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It was very interesting to read Lithuania's President Valdas 
Adamkus' remarks concerning his recent five-day visit to New 
York. In fact it was what he said upon arriving in Vilnius that 
elicited the double-take and knowing smile that did it. He had 
stated that he was "particularly pleased and surprised to see 
how much attention was shown to Lithuania in New York."

Now why would this affect me in any way except by react­
ing, "Finally!". I suppose it has to do with the historical sig­
nificance of 'ethnic identification' in the United States. During 
the Cold War, not only was Lithuania "buried" by information 
nondisclosure, it did not exist as a known ethnic group in most 
social circles.

During most occasions when I stated I was Lithuanian, the 
following popular responses were heard;

"Is that a religion ora cult?"

"Is that 'Lewthuranian' or 'Lewthuwaynian'?"

"Oh yeah, you guys are somewhere in Asia, right?"

My sixth grade teacher went as far as convincing me for 
that whole school year that my name was Rosa, not Rasa — 
implying that I was perpetually misspelling my name. She al­
most had me convinced.

One day in May, she asked to speak to me in private. She 
held in her hands my personal school file. This wise teacher 
looked at me and said, 'Never, and I mean never, allow some­
one else to tell you who you are, no matter who that person 
thinks he or she is. You are Rasa Ardys, not Rosa."

Naturally, I was stunned and speechless. She finally got it, 
in a weird way. But so did I. From that day on I correct peo­
ple when they mispronounce my name. I also give them a 
mini-geography lesson when 'Lithuania' leaves them con­
fused.

Lithuania's Pres. Adamkus had every right to be pleased 
with New York's response. In fact, New York's behavior may 
have improved my opinion about the fair city.

Editor
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The Environment Still Remains 
Lithuania's Focus

"A Lithuanian farmer's crops and livestock were an integral part of 
his life. They were treated with respect, love, and dedication. They 
were not merely things to be used to assuage hunger and cover the 

body. For the Lithuanian, the soil and everything that grew, 
propagated, and lived in it was an inseparable part of his soul.'

This excerpt from Lithuqniqn Customs qncj Tradi­
tions by Danute Brazyte Bindokiene underlines 

why Lithuanians, as Lithuanian President Valdas 
Adamkus, focus on the environment as a 

chief concern.
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Source: EL TA News Agency

Lithuania's President 
Visits New York

■■T was particularly pleased and sur- 
■■prised to see how much attention 

was shown to Lithuania in New York," were 
President Valdas Adamkus' remarks upon arriv­
ing home to Vilnius after his five-day visit to 
New York. The Lithuanian President visited 
the United Nations, colleagues from other 
countries, American businesses, and the Jewish 
community from September 19th to the 24th.

Pres. Valdas Adamkus addressed the par­
ticipants of the United Nations General Assem­
bly's 53rd session on Tuesday, Sept. 22nd. He 
expressed concern about the worsening eco­
logical status in the world, and urged the UN to 
pay more heed to tackling these issues.

"Today we all face the challenges of the 
contemporary world, which have been caused 
by rapidly developing technologies and negli­
gent human activities. These challenges, al­
though not as evident as open military conflicts, 
are no less threatening. A devastated and dete­
riorating environment may cause conflicts of a 
scale unknown before," Adamkus said.

Once an American environmental expert, the 
Lithuanian leader insisted that ecology should 
top the agenda for the United Nations. 
"Lithuania will support every initiative to pre­
serve and conserve natural resources," he said.

Pres. Adamkus signed onto the Kyoto pro­

tocol of the UN General Convention on climate 
changes aimed to temper emission of gas caus­
ing the so-called greenhouse effect. He also 
hailed a recent signing of the PIC Convention 
on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for 
Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in 
International Trade, hailing it as "a remarkable 
example of prospective activities of the United 
Nations system."

He continued with the assertion that each 
human being was entitled to live in a clean and 
healthy environment, reminding the audience of 
the 50th anniversary of Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights adopted by the UN General 
Assembly. The president pointed to the sphere 
of human rights as craving wider attention. 
"We likewise welcome the ongoing institutional 
reforms of human rights protection and propose 
to employ, with greater effectiveness, the ex­
perience and intellectual potential of such re­
gional bodies as the Council of Europe and the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe."

Adamkus greeted the passage of the regula­
tions of International Criminal Court, and 
measures taken to curb international crime and 
terrorism as a great accomplishment. He also 
voiced criticism of nuclear tests seen in India 
and Pakistan.
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The Lithuanian leader spoke indirectly for 
admission of Germany and Japan in the UN Se­
curity Council; saying he stood for increasing 
Council member numbers.

Regarding Lithuania's desire for NATO 
membership, Adamkus stated, "The security of 
the individual will be best ensured, if the state 
he lives in is secure. Good neighborly relations 
and close regional co-operation are prerequisite 
conditions of peaceful coexistence of nations to 
which all the peoples of the world aspire." He 
added that Lithuanian security would be en­
sured by entry to NATO.

Pres. Adamkus also met with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton confirming plans to meet on Octo­
ber 19th for a discussion of issues pertinent to 
both countries. When an Ameri­
can reporter asked Adamkus to 
comment on the White House 
sex-and-peijury scandal, he re­
plied that the international com­
munity was satisfied with 
Clinton, adding that a distinction 
should be drawn between his 
policies and his private life.

During this New York stay, 
the Lithuanian president also met 
with Japanese Premier Keizo 
Obuchi to discuss Lithuania's de­
cision to set up its embassy in 
Tokyo. Needed funds for this 
project will be earmarked in next 
year's budget. Obuchi remarked 
that the Lithuanian diplomatic 
mission would add up to enhanc­
ing bilateral political, economic, 
and cultural ties.

During a meeting with man­
agers of Lehmans Brothers, an investment com­
pany, the managers praised Lithuania for the 
headway made to stabilize the financial market. 
They sounded very positive about the 1998 fig­
ures and the promising forecast for 1999. In 
the context of the world market, Lehmans por­
trayed Lithuania as having a stable currency 
and pursuing a strict monetary policy. This 

would help Lithuania dodge the after-effects of 
the Russian crisis.

Following an interview with members of the 
American Jewish Committee, the president had 
lunch with representatives of the J.P. Morgan 
investment company. They had acquired 
Lithuanian Eurobonds worth 200 million litas 
($50 million U.S. dollars). Following this 
meeting, Adamkus went to Wall Street, New 
York's Stock Exchange, where he was given a 
tour of the hall and handed a sculpture repre­
senting the symbols of the exchange - a bull 
and bear. At 4:00 p.m., Adamkus rang the bell 
announcing a closed trade session.

Overall, President Adamkus expressed that 
he was very satisfied with the meetings he had, 

"Good neighborly relations 

and close regional co­

operation are prerequisite 

conditions of peaceful 

coexistence of nations to 

which all peoples 

of the world aspire.”
— Lithuania's President Valdas Adamkus

and felt that this will facilitate co-operation 
with businesses and open up opportunities to 
draw investments.

Mrs. Alma Adamkienė did not accompany 
her husband back to Vilnius. She headed from 
New York to Chicago, where she stayed to 
nurse her 92 year-old mother. 4
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Zbigniew Brzezinski

NATO:
The Dilemmas of Expansion

T
he fiftieth anniversary of NATO, which 

falls next April, will mark the conclu­
sion of the first enlargement of the Alliance un­

dertaken since the peaceful end of the Cold 
War. It is also certain to give rise to a new de­
bate as to whether the Alliance should continue 
to expand It is therefore not too early to pon­
der the several ramifications of that issue. They 
involve such broad geostrategic matters as the 
nature of the long-term relationship of Ameri­
can to Europe, the proper scope of the Euroat- 
lantic alliance, its connection to the outgoing 
expansion of the European Union, the relation­
ship of Russia to the expanded Euroatlantic and 
European structures - as well as the more im­
mediate policy choices that may need to be 
made regarding the specific timing of any fur­
ther expansion, its geographical direction, and 
its depth

In brief, whether, and if so, why, when, 
where, and how much next to expand, and 
eventually where to stop, are the questions that 
need to be addressed and aired.

