuania since 1997. He
and his brother, Sen. Durbin, had visited his
mother's, Ann Kutkaité's, hometown of Jurbarkas,
Lithuania. Soon after the visit, Durbin's mother
passed away, and Bill decided to start the Ann Kut-
kaité-Durbin Memorial Fund to help his mother's
hometown's children's hospital. The Fund was suc-
cessful in renovating the hospital and providing ad-
ditional medical and bedding supplies.

In addition, Bill was very active in his support
of not only Lithuania, but also Latvia and Estonia.

Left in mourning are his wife, Lorraine Kalish,
nine sons, a daughter, twenty grandchildren, and
brothers Robert E. Durbin of Long Beach, Calif.,
and Sen. Richard J. Durbin. 4

TRIVIA QUIZ!
Who is the mother of Vytautas the Great?

A. Jadvyga
B. Biruté
C. Ona (answer on p. 26)

u T renxt
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A Lithuanian Rural Parish
in Need

r. Juozas Giedraitis, an honorary president of
the National Foundation, asked Lithuanian
Catholic Religious Aid (LCRA) to make the plight
of his native parish in Lithuania known. Rural par-

ishes in Lithuania are extremely poor and strug-
gling valiantly to repair their churches and begin
the process of spiritual and moral rebirth. Unfortu-
nately, they cannot do it on their own. Help must
come from the West.

LCRA has agreed to help in this most worthy
cause. Below is an excerpt from a letter written by
the parish council of VadZgiriai parish. On behalf
of the VadZgiris (near Jurbarkas, Lithuania) Catho-
lic Community we pray for your support of much
needed renovation work of our church.

The church was built 77 years ago and has never
undergone any type of renovation. Now it is in dire
need of repairs. The roof is leaking, the plaster
walls are cracke d and peeling, and the wood floor
is totally rotten. It is imperative to halt further de-
terioration of the building.

The church has become the one single positive
force in this rural area serving as a center not only
for religious activities but other [activities] as well.
In Vadzgiris and the surrounding area there are
many young families that now actively support and
participate in parish life. Due to the current ex-
tremely difficult economic situation in Lithuania,
the parish community is unable to fully fund the
various projects needed for total restoration and re-
construction of the church in Vadzgiris. The parish
is in dire need of financial help and humbly asks
for your understanding and financial support.

If you would like to help this worthwhile pro-
ject, please send your donation to: Lithuanian
Catholic Religious Aid, 351 Highland Blvd.,
Brooklyn, NY 11207 with a note that it is desig-
nated for Vadzgiris. You will receive a receipt for
your tax-exempt donation.

Signed: Rev. Alvydas Ciiiras — Pastoral Council
President: Gintaras Stoskus and Egidijus

Giedraitis — members of the Council. 4
—Vida Jankauskas is the administrator for

Lithuanian Catholic Religious Aid.
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A Publication That Really Talks!

Lithuania has a population of around 3.7 people.
How can a small country like that defend itself
against large nations of 100 million and 200 million?
Does Lithuania have to join NATO? Why is Lithua-
nia now searching for security and identity? Why is
Estonia less corrupt than Lithuania? Why could
homo sovieticus evolve in Lithuania? Why did Ser-
get Kovalev say, he was sorry? How many Lithua-
nian martyrs did the Pope honour on May 7 last year?
Should there be more? Who has introduced ISO 9000
standards into Lithuania? And what did Janina De-
gutyté think of when she drank red wine?

Answers to all these questions, and lots more, are
in the most recent issue of LITHUANIAN PAPERS,
No. 14.

Lithuania must become better known in the world.
Lithuania must seek new friends everywhere. Lithua-
nia must mnfluence the public opinion in its favour.
The annual journal LITHUANIAN PAPERS has
been doing this work over the past 14 years. Have
you seen this 72-page journal? LITHUANIAN PA-
PERS is published every year in English by the
Lithuanian Studies Society at the University of Tas-
mania. LITHUANIAN PAPERS now has subscrib-

ers in 29 foreign countries, and over 100 international
writers have so far contributed articles to it.