Europe is Unfinished Business

The basic lesson of the last five decades is 
that European security is the basis for Euro­
pean reconciliation. Without NATO, France 
would not have felt secure enough to reconcile 
with Germany, and both France and Britain 

would have even more actively opposed Ger­
many’s reunification. It is enough to recall here 
the last-ditch maneuvers by both Thatcher and 
Mitterand to delay (and thus prevent) the reuni­
fication of Germany in order to appreciate the 
extent to which NATO has helped pacify the 
persisting European fears of a powerful and po­
tentially dominant Germany, its good demo­
cratic and European postwar record notwith­
standing.

Moreover, without NATO, it is most un­
likely - for the same reasons - that the EC and 
now the EU would have ever come into being. 
Similarly, the ongoing reconciliation between 
Germany and Poland would not have been pos­
sible without the American presence in Ger­
many and the related sense of security that Po­
land's prospective membership in NATO has 
fostered into Poland The same is true of the 
Czech Republic and Germany, Hungary and 
Romania, Romania and Ukraine; and the desire 
to get into NATO is also having a similar influ­
ence on Slovenia's attitude toward Italy and 
Lithuania's toward Poland.

In the foreseeable future, the evolving rec­
onciliation between Poland and Russia is also 
likely to become more marked. The Poles, 
once in NATO, will fear less that a fraternal 
embrace by their more powerful neighbor will 
become again a stifling yoke. And once the 
Russians realize that Central Europe is no

ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI, former national security advisor to the president of the United States, is the author of The Grand 
Chessboard: American Primacy and its Geostrategic Imperatives (1997). This article first appeared in The National Interest, Fall 
1998. Permission was granted to reprint this article.
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longer a geopolitical vacuum, their definition of 
their sphere of influence will become less ambi­
tious. Given the fact that all of Russia's west­
ern neighbors - rightly or wrongly - fear its as­
pirations, greater regional security thus will be 
to the benefit of all of Europe, Russia included.

This point - that security breeds reconcilia­
tion - deserves reiteration, given the recent de­
bates over NATO's expansion. Even a cursory 
review of the arguments made by the principal 
opponents of that expansion indicates how dra­
matically wrong have been their diagnoses. In 
fact, it would be positively unkind to list serially 
and identify all the apocalyptic predictions 
made by various scholars, ex-ambassadors, and 
editorialists regarding Russia's likely behavior 
in the wake of NATO's expansion. They simply 
failed to draw the most elementary lessons from 
Europe's recent history.

Moreover, the construction and expansion 
both of the EU and of NATO are clearly long­
term historical processes that are still far from 
finished. Even at this stage it may be premature 
to draw a demarcating line - and perhaps it 
should never be drawn with any degree of final­
ity, given the contingent nature of historical 
processes - it is certainly evident that neither 
the EU nor NATO can be viewed as having 
reached its ultimate limits. Both institutions are 
committed publicly to further expansion, and 
even a glance at a map indicates why their pres­
ent scope cannot be considered as final.

The expansion of the EU and of NATO are 
also mutually reinforcing processes. Each 
tends to facilitate the other, and the overlap be­
tween the two creates also the reality of greater 
political interdependence. That enhances the 
sense of shared security and even further binds 
Europe and America together. The two proc­
esses also leapfrog each other. At any point in 
time, expansion of each one may be ahead of 
the other. Poland will be in NATO before it is 
in the EU. Estonia is likely to be in the EU be­
fore it is in NATO. But the overlap between 
most of the EU and most of NATO creates a 
sense of common geopolitical space that collec­

tively reassures all involved in the two frame­
works.

For NATO, however, the commitment to 
expansion does raise the more specific and fun­
damental question of the degree to which the 
organization should remain primarily an inte­
grated political-military alliance and to what de­
gree it should evolve into a regional security 
system. In the former case, collective defense 
has to be the central concern; in the latter, more 
emphasis can be assigned to peacekeeping. 
Again, in the former case, additional members 
should be judged primarily by the degree to 
which they may enhance the Alliance's political­
military potential; in the latter, by the extent to 
which they increase the scope of political stabil­
ity. The former argues for greater selectivity in 
admission; the latter for less discrimination.

Ultimately, neither formula can be seen as 
iron-clad, and expansion cannot be guided me­
chanically by either criterion. Nonetheless, the 
distinction should be kept in mind, in order to 
make certain that any additional expansion does 
contribute tangibly to collective security, and 
that it does not produce a watered-down 
NATO that gradually loses its political-military 
cohesion and its capacity for united and effec­
tive action. Concern for the preservation of the 
primacy of collective defense should also 
guide - and restrain any excessive enthusiasm 
in codifying - the formulation of NATO's new 
strategic doctrine and the assumption by NATO 
of new "out-of-area" roles and mission. By 
seeking to take on too much, one could run the 
risk of undermining the magnetic core of the 
Alliance.

Hence, gradual and measured expansion - 
one that provides time for the integration of 
new members, one that carefully meets the ob­
jective criteria of membership, and one that is 
derived from the subjectively voluntary desire 
of a given nation to join - is both desirable and 
even necessary. Halting the process would be 
arbitrary, demoralizing for those left out, and 
pernicious to Europe's security. A significant 
gap between the eventual scope of the EU and
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of NATO could create tensions in the Ameri­
can-European connection, breed misunder­
standings, and perhaps in some cases even 
tempt external challenges. A proclaimed or 
even de facto halt in NATO's expansion would 
also be a denial of everything that has been af­
firmed by all the top NATO leaders. It would 
thus fundamentally damage Euroatlantic credi­
bility while perhaps unintentionally signaling 
that what is beyond NATO may be up for 
grabs.

When, Where, and How Much?

The three new members - Poland, the 
Czech Republic, and Hungary - will be admit­
ted early in 1999, either before or during the 
alliance's fiftieth anniversary. At that point, 
some overt confirmation of the Alliance's oft- 
stated commitment to a continuing process 
("open door policy") will be necessary, lest the 
impression be created that the first enlargement 
has been the last. One can anticipate that Rus­
sia will pursue that objective and might even 
condition President Yeltsin's attendance at the 
Washington fete - presumably much desired by 
the Clinton administration and justified by the 
existence of the NATO-Russia Council - on a 
promise that the issue of enlargement be ig­
nored or muted, and that formal enlargement 
not even take place on that occasion.

Yet silence and inaction on the issue could 
prove as counterproductive as excessive em­
phasis on immediate and substantial follow-on 
enlargement. The Alliance is hardly ready to 
take on promptly a large second wave of mem­
bers. It must absorb the newly admitted mem­
bers, while Russia must accustom itself to the 
non-threatening reality of a gradually expanding 
alliance. That will require several years, and it 
is no betrayal to acknowledge this reality. But 
silence or only a token enlargement limited to a 
single geopolitically insignificant and thus non- 
controversial new candidate would be tanta­

mount to a message that further expansion has 
been relegated to ad calendas grecas. For rea­
sons already stated, such a price should not be 
paid, even for a spectacular American-Russian 
public relations success at the 1999 NATO 
summit.

Accordingly, given these conflicting consid­
erations, the best course of action should in­
volve coupling a ceremonious welcome to the 
new members in April with a collective state­
ment that the foreign and defense ministers of 
the Alliance are being charged with the task of 
identifying at a December 1999 ministerial the 
next potential candidates for membership. Ne­
gotiations with these candidates regarding the 
matter could subsequently begin, pointing per­
haps to eventual admission a year or so later, 
depending on their respective states of readi­
ness. This would give everyone concerned time 
to learn that gradual expansion enhances Euro­
pean reconciliation, while avoiding an ego con­
test at the April 1999 summit among the heads 
of state regarding the selection of any new can­
didates.

The foregoing would thus reconfirm that ex­
pansion is a continuing historical process, re­
lated to the construction of a new Europe and 
the progressive redefinition of the scope and 
role of the Euroatlantic alliance. But doing so 
would necessitate also making a prudent choice 
regarding the direction and the depth of the 
second wave of enlargement. Expansion to the 
southeast of Europe would pose fewer prob­
lems with Russia, and probably hardly any if it 
were limited to Slovenia; expansion to the 
northeast, namely the Baltic states, would in­
volve a wide crossing of Russia's declared "red 
line" and thus reignite the controversies that 
took place during the first enlargement. The 
southeast involves an area of greater instability 
but lesser external threat; the opposite is the 
case with the northeast. What follows from 
that fact in so far as NATO's interests are in­
volved?

It has already been noted that expansion 
confined to only one and very non-
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controversial state would be more an act of 
evasion than of fidelity to oft-stated commit­
ments. Yet selecting several states in one di­
rection only could also prompt complications. 
To pick the Baltic states in one bite would be, 
indeed, to invite a quarrel with Russia that 
could be divisive both for Europe and for the 
Alliance itself. Yet to go deep exclusively in the 
southeast direction runs the risk, not only of 
selecting candidates who might not be quite 
ready for membership and thus actually weak­
ening the Alliance's cohesion, but also of legiti­
mating through the passage of time Russia's 
unilaterally drawn "red line."

Perhaps the best choice would be to remain 
faithful to three principles: first, that only quali­
fied candidates who truly desire and are ready 
for membership should be considered; second, 

that in keeping with the solemn declaration of 
Madrid, no qualified European state can be ex­
cluded by Moscow's unilateral "red line"; and 
third, that there are no automatic linkages or 
clusters of states that have to be admitted to­
gether, either in the southeast or the northeast. 
Just as the EU did not hesitate to select Estonia 
ahead of the other Baltic states, so NATO 
should not feel compelled to consider states in 
some special clusters.

Accordingly, it might be appropriate and 
constructive to examine the possibility of a lim­
ited expansion both to the southeast and to the 
northeast, involving no more than two or so 
states, depending on the degree to which they 
satisfy respectively the criteria of membership, 
and demonstrating thereby - but on a prudent 
basis - that no democratic state of Europe can

----------- the border of the old Soviet Union (the “red line”)
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be arbitrarily blackballed by a non-member 
from participation in the Euroatlantic alliance.

At the present time, in the southeast, Slove­
nia and perhaps also Romania seem to be most 
advanced in their preparation; and in the north­
east that is the case with Lithuania. A decision 
in favor of Slovenia and Lithuania would have 
the advantage of enhancing the Alliance's geo­
graphical cohesion (and of establishing a direct 
land connection with Hungary), and both Italy 
and Denmark would be especially gratified. In 
the event that Lithuania were to be the north­
eastern choice, and given Estonia's advanced 
status in negotiations with the EU, it might also 
be wise to make concurrent efforts to facilitate 
Latvia's entrance into the WTO and to open a 
NATO information office in Riga (such offices 
exist in Moscow and Kyiv), in order to reassure 
Latvia that it was not being permanently left be­
hind the "red line."

The Issue of Russia

A properly paced process of enlargement 
should be one that neither over-stretches the 
Alliance's cohesion and capabilities nor unnec­
essarily delays Russia's liberation from its impe­
rial nostalgia. Hence, Russia cannot, and 
should not, be excluded from the process of 
constructing a larger Europe securely embraced 
by the Euroatlantic alliance. But Russia cannot 
be allowed to exercise a veto on the free choice 
of individual European states and, even worse, 
to justify doing so on the basis that some of 
them had formerly been part of the Soviet Un­
ion. To the Baltic states, the additional fact 
that Russia still formally insists that they had in 
1940 joined the Soviet Union voluntarily only 
adds insult to insecurity.

However, the process of expansion must be 
pursued in a fashion that gives Russia time to 
digest the new realities and to learn from them 
that enhanced security breeds more genuine 
reconciliation. That process has already started 
in Russian-Polish relations It is important the 
it be matched by reconciliation with the Baltic 

states and also with Ukraine. At some point, 
Ukraine too might opt for a closer link with 
NATO, and NATO certainly cannot a prior ex­
clude Ukraine simply because Moscow might 
disapprove. Moreover, Russia, if it is to be a 
truly European national state and not a nostal­
gic craver of empire, must accept the fact that 
democratic European states do wish to coa­
lesce in a joint security framework with Amer­
ica, and that sovereign right cannot be denied 
them Lines drawn on the basis of the old Sta­
linist empire can only serve to separate Russia 
from Europe

By the same token, Russia cannot be asked 
to accept expansion of NATO if it is at the 
same time seen as excluded forever from a 
deepening association with it. The creation of 
the Joint NATO-Russian Council is a good be­
ginning in forging a new relationship, and that 
step too should be viewed as a continuing and 
evolving process. If President Yeltsin were to 
attend the Washington NATO summit, he 
should hear there not only a reaffirmation of 
NATO's commitment to growth - in keeping 
with the voluntary desire of democratic Euro­
pean nations - but also a more explicit affirma­
tion of the principle that, in tandem with the ex­
pansion of Europe, NATO's doors will remain 
open to all European states - Russia included - 
that subjectively desire membership and objec­
tively meet the requirements of that member­
ship.

In politics, one should never use the words 
"never" or "end". One simply does not know 
where Europe will "end", say, fifty years from 
now, and hence one cannot also postulate that 
Russia should "never" be considered for mem­
bership. No one ever dreamed a hundred years 
ago of a Euroatlantic community and no one 
can stipulate categorically what that community 
of values and interests will encompass a century 
from now. The key issue is to keep the histori­
cal process of growth open, to sustain it with 
prudence and deliberation, and to be clear­
headed about the shared values it implies. ♦
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From UTEXPO

UTEXPO
Exhibition Center
Highlights
the Best Lithuanian 
Products

W
hat better place to see what Lithua­

nia's manufacturers and industries 
produce each year for its own consumption and 

for export than at an exhibition center — 
LITEXPO, suitably located at the geographical 
center of Europe in Vilnius, Lithuania.

LITEXPO produces more than 30 exhibi­
tions a year, 25 of which are international in 
scope. These exhibit shows not only highlight 
consumer and industrial products, and service 
businesses, but also stimulate economic growth 
for the country.

More than 300,000 people visit the over 
2,000 exhibitors in the course of the 150 trade 
days per year. The hall, one of the largest cen­
ters in the Baltics, offers about 70,000 square 
feet of space with conference facilities, a busi­
ness service center, and refreshment and park­
ing areas.

In addition to trade shows at the center, this 
enterprising group also coordinates Lithuanian 
companies for appearances in exhibitions 
throughout Europe. Its management is located 
at LITEXPO, Laisvės Ave. 5, 2600 Vilnius, 
Lithuania. ♦

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

STATYBA - BUILDING '98
October 6 to 9

Autumn exhibition of construction and 
building technologies.

INFOBALT *98
October 90 to 93

Exhibition of computers and 
telecommunications.

Jūsų NAMAI - HOUSEHOLD ’98
November 5 to 9

International exhibition of household, fur 
niture, interior accessories, and garden 
tools.

LIETUVIŠKI BALDAI -
LITHUANIAN FURNITURE '98
November 19 to 99

s
Ž

Specialized exhibition of 
furniture and interior 
accessories.
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APSAUGA - SECURITY *98
December B to 5

Exhibition of security and safety 
systems.

ŽIEMOS PUOKŠTE -
WINTER BOUQUET
December ! I to IF

Competition of florists.

LITHUANIAN FURNITURE IN KOLN
January ID to B5

Exposition of Lithuanian companies at 
international furniture trade fair in Koln.

LITHUANIAN COMPANIES IN 
FRANKFURT
February IF to IB

Exposition of Lithuanian companies at 
international trade fair in Frankfurt

PELENĖ - CINDERELLA
February ID to BB

A Exhibition of cosmetics,
|i|U||^w perfumery, hairdresser's
mTvw equipment and fashion
pele n c accessories.