YOU can help, by asking your local library to sub-
scribe to LITHUANIAN PAPERS. YOU can help,
by passing your copy of LITHUANIAN PAPERS on
to your teacher, professor, English-speaking neighbor,
journalist and any one else who would benefit from
reading it. YOU can help, by giving LITHUANIAN
PAPERS as a birthday present, or a Christmas gift or
as a present on any other occasion to your family,
relatives, and friends.

If you HAVE seen this journal, please make 1t
known to others, and send a donation.

If you have NOT yet seen this journal, please
hurry up and e-mail your order and postal address to-
day to A Taskunas(@utas.edu.au. or write to Al Tas-
kunas, Post Office Box 777, Sandy Bay, Tasmania,
7006, Australia.

All issues up to 1997 have been sold out already,
and only a few copies are still available for 1998,
1999, and 2000. Price is $8 per copy (in US or Aus-
tralian currency), includes airmail postage and may be

paid after receipt of the journal. @ 3
— Al Taskunas (Editor, Lithuanian Papers).

Answer to Trivia Quiz!

Birulc’ (14" century) was the wife of Prince Kestu-
tis, mother of Vytautas the Great. Historical
sources say she belonged to a family of Samogitian
magnates. According to ancient tradition, Biruté,
born near Palanga on the Baltic seacoast, was a priest-
ess (vaidiluté) who guarded the sacred fire of an altar
in Palanga.

It was recorded in the Lithuanian chronicle of By-
chowiec as follows:
“Kestutis, ruling in Trakai and Samogitia, heard of a
maiden of Palanga named Biruté, who according to
the pagan custom, had promised the gods to preserve
her chastity and was herself honored as a goddess.
Kestutis himself went there, and he was pleased with
Biruté because she was beautiful and wise. He asked
her to be his wife, but she did not wish to consent and
she answered that she promised the gods to remain
chaste until the end of her days. Kestutis took her by
force and with great respect accompanied her to Tra-
kai, his capital. He invited his brothers, held a large
wedding feast and took Biruté for his wife”.

The Lurdas: At the foot of Biruté’s Hill, that is
located in Palanga, there is a grotto that Count TiSke-
vi¢ius” wife Antanina had built called “The Lurdas™.

Originally, a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary used
to stand in a niche of the Lurdas.

During the revival of the Lithuanian nation, Vilius
Orvydas donated a stone sculpture of his version of
the Virgin Mary (see photo) that stands in the Lurdas
to this day. It looks like a melted ice sculpture. |
wonder what happened to the original statue of the
Virgi 3

e — Ed Shakalis

And photo by william Shakalis
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How can

your everyday
shopping benefit The
Lithuanian-American
Community, Inc.?

iGive.com-

Change online shopping for good.

Most of us feel guilty when we shop. We buy a new raincoat because we like the
color, and then it never rains. We spend too much money on shoes or a new computer,
and end up feeling bad. At www.iGive.com/LACINC, you can buy the items you've
always wanted— like that CD box set, expensive cologne, or the oversized, coffee-table
photography book you’ve had your eyes on, only without the guilt.

Turn your "selfish" acts into generosity by becoming a member of
www.iGive.com/LACINC. It’s FREE, no invisible costs or tricky obligations. Shop
for everyday items at the over 230 stores at the Mall at iGive.com, like Barnes and
Noble, CDNow, Lands' End and Pets.com. Up to 15% or more of each purchase is
donated to The Lithuanian-American Community Inc.

Who hasn't uttered the words, "I wish there was something I could do to help"? Now

you can. Start shopping! Join NOW at www.iGive.com/LACINC

© iGive.com, inc
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iGive.com
Pets.com
http://www.iGive.com/LACINC
1G1ve.com

s BLp(LK)1195

~/ 2001,155.3

RIDGES e

POSTAGE
e LITHUANIAN AMERICAN NEWS JOURNAL ®

Volume 25 Issue 3, April 2001

Subscriptions:

1927 West Blvd.
Racine, Wl 53403

Vitalis J Lembertas Aug-2001

716 23rd St
Santa Monica,CA. s%-s 132
qoM0 2

———————————— eSS S £



	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0001
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0002
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0003
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0004
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0005
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0006
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0007
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0008
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0009
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0010
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0011
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0012
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0013
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0014
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0015
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0016
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0017
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0018
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0019
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0020
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0021
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0022
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0023
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0024
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0025
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0026
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0027
	2001-nr03-BRIDGES-0028