Medical Exhibition

Darners Attention

round thirty thousand specialists and visi- 
tors came to see the 6th International Medical 
Exhibition, titled "Baltmedica/Baltfarma/ 
Baltlabor/Baltent/Baltoptik," in Litexpo from 
September 22nd to the 25th.

It featured the products of 896 manufactur­
ers who demonstrated innovations in the fields 
of medical and laboratory equipment, phar­
macy, stomatology, optics, and dentistry. Ger- 
man-made items dominated the exhibition with 
205 firms from Germany. One hundred and 
eighty companies represented Lithuania.

The Litexpo Center press service told 
ELTA that such traditional exhibitions were re­
garded as the most prestigious demonstrations 
of the latest medical equipment and information 
in the Baltic states They came to be highly 
popular due to the seminars held for doctors.

This year, the exhibition organized a round- 
table discussion for medical workers and indus­
trialists who concluded that medical supplies 
produced in Lithuania were not inferior to 
those made abroad. However, a cumbersome, 
production-discouraging tax system boosted 
their price.

Local manufacturers complained about be­
ing neglected. They also stated that they 
needed a more favorable environment for sell­
ing their equipment and other articles as prior­
ity goods through tenders.

Organizers said the exhibition smoothed the 
way to numerous new contacts. ♦

— Source: The ELTA News Agency
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Jeanne Dorr

A doowrevSipe
(know many BRIDGES read­

ers visited Lithuania this 
summer, some for the first time. I 
met people in the Vilnius Airport 
who were delighted with their first 
trip to Lithuania and couldn't wait 
to return again. I was thrilled to 
hear of their adventures. But 
Lithuania is not just Vilnius, Kau­
nas and the Baltic Sea. It is not 
only castles, churches, and song 
festivals.

There is another Lithuania; one 
where the tourist buses won't take 
you. It is the Lithuania of the 
small villages, the Lithuania of the 
friendliest and warmest people you 
will ever meet. It is also the 
Lithuania of the greatest poverty - 
the destination of my first trip 
sponsored by Countryside Chil­
dren.

It was a typical day weather- 
wise - dreary and raining. Two 
vans left Vilnius around 8 a m. 
bound for Charity Day in Varniai 
in the region of Telšiai. One van 
was filled to the brim with bags of 
clothing and other necessary items. 
The other was filled with people. 
Both vans were being driven by 
those who had volunteered their 
vacation days without compensa­
tion.

In our van was Regina Švoba, 
director of Countryside Children; 
Teresė Landsbergis, member of

ViSir
the Lithuanian Orphan Care Com­
mittee and the Lithuanian Scouts 
residing in Maryland; Gintarė 
Ivaška, member of the Knights of 
Lithuania in Bridgeport, Connecti­
cut; and Bernardas Šaknys, corre­
spondent for Valstiečių Laikraštis 
(the newspaper which sponsors 
Countryside Children's Fund). Two 
other members of the Fund, Danutė 
and Irena, also joined us on this 
trip.

As you can well imagine, we had 
a full van. Every inch of extra 
space was crammed with packages 
to be given to the families. Now I 
know how a sardine in a can must 
feel. Despite the sweater weather, 
the rain, and the cramped quarters, 
the mood was high because we were 
all doing what we enjoyed most - 
we were visiting Lithuania's chil­
dren. It was a long trip, about three 
and a half hours. But I wish I could 
have taken each and every one of 
you with me in that van.

The fields looked like they were 
carpeted with plush yellow wall to 
wall carpeting. Further along the 

way the carpeting turned from yel­
low to white; the yellow flowers 
were replaced by white daisies. 
Scattered throughout the fields 
were windmills and haystacks. 
Along the way, we passed people 
working in the fields, and many 
horse-drawn wagons filled with 
hay. Sounds idyllic, doesn't it? 
Keep in mind we are about to enter 
the 21s* century, and still most of 
the countryside lacks indoor 
plumbing.

At the Varniai local town hall, 
we were met by the social workers. 
They invited 31 families to partici­
pate in the Charity Day. The 
usual number of families is 25, but 
this is a very poor area of Lithua­
nia. The soil is not suitable for 
farming, and there are very few 
jobs.

Before we left for Vilnius, 
Countryside Children prepared 
huge bags according to the ages of 
each family member. These par­
ticular bags were filled with cloth­
ing and shoes from a recent ship­
ment donated by the parishioners

JEANNE Dorr is a member of the Board of Directors of Lithuanian Orphan Care, a branch of the Human Services Council of the 
Lithuanian-American Community, Inc.
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of St. Andrew's Parish in Philadel­
phia and the Lithuanian Scouts in 
the Washington D C. area. For 
Teresė and me, it was a special 
moment to see our local charity 
put to such good use.

The first speaker was Regina 
who defined the program to the 
assembled people. She praised 
Lithuanian Orphan Care, and ex­
plained that without the charity of 
strangers across the ocean there 
would be no help for them. We 
were not there to give them a 
handout, we were there to give 
them a helping hand. They in turn 
were obligated to help their neigh­
bors when they could stand on 
their own two feet. We were not 
there to give them a fish; our goal 
was to teach them to fish for them­
selves. As simple as this may 
sound, it has to be repeated over 
and over to people in Lithuania. 
The spirit of helping one another 
was destroyed by communism. 
They grew up with the idea of 
"trust no one", "take of yourself, 
and "don't worry about anyone 
else".

Regina instructed the women 
that they must take care of the 
clothes they would be given; they 
must wash them and hang them 
up. All listened solemnly nodding 
their heads in agreement. As I 
continued to look around the room, 
1 never ceased to be amazed at the 
behavior of the country children. 
There was no squirming, whining, 
or running around. All sat either 
next to their mothers or on their 
laps - but they sat silently.

Regina continued to explain 
other services available, such as 
Lithuanian Children's Hope which 
helps children with severe medical 
problems. She thanked the Ameri­
can medical teams, especially the

A mother and son in Varniai stop to talk with Lithuanian Orphan Care representatives.
Photo: Jeanne Dorr

Shriners, for helping Lithuania. In­
cluded in her praise was Lithuanian 
Mercy Lift, which has provided 
transportation for tons and tons of 
supplies. But the message was al­
ways clear - if there were any prob­
lems, mothers must not be afraid to 
contact Lithuanian Orphan Care. 
We exist to help Lithuanian chil­
dren and their families. Usually it 
is those who need the most help 
who don't know where to turn.

The mothers were told to en­
courage their children to stay in 
school and get an education. 
Lithuanian Orphan Care provides 
student stipends for higher educa­
tion, including technical training. 
Parents were urged to watch their 
children for signs of tuberculosis. 
Again, if they needed medical help 
or any other kind of help, they were 
encouraged to call the fund in Vil­
nius.

Then came the part I was dread­
ing, but knew was inevitable, we 

had to discuss it openly in every 
village - Alcoholism. This is the 
scourge of the countryside people. 
We were not there to point fingers 
or to criticize them. As easy as it 
is for us to sit in our comfortable 
homes and shake our heads in dis­
gust, remember that many of these 
people have no jobs and no hope. 
Communism provided everything 
they needed. What it took from 
them was the ability to think and 
reason. Also keep in mind that no 
family receives a cent of Orphan 
Care money where the parents are 
alcoholics. Instead we find some­
one else to handle this money: a 
grandmother, a priest, or a teacher. 
The children of these alcoholics 
are the ones who need you the 
most. These are the children we 
have to help break the cycle of al­
coholism and poverty.

Both Gintarė and Teresė spoke 
about social problems. They 
asked the women to try to meet at
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least once a month to share their 
problems and not hold them inside. 
There is a tremendous need for 
women's shelters in the villages; 
places where abused women and 
children could escape the violence 
of a drunken husband at least for 
a night or two. And the same mes­
sage was spoken over and over - 
don't be afraid to ask for help.

I spoke briefly on your behalf, 
the BRIDGES readers. I ex­
plained that even though we a re 
American citizens, our blood and 
roots are Lithuanian. Just because 
there is an ocean between us, that 
doesn't mean that their problems 
are not our problems. If they hurt, 
we hurt. I told them of your gen­
erosity and the sacrifices many of 
you have to make so that you can 
give their children the gift of hope.

The people in this area are 
rather reserved; they did not share 
their problems readily in front of 
each other. Most met for the first 
time at this meeting. It was after 
the meeting when we went outside 
to distribute the bags that we 
spoke privately with the women. 
This was when the tears began to 
flow and there was nothing we 
could do but listen. The stories 
were mostly the same - alcohol 
and violence fueled by poverty. 
The alcoholism and the poverty 
feed off each other, they breed 
from one another. Much of the 
liquor is cheap homemade stuff 
that sometimes causes illness and 
even death.

One woman told us how she 
and her husband and three children 
live in one room with her mother- 
in-law. She loved her husband 
dearly but his mother never lets 
them forget for a moment in whose 
house they live. The situation puts 
a terrible strain on the marriage.

All we could was listen and tell her 
we understood. That’s all she 
wanted from us, she asked for noth­
ing else.

Tears were dried, and the chil­
dren and their mothers received 
their bags. To say they were 
thrilled would be an understatement. 
Their eyes were wide in amazement 
that strangers so far away across a 
huge ocean would be so good to 
care about them and their children. 
Now they knew they were no longer 
alone. Most of the mothers carried 
their bags home tied to their bicy­
cles. As they left, their thanks 
could be heard until they disap­
peared from our sight.

Because this work was so emo­
tionally draining, we needed some 
peaceful moments before we took 
the long ride back to Vilnius. We 
made our way to a lake to relax. 
Along the way, we made one “house 
call”. There was a young girl tak­
ing care of four siblings. Her 
mother was an alcoholic and aban­

“Love radiates from a child’s eyes....' Several children in Varniai. Photo: Jeanne Dorr

doned the family. Her father also 
drank, but he wasn’t nearly as 
mean as her mother — so they were 
glad to be with him. The wonder­
ful news was the father had found 
a job and things were getting better 
for all of them. We were also told 
he wasn’t drinking as much. We 
left them with several bags of sup­
plies. As we hugged them all and 
drove away, they waved and blew 
kisses; that is everyone except one 
little sister who held onto her pre­
cious pet kitten. I never saw such 
love radiating from a child’s eyes.

Later, as we walked around the 
lake, I couldn’t help wondering 
how such a beautiful country on 
the outside could have so many 
people living in turmoil on the in­
side. Yet hope turns to change for 
many of these Lithuanian people, 
just as a child’s eyes can reflect 
love for her kitten as she stands 
surrounded by the daily struggle 
for a normal life.
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Jeanne Dorr

DO

— KrULpA. KlnJldLo

I can't tell you how happy I am to be 
—able to share my Lithuanian journeys 

with you in the upcoming issues of BRIDGES. 
You, BRIDGES readers, are an integral part of 
Lithuanian Orphan Care. Without you, many fami­
lies would not have sponsors and many children 
would be left without the gift of hope for the future. 
Their tomorrows would be no different that their 
todays, there would be nothing to wish for, nothing 
to hope for, and no reason to dream.

Who and what is Lithuanian Orphan Care? We 
are a division of the Human Services Council of the 
Lithuanian-American Community, Inc. We are vol­
unteers, and our expenses are held to a bare bones 
minimum. We do not have an 800 phone number or 
a plush office. In fact, we're lucky we can find the 
one desk we do have. We spend no money advertis­
ing. Our goal is to give virtually every cent we col­
lect to our families.

In Lithuania, we work with Countryside Chil­
dren's Fund, as well as Gražina Landsbergis and her 
children's fund. We also work with poor schools, 
several priests, and small group homes. Many of 
our children are not technically orphans but, they 
are raised by single parents or grandparents. Many 
are living in small group homes where there is both 
a "mother and father". With this type of home, they 
are taught to be members of a family, and we en­
courage higher education, as well as technical train­
ing. We provide some student stipends to students.

If you would like to sponsor a child, you will re­
ceive the name, address, birth date, and any infor- 

Į mation we have about the child. The cost to spon- 
\ sor a child is $ 150 dollars a year, but ANY size do- 
\ nation is welcome.
\ It is up to the sponsor to contact the child if he 
\ or she wishes. I know that some people in the past 
\ have been disappointed because their families did 
\ not respond. We cannot guarantee you will hear 
\ from the family, although we encourage them to 
\ write. Please remember that many of our older 
\ grandparents are unable to write, and many of our 
\ families are unschooled in the social graces. We do 
\ all in our power to encourage them to write and 
\ many of our families have loving relationships with 
\ their sponsors. For us to guarantee a letter a 
\ month, would mean that we would have to hire 
| many people in Lithuania to go from house to house 
į to sit with these families. At this point the cost 
\ would be too high and the families would have very 
: little financial help from us. If you have encoun- 
\ tered such a situation in the past, we would be 
\ happy to change your family when the year is over. 
\ So we ask for your patience and understanding.

If you can't sponsor a child, I would like to offer 
i some "creative" financing that has proven success- 
\ fill. The holidays will be her soon. How about a 
\ few family members getting together and sponsor- 
\ ing a child in someone's name? Better yet, ask your 
\ family to sponsor a child for you in your name.

Those of you who belong to organizations might 
\ ask your group to sponsor a child. It doesn't have 
į to be a Lithuanian organization; we have American 
I scout groups, as well as Rotary sponsors. I re-
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ceived a very heart-warming letter from a woman in 
Washington who wrote that a couple from Maine 
had been very good to her. She wanted to let them 
know how much she appreciated them, so she spon­
sored a child in their name. The same woman also 
requested that her friends to buy her birthday gifts - 
she asked that checks be sent to Lithuanian Orphan 
Care.

How about a Christmas party for Lithuania's 
children or a pollyanna for Orphan Care? Do you 
really want to spend $10 dollars on something the 
person will never use? Save yourself some time and 
send the check to Orphan Care instead. Much of 
our sponsor gifts come from tributes in the names of 
departed loved ones. How about remembering your 
mother or grandmother who instilled that love for 
Lithuania in you so many years ago?

I'm sure you can come up with ways I never 
dreamed possible. Whatever method you use, it will 
be the right one for the right reason - for the forgot­
ten children.

I want to thank the staff of Countryside Children 
and especially Regina Švoba, who spent so many 
hours with me in Lithuania. Birutė Jasaitis, presi­
dent of Lithuanian Orphan Care, spends hour after 
hour keeping the program afloat. Sincere thanks to 
the many volunteers who do the filing, and man the 
phones and computer.

But the greatest thanks goes to YOU, BRIDGES 
readers, who have opened not only your wallets, but 
your hearts to Lithuania's forgotten children. You 
have made Lithuania's children your children. 
Without you, many of the children would not have a 
future. You have given them the most precious gift 
of all - hope.
For more information and to send your tax­
deductible gifts, contact;

Lithuanian Orphan Care 
2711 W. 71“ St.

Chicago, IL 60629
(Please note BRIDGES in your correspondence.)

The Landsbergis 
band hocuses on 
Infant Care

The Vytautas Landsbergis Fund donated an 
“iron lung respirator” to the natal division 
of the Red Cross University Hospital in Vilnius 

in July, 1998, and was officially presented in 
early September.

The presentation of the new device also in­
cluded Seimas' leader Vytautas Landsbergis 
and his wife Gražina. "It is our duty to aid 
those who cannot take care of themselves," 
said vice-chairperson of the Landsbergis Fund, 
Dr. Vanda Vainauskienė.

The device, already being used by the hospi­
tal since July, was instrumental in saving the 
lives of two newly bom babies The hospital’s 
director, Gediminas Degutis stated that of 
1,500 babies born here, nearly 100 needed 
these "artificial lungs."

The natal division head, Nijolė Amsiejutė, 
demonstrated a 22-year-old device which was 
frequently out of order. Doctors usually used 
mechanical means to help the newborns keep 
breathing; thus saving their lives.

At the presentation, doctors voiced criticism 
of some health reform novelties, and informed 
Landsbergis about the strange strides of newly- 
founded patient funds. "It turns out that a 
newborn is not a human being, since not a cent 
has been earmarked to his (her) care in the hos­
pital," said the head of obstetrics division, Ni­
jolė Raguckienė.

The doctor said she was stunned that, ac­
cording to a new price list, a childbirth ranked 
markedly lower than a simple appendicitis op­
eration.

— Source: The ELTA News Agency
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From the Lithuanian-American Community, inc....

Audronė Pakštys

The Affairs Office
Celebrates Tts TenYears of

Service

or the last ten years, Lithuania's remark­
able changes and growth have been supported and 
aided by the Lithuanian-American Community's 
(LAC) Public Affairs Office in Washington, D C. 
In addition, the Office has acted as liaison between 
the LAC chapters, districts, and individuals; Lithua­
nia's many organizations and governmental agen­
cies; and the American governmental institutions. 
All of which have brought forth Lithuanian- 
Americans and Lithuania to national attention.

From the Office’s first days until January 1998, 
Asta Banionis acted as director of the Public Affairs 
Office. Audronė Pakštys was named director in 
January 1998, and has continued the vital informa­
tion-gathering and dissemination needed for effec­
tive LAC and Lithuanian governmental decision­
making.

The Public Affairs Office established strong ties 
with the Senate and Senate staff members, the Pen­
tagon, government agencies, not-for-profit founda­
tions, "think tanks", and ethnic organizations. Infor­
mation that would affect Lithuania and Lithuanian- 
Americans is quickly disseminated to the Lithua­
nian-American Community and Lithuania.

The Office also acts as an information center for 
the LAC's members and the general public. Ms. 
Pakštys often participates in meetings and confer­
ences where she represents the LAC's position, to­
gether with Lithuania's stance.

The Public Affairs Office has a vital relationship 
with the Lithuanian Embassy in Washington. Both 
offices work together to maintain beneficial repre­
sentation of Lithuania's people and country, and

America's Lithuanian population.
The Office is staffed Monday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday between 10:00 a m. and 5:00 p.m. Dur­
ing the other days, an answering machine remains 
active for all who seek information. As of Nov. 1st. 
the Public Affairs Office can be reached at:

11250 Roger Bacon Dr., Suite 17C 
Reston, VA 20191-5202

By phone, call 703-524-0698 or fax 703-524-
0947. The e-mail address is lacinc@erols.com. ♦

Through Lithuanian Orphan Care, Mrs. Pakštys visited her “foster 
child, Kristina, in Lithuania.

AUDRONĖ PAKŠTYS is the Director of the Lithuanian-American Community, Inc. Public Affairs Office.
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Marija Remienė

Cultural Identity 
Preserved

for the Future

he mission of the Lithuanian- 
American Community, Inc.'s (LAC's) Cultural 
Council is to help Lithuanian-Americans main­
tain their unique cultural identity in the 90's. 
Lithuanians living in the United States recog­
nize that they are different from the Lithuanians 
of Lithuania, and have to live and work within 
their own cultural context by creating their own 
traditions, their own cultural forms with their 
appropriate expression.

The new nine-member Cultural Council was 
formed January 1st, 1998. It includes the fol­
lowing members: Marija Remienė - president; 
Violeta Drupaitė - secretary; Dalia Anysienė - 
treasurer; and members Regina Jautokaitė, 
Dalia Šlenienė, Loreta Venclauskienė, as well 
as Laima Petrauskaitė-Vanderstoop and Laima 
Šileikytė-Hood for special projects.

Cultural Events for 1998

The following highlight some of the cultural 
events that the Cultural Council was instrumen­
tal in arranging during the first part of 1998.
• January 11: a very successful concert was 

organized and took place at the Lithuanian 
World Center in Lemont, Illinois. It fea­
tured local musicians from the Chicago 
area: soloist Praurimė Regienė and violinist 

Linda Veleckytė, accompanied by Alvydas 
Vasaitis. This was in commemoration of 
those who lost their lives during the tragic 
events of January 13th, 1991 in Vilnius. 
February 22: a literary program in honor of 
the late poet Henrikas Nagys was held in 
the art gallery of the Lithuanian World Cen­
ter. A recording of the poet's own voice, 
along with the voices of his wife Birutė and 
his sister Liūne Sutema, also a poet, as well 
as that of Audrė Budrytė who recited his 
words, brought him to life once again. A 
musical interlude was given by Alvydas and 
Valdas Vasaitis. Eglė Juodvalkė presented 
an analysis of the poet's work.
April 15: saw the first of four concerts in 
the Chicago area by the group, 
"Klumpė" (The Wooden Shoe) from Punsk, 
Poland. This 19-member Lithuanian capella 
also performed in Philadelphia, Washington, 
D C., Cleveland, and in several Canadian 
cities. This project was launched and fi­
nanced by the Cultural Council.
May 22-23: the revival of the traditional 
spring Poetry Days was greeted with enthu­
siasm. Poetry readings were given by Ber­
nardas Brazdžionis, Julius Keleris, Daiva 
Karužaitė, and Vainius Aleksas.
September 19: a book of poems written by

MARIJA REMIENĖ is the Director of the Lithuanian-American Community, Inc. Cultural Council.
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The LAC Cultural Council: seated from left— Regina Jautokaitė, 
Marija Remienė, Violeta Drupaitė; standing from left—Loreta Ven- 
clauskienė, Dalia Anysienė, Dalia Šlenienė. Missing from photo: Juo­
zas Žygas.

ture, Saulius Šaltenis, and the Cultural 
Council have exchanged information and 
continue to work to present cultural events 
in association with Lithuania's writers, art­
ists, and performers.

Information for Local 
LAC Chapters

A seven-page circular dated February 10 
was sent out to local chapters of the Lithua­
nian-American Community listing persons 
of note, such as artists, poets, soloists, mu­
sicians, lecturers, etc to help organize cul­
tural events at the local level. A video of 
Pres. Valdas Adamkus's electoral campaign 
was made available, and 65 historical pho­
tographs were also provided and promptly 
made use of by the Phoenix, Arizona and 
Elizabeth, New Jersey chapters.

A second circular was sent out July 5th 
asking local chapters to send information 
about events in their area, such as concerts 
and other literary and commemorative gath-

Dr Antanas Lipskis from Lithuania and an 
exhibit of his pictures were presented at the 
art gallery at the Lithuanian World Center 
in Lemont.
The Cultural Council has been instrumental 

and active in many events throughout the year. 
Mrs. Remienė attended the signing of the Char­
ter of Partnership between the United States 
and the Baltic States along with the other mem­
bers of LAC's Executive Council, met with the 
Archbishop of Kaunas, Sigitas Tamkevičius, 
concerning Christianity in Lithuania, and, along 
with Laima Šileikytė-Hood, attended the Folk­
life Festival's opening ceremonies in Washing­
ton, D C. Ms Šileikytė-Hood helped to organ­
ize Lithuania's exhibit for this Festival.

Along with sponsoring and organizing 
events, the Cultural Council aids other groups 
and organizations with cultural matters. The 
Lithuanian Embassy in Washington and Camp 
Dainava have solicited the Cultural Council's 
help in the past. Lithuania's Minister of Cul- 

erings which could then be printed in the news­
paper Draugas's cultural events column.

Two new videos are available - "Klumpė's" 
program and Bernardas Brazdžionis's poetry 
reading of "The Poet Returns".

The year 1999 will mark the 100th anniver­
sary of the death of Vincas Kudirka, author of 
the Lithuanian National Anthem The Minister 
of Culture, Saulius Šaltenis, has promised to 
send two or three people to the U.S. to lecture 
and/or recite in commemoration of this anniver­
sary.

On-Going Cultural Projects 
and Upcoming Events

The Lithuanian press is highlighted in Sep­
tember through the end of the year for its con­
tributions to preserve Lithuanian-American cul­
ture via the print media. To help boost sub­
scriptions, al new subscribers will receive a dis­
count and the difference will be covered by the 
Lithuanian Fund. In addition to supporting the
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Lithuanian press, the Lithuanian 
Fund, based in Chicago assist indi­
viduals chapters who sponsor cul­
tural events, such as Philadelphia, 
Cleveland, and Dayton.

Other projects include the re­
cording of an oral history with 
Laima Petrauskaitė-Vanderstoop as 
coordinator. On November 28th, 
five awards for outstanding cultural 
contributions will be presented at a 
ceremony held in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Five categories have been desig­
nated with a committee to judge 
each: outstanding musician, jour­
nalist, artist, educator, and radio 
broadcaster. The awards will be 
financed by the Lithuanian Fund. 
On November 29th, a dramatic pro­
duction by the Telšiai, Lithuania 
drama group will be performed at 
the Jesuit Youth Center in Chicago, 
Illinois. ♦

Participants during the Poetry Evening were, from left— Poet Bernardas 
Braždfionis, LAC President Regina Narušis, LAC Cultural Council Presi­
dent Marija Remienė, and LAC Human Services Council President Birutė 
Jasaitis.

A Bonus to New Subscribers

BRIDGES • Issue 8/1998

F^B^^he LAC Cultural Council is sponsoring a 
reduction of subscription rates for new 

subscribers of Lithuanian magazines and newspa­
pers. This offer is available until the end of 1998. 
Those magazines and newspapers with their rates

DRAUGAS
4545 W. 63 rd St.
Chicago. IL 60629

EGLUTĖ
13648 Kickapoo Trail

$60.00

are:
BRIDGES

LAC, Inc. Treasurer

Lockport, IL 60441 
LIETUVIŲ BALSAS 

2624 W. 71st. St.

$10.00

1927 W. Boulevard Chicago, IL 60629 $20.00
Racine, WI 53403

DARBININKAS
$15.00 LITUANUS

6621 S. Troy St.
341 Highland Blvd. Chicago, IL 60629 $8.00
Brooklyn, NY 11207

DIRVA
$20.00 PASAULIO LIETUVIS

6428 Ridge Rd.
P.O. Box 19191 Clarendon Hills, IL 60514 $10.00
Cleveland, OH 44119-0191 $25.00 ♦
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C Ug F- e N T EVENT $
DOLPHINS TAKE 6ENT6F. STA66

haron Erli, 445th Airlift Wing Public Affairs 
<✓ writer, reported on a very special journey 

to Lithuania. The following excerpt from her 
article appeared in the July 31“, 1998 Airlift 
Wing newsletter.

Tacoma and Wenatchee spent hours talking 
to each other. Their high-pitched musical chat­
ter was heard most of the night.

"They're reassuring each 
other, letting each know 
there's a friend close by," ex­
plained Spc. Cheryl Short, 
an Army veterinary techni­
cian.

Tacoma, Wenatchee and 
three other dolphins - Cin­
der, Spetsnaz, and Punane - 
flew approximately 14 hours 
July 9 on board an Air Force
Reserve Command C-141 Starlifter to partici­
pate in Baltic Challenge '98, a joint land, sea 
and air exercise conducted in the spirit of the 
Partnership for Peace program in Lithuania

The "teenagers", as they were fondly re­
ferred to by some of their handlers, are Mark 
Seven Marine Mammal System bottle-nosed 
dolphins from the Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Mobile Unit Three based in Coronado, Calif.

The C-141 crew from Wright-Patterson's 
445th Airlift Wing flew to Naval Air Station 

North Island, Calif, July 8 to pick up the dol­
phins, their handlers and veterinarians.

After a refueling stop the next day in Ban­
gor, Maine, the flight continued nonstop to 
Palanga International Airport, Lithuania, where 
the mammals participated in a military exercise 
involving the United States and 11 European 
nations.

During the exercise, the dol­
phins located and marked mines 
on the floor of the Baltic Sea, ei­
ther resting on the sea bed or 
buried in the sediment. This was 
the first time the dolphins had an 
opportunity to find live ordnance, 
which may have been left behind 
from World War II.

Capt. Steve Griffin, 356th Air­
lift Squadron, and a 356th AS 

crew returned to Lithuania July 19 to fly the 
dolphins back home to California the next day

In the Lithuanian Marine Museum's dolphi­
narium in Klaipėda, two dolphins - Gabi and 
Gloria - gave birth to dolphin kids in mid­
September. The kids are closely watched be­
cause only 30 percent of captive dolphins sur­
vive. With the attentive watch and excellent 
living conditions, it is hopeful that the new dol­
phin kids will thrive in Lithuania. ♦

^FAZAUSKAS AČOUT TO AUTHOF- ČOOK

Lithuania's former president, Algirdas Brazauskas, announced that he was writing a book about 
his presidency, according to Lithuanian newspaper Respublika.

Brazauskas said he believed that those five years in the presidential post had not been spent in 
vain - either for the state or for the president himself.

"I want to write a book with the help of others. I am not a professional writer. The work has 
been started. I am writing some parts about my presidency myself," said the former president.

Asked about his future plans, Brazauskas stated that he planned to go to Oxford University in 
mid-November ♦
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LITHUANIA 60MES TO KALININGRAD'S AID

The Russian crisis has started to affect Kaliningrad 
(Karaliaučiai) enclave's hospitals and medical institutions.

Although Lithuania's neighbor claims their situation is under 
control, they are highly dependent on imports to be truly prepared 
for the winter. The first area affected by the crisis has been with 
medicines and medical supplies.

In response to several requests for humanitarian aid from Kalin­
ingrad hospitals and institutions, Lithuania sent its diplomats on a 
humanitarian aid mission to ascertain the reality of the situation. 
The Lithuanian Foreign Ministry's Policy Dept. Director, Vygaudas 
Usackas, said they were motivated by the fact that Kaliningrad is a 
close neighbor and, as a nation presiding over the Baltic Sea States 
Council, to maintain stability in the whole region.

Aid consisting of antibiotics, anti-tuberculosis and anti­
inflammation medicines, solutions for intravenous infusion, sy­
ringes and dressing materials was delivered first. Another aid con­
signment will be made up as soon as Kaliningrad's Health Board 
and Doctors' Association submits a more precise list of what is 
most needed. The Lithuania-based mission, Berlin Chemie 
Menarini Baltic Co. prepared the package in association with the 
Lithuanian government. ♦

LITHUANIA AIMS FOR A EALAN6ED E-UDGET

The Lithuanian government started discussions about next year’s 
budget plan. It was decided that Lithuania should save about 
one billion litas ($250 million U.S.) or ten percent of the national 

budget expenditure if it wants to have a balanced budget.
State expenditures would be severely restricted next year, ac­

cording to Lithuanian Prime Minister Gediminas Vagnorius. He 
continued that the state would start to save by "freezing" its own 
expenditures, which are to be reduced to 2.9 percent of the total 
budget expenditures next year, down from 3.1 percent this year.

The 1999 budget plan foresees the national budget income to 
grow by 14 percent as compared to this year. Revenues of munici­
pal budgets should soar by 29 percent; while, the state budget in­
come is to grow by six percent. The primary budget draft plans 
for higher defense expenditures by 27 percent.

Although the official 1999 budget draft is to be announced in 
detail by October, the Prime Minister already stressed that next 
year's budget expenditures should be better-grounded instead of 
being based on the previous year's experience. ♦

LITHUANIA AT VlORLD 
HEALTH SESSION

Al Lithuanian delegation par- 
I* ticipated in the European 
region's 48th session of the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) in Copenhagen from 
Sept 14th to the 18th. Lithuania 
acceded to the World Health 
Organization as a full member 
on November 25th, 1991. Fifty 
nations, among them Lithuania, 
belong to the WHO European 
region.

The Lithuanian team was 
represented by Health Minister 
Mindaugas Stankevičius, Vice- 
Minister Prof. Vytautas Basys, 
and the Rector of Kaunas Medi­
cal Academy Vilius Grabauskas.

The 48th session elected 
Prof. Grabauskas, chairman of 
the European region's standing 
committee, as the session's 
president The Lithuanian sci­
entist was the first representa­
tive from any post-Communist 
country to undertake these 
presidential duties at a WHO 
European region's session.

"Health for everybody in the 
21st century", was a major topic 
for discussion which became 
confirmed for strategy and pol­
icy initiation. ♦

— Source for Current Events articles: 
The ELTA News Agency
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g e f l e r t o n •&

Beginnings, ,,

■
 n the spring of 1918, 
with World War I not

yet concluded, Blessed 
George Matulaitis arrived 
in Marijampolė from War­
saw (where he spent most 
of the war years). He was 
concerned with the re-

n October 15th, the Sisters of Immacu­
late Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
celebrated the eightieth anniversary of its 
foundation in Marijampolė, Lithuania. The 
following is a brief excerpt from an account 
of the community's beginnings written by one 
of the sisters in Lithuania. I

building of the Marian monastery, next to the 
parish church Overwhelmed with work as he 
was, Fr. Matulaitis also wanted to realize a long 
nurtured plan - to found a Lithuanian religious 
Community for women. On May 1st, he gave 
his first conference on religious life to a small 
group of candidates.

The beginnings of this new Community 
were housed at the girls' agricultural school 
headed by Petronėlė Uogintaitė. She had been 
received as a postulant and would soon be ap­
pointed the first superior of the Community.

Despite his heavy workload, Fr. Matulaitis 
was busy drafting a Constitution for the new 
Community and a set of instructions called 
"The Guiding Thought and Spirit". He had 
named this new Community - The Sisters of 
the Poor of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.

On All Saints Day, November 1“, he re­

ceived the little group of postulants, as well as 
several others who had arrived from St. Peters­
burg, into the novitiate. He also conducted a 
retreat for them.

Sister Ursula Novickaitė (the second supe­
rior) remembered those first days, "Whenever 
Fr. George Matulaitis came to instruct us about 
the spiritual life and to acquaint us with the new 
Constitution, his face was always very pleasant, 
although lined with care, yet still smiling as if 
our little religious family were his only concern 
and consolation. He did not want to burden us 
with his problems . The sisters were like little 
children who had no idea of the heavy crosses 
he had to bear, nor of the future, when he 
would no longer be there to guide them."

As long as Fr. Matulaitis remained in Mari­
jampolė, he himself guided the sisters in the 
spiritual life. He taught and formed the sisters.
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But those happy days were short. Soon he was 
appointed Bishop of Vilnius. Before leaving at 
the end of November, 1918, he designated Fa­
ther Casimir Rėklaitis spiritual director for the 
sisters.

This former professor a the St. Petersburg 
Theological Academy was an energetic, enthu­
siastic, and very spiritual person. He was con­
cerned both with the spiritual and material wel­
fare of the new Community, and also with the 
spiritual and cultural formation of each sister.

At first the religious family was very small. 
The whole group of ten sisters lived in the little 
apartment owned by Sister Petronėlė. It had no 
indoor plumbing. Soon it was time to move to 
larger quarters.

A house was bought, but it needed repairs. 
A third floor was added, as well as a shed in the 
yard. Two more small houses were bought, 
and these facilities housed not only the sisters 
but, also the school, a kindergarten, and a small 

printing press.
All these material concerns had fallen upon 

the shoulders of Sister Petronėlė. She had to 
provide for all under her care. A tireless and 
resourceful worker, she placed all her talents at 
the service of the fledgling Community.

The Founder, far away in Vilnius, kept in 
touch by frequent letters and through various 
people who stopped by. On December 27th, 
1919, he wrote to Sister Petronėlė, "Keep on 
working and educating yourselves, love God 
and people. Value your candidates and do not 
dismiss them, and you will see that those sisters 
will gradually change for the better and become 
more perfect."

The Order’s first Superior, appointed by Blessed George Ma­
tulaitis was Sister Petronėlė Uogintaitė, from 1918 to 1926.

From 1926, Sister Ursula Novickaitė was chosen by Blessed 
George Matulaitis to become the second Superior for the Sis­
ters of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
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American Travel Service
Chicago ’s #7 Travel Agency 

to the Baltics

Specializing exclusively in travel lo Lithuania, Latvia 
& Estonia ior over 30 years.

(all for our latest discount airfares and all your 
travel arrangements.

9439 S. Kedzie Ave. Evergreen Park, IL 60805-2325 
TEL: 708-422-3000 or 800-422-3190

FAX: 708-422-3163
lk

Order BRIDGES at a reduced rate! Ei„
Until the end of 1998. you can order BRIDGES at the re-
duced rate of $15.00. Just fill out the coupon below and ■

make your check payable toi
BRIDGES — Subscriptions, 1927 West Boulevard, Racine, WI 53403 

(Offer valid until December 31st 1998)

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITYi STATEi ZIP:
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Save up to 46% on your long distance 
while you support your 

Lithuanian-American Community, Inc.

Here’s a way to support your Lithuanian-American Community, Inc. and save money.
Introducing the new Lithuanian-American long distance partnership that gives you—

• 10.9$ per minute day and night on long distance 
calls in the Continental US

• 6-second billings, no minimums
• Incredible savings over AT&T, MCI and Sprint
• Guaranteed Rate ($3.95 monthly recurring fee)

• Competitive International Rates — 
only 79$ per minute to Lithuania

• Advanced fiber optics

Per minute rate for calls to Lithuania

Qwest 790
AT&T One Rate $1.23

MCI One $1.23

Sprint Sense IIWKND $1.45

• Calling cards with enhanced services, 25 cents a minute and 6 second billing. No sur­
charge.

Qwest — a long distance provider known for its advanced fiber optics — has part­
nered with Innova Communications and The Lithuanian-American Community.

Together we are offering a long distance calling plan especially for 
you — our Lithuanian-American Community, Inc. members.

Your support means a lot. For every new account, Innova will con­
tribute $ 1.00 plus a residual to the Lithuanian-American Community. 
Inc. every month. Every dollar counts.

Just sign the service request below and switch to Qwest today.

ICI/ Qwest 1+Long Distance Service Request
For Lithuanian-American Community, Inc.

I Customer Information
II Name_______________________________________________________
I
j Address_____________________________________________________

I City____________________________ State________ Zip

I
I Phone: Day Evening
I

Location Information

Main Telephone #:____________________________________________

Estimated Monthly Usage: $(average monthly usage)

Secondary Numbers:County:.----------------------------

Additional Services
Total Travel Cards Requested___________________Product f 796

□ Check here for 800/888 service

I Service Authorization Customer is sefeclmg Qwest'as its sole longdistance carrier escepl where customer may select an addilional longdistance carnet and hereby aulho- 
! nm Qwest io act on its behalf io coordinate conversion of Customer s serwce to Owesi with the local eschang* earner il£C) Owest Communications is lhe long distance earner setting 
I Customer's rales However Owed may elect to provide service na resale m which event another carriers name may appear on Customer s Ml There may be a one-time charge ir.m 'tie l£C 
I lor conversion to Qwest Customer represents that the person signing below is qualified lo authorize this >ong distance carrier change and that lhe information provided by Customer ,s accu 
■ rate Qwest service is provided subieci to and in accordance w>th applicable federal and stale tariffs and/or price fist Not all services are available in all stales

Customer's Signature: Date:

Please send completed order form to:

ICI
505 N. Sam Houston Pkwy East. Suite 500
Houston. Texas 77060
Phone: 800.714 8783 • Fax: 281.260.0477

AG T/589 Product #846 
Charge Code 002 Network Field #550

'1 
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